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For Adam and the twins Carolla.

Thank you for the free entertainment over the years.

May we each find our calling and pursue it wholeheartedly.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license,

visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
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One aﬁ all the tools decided to build a
new workshop where they could work
on projects and build things together.




Every . ted work
right away. The tape measure and pencil
were measuring and marking lumber.

"I'll measure twice to make sure,” said the
tape measure.

"Can | help?" asked the paintbrush.
"No thanks, this isn't your job,” they
replied.
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The shovel was digging out the topsoil and
the tamper was flattening and compacting

the base.
"l have to make the ground very hard so it

will support the concrete,” said the tamper.

"Can | help?" asked the paintbrush.
"No thanks, we'll handle this,"” they replied.
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The wheelbarrow, the water hose, and the
trowel were mixing cement for the slab.
"Don't add too much water. Follow the
instructions on the bag,” said the trowel.
"Can | help?" asked the paintbrush.

"There's nothing you can do here,” they
replied.
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the saw cut

B
said the tape

said the saw.

asked the paintbrush.

but thank you

cut once
6
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lumber.
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"Can | help you?"

"Not really,

"Measure twice
measure.

the
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The trowel and the level were leveling the
foundation while the mallet was setting the

anchor bolts into the wet cement.
"If the foundation isn't level, the whole

workshop will be slanted,” said the level.

"Can | please help?" asked the paintbrush.
"Sorry paintbrush, but this isn't your job,”
said the mallet.
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building walls while the drill and the wrench
were setting the walls onto the anchor bolts.
Make sure the concrete is dry before we put
anything on it,” said the wrench.

"Can | do anything?" asked the paintbrush.

"You can be patient,” they replied.
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The hammer worked very hard nailing up
plywood to cover the wall frames while the
mallet put the windows in.

"l have to be very careful not to break the
glass,” said the mallet.

"I can help,” said the paintbrush.
"Not yet," they replied.
9




i ! 370 ah B
S VAR R e, v s ). "
i, O YRR, VARSI

The hammer was tired, but kept working
hard to put the roof on while the stapler put
the shingles on the roof.

"| can take over if you're tired,” said the
paintbrush to the hammer.

"No thank you. This is my job,"” said the
hammer.
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The pamtbrush was sad

"l just wanted to help,"” said the palntbrush
"but no one will let me do anything."

The paintbrush thought no one wanted him
around, so he decided to leave.

"Wait!" said the hammer, "We need you!”
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"No you don't,” said the paintbrush, "l have
been trying to help you all day, and none of
you would let me do anything. | just
wanted to do my part, but now you've
finished the workshop without me. | can't

do anything. I'm worthless.”
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"T mmer, "every
tool is designed for a certain job. Some of
us get used more than others, but each of
us has an important job to do. | drive
nails. No one else can do that as well as |
can. They can try, and they may succeed,
but they'll never do it as well as | do. You
have a job too, paintbrush, and no one can
do it as well as you can.”
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"What is my job?" asked the paintbrush, "I
tried to help at every step of the process,
and now the workshop is done.”

"No, there's still one job to do before the
workshop is finished, and it's a very
important job. It's YOUR job. Let me
show you,"” said the hammer.
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paint, and none of the other tools could do it
as well as he could. "Not only does the
‘paint look good, but it helps to protect the
wood and make it last longer,” said the
hammer.

"The workshop looks great!” said the tape
measure.

The paintbrush was happy and satisfied
with his work.
"Now," said the hammer, "the job is done.
Good work, everyone!”
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