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THE OCEAN







embraces 
a fringing coral reef ecosystem 
contained within an eroded vol-
canic crater in American Samoa.  
Fagatele Bay is our nationʼs 
smallest marine sanctuary at 
one-quarter square mile and our 
only true tropical reef.  Over 600 

species of corals, macroinvertebrates, fish and microalgae 
have been recorded in the waters of Fagatele Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary.

lies within the shal-
low, warm waters surrounding the 
main Hawaiian Islands and is one 
of the most important humpback 
whale habitats in the world.  Sci-
entists estimate that two-thirds of 
the entire North Pacific humpback 

whale population migrate to Hawaiian waters each winter 
to engage in breeding, calving and nursing activities.  The 
continued protection of humpback whales and their habitat is 
crucial to the long-term recovery of this endangered species. 

ā ā

contains one of the last large 
scale, predator-dominated coral 
reef ecosystems in the world.  Its 
waters are habitat for over 7,000 
marine species, a quarter of which 
are found only in Hawai`i.  These 
include many endangered and 

threatened species such as the Hawaiian monk seal and green 
sea turtle.  The Monument is the largest fully-protected ma-
rine conservation area in the world. It encompasses 137,797 
square miles of the Pacific Ocean—an area larger than all the 
countryʼs national parks combined.

encom-
passes the waters surrounding 
San Miguel, Santa Rosa, Santa 
Cruz, Anacapa and Santa Barbara 
Islands off the coast of Califor-
nia.  The combination of warm 
and cold water currents results 
in a great variety of plants and 

animals, including large forests of giant kelp, flourishing 
populations of fish and invertebrates, and abundant and di-
verse populations of whales, dolphins, sea lions, harbor seals 
and marine birds. 

is an 
underwater mountain that rises to 
within 120 feet of the surface with 
water depths reaching over 4,000 
feet only a few miles away.  This 
productive area off of Point Reyes, 
Calif., is a summer feeding ground 
for whales, Pacific salmon and 

bottom fishes.  The prevailing California current flows south-
ward along the coast, and the upwelling of nutrient rich, deep 
ocean water stimulates the growth of organisms at all levels of 
the marine food webs.  The sanctuary is a destination feeding 
ground for many migratory marine mammals and seabirds.

 
includes nurseries and spawn-
ing areas for fish and shellfish; 
at least 36 species of marine 
mammals have been observed; 
and 160 species of birds use the 
sanctuary for shelter, food, or as 
a migration corridor.  One-fifth 

of Californiaʼs harbor seals breed within the sanctuary.  The 
Farallon Islands are home to the largest concentration of 
breeding seabirds in the contiguous United States, and the 
sanctuary protects a number of estuaries, bays and beaches 
for the public to enjoy. 

is the 
nation s̓ largest marine sanctuary, 
spanning over 5,300 square miles 
of coastal waters off Central Cali-
fornia.  Within its boundaries are 
a number of habitats, from rugged 
rocky shores and lush kelp forests 
to an underwater canyon, which is 

over 10,000 feet deep.  The sanctuary contains a great diversity 
of habitats and marine life.  More than 450 species of algae 
grow here. And, 33 species of marine mammals, 94 species 
of seabirds, 345 species of fish, four species of sea turtles and 
thousands of invertebrates have been recorded in its waters. 

spans 
3,310 square miles of marine 
waters off the rugged Olympic 
Peninsula.  The sanctuary is 
home to many marine mammals 
and seabirds, diverse populations 
of kelp and intertidal algae, and 
thriving invertebrate communi-

ties.  This sanctuary is also rich in cultural resources, with 
over 150 documented historical shipwrecks and the vibrant 
contemporary cultures of the Makah, Quinault, Hoh and 
Quileute Nations.



lies 100 miles off the coasts of 
Texas and Louisiana where three 
underwater ʻgardens  ̓emerge from 
the depths of the Gulf of Mexico.  
The Flower Garden and Stetson 
Banks are salt domes with coral 
reefs sitting on top of them on the 

edge of the continental shelf.  These premier diving destina-
tions harbor the northernmost coral reefs in the continental 
United States and serve as regional reservoirs of shallow-
water Caribbean reef fishes and invertebrates. 

embraces 
a fringing coral reef ecosystem 
contained within an eroded vol-
canic crater in American Samoa.  
Fagatele Bay is our nationʼs 
smallest marine sanctuary at 
one-quarter square mile and our 
only true tropical reef.  Over 600 

species of corals, macroinvertebrates, fish and microalgae 
have been recorded in the waters of Fagatele Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary.

supports 
one of the most diverse groupings 
of underwater plants and animals 
in North America.  Although best 
known for its coral reefs, the 
shallow waters contain marine 
habitats that include fringing 
mangroves, seagrass meadows, 

hardbottom regions, as well as patch and bank reefs.  The 
sanctuary provides North Americaʼs only living coral barrier 
reef, and the third longest barrier reef in the world. 

, one of the 
largest nearshore sandstone reefs 
in the southeastern United States, 
is located just off the coast of 
Georgia, in waters 70 feet deep.  
Grayʼs Reef ʻlive bottom reef  ̓
consists of sandstone outcrop-
pings and ledges up to three 

meters in height, with sandy, flat-bottomed troughs between.  
Because of the diversity of marine life, Grayʼs Reef is one of 
the most popular sport fishing and diving destinations along 
the Georgia coast.

was designated the 
nationʼs first national marine sanc-
tuary in 1975.  The site protects 
the wreck of the USS Monitor, a 
Civil War vessel that lies off the 
coast of North Carolina to safe 
guard our maritime past. 

spans 
3,310 square miles of marine 
waters off the rugged Olympic 
Peninsula.  The sanctuary is 
home to many marine mammals 
and seabirds, diverse populations 
of kelp and intertidal algae, and 
thriving invertebrate communi-

ties.  This sanctuary is also rich in cultural resources, with 
over 150 documented historical shipwrecks and the vibrant 
contemporary cultures of the Makah, Quinault, Hoh and 
Quileute Nations.

sits at the mouth of 
Massachusetts Bay between Cape 
Ann and Cape Cod.  The 824-
square-mile sanctuary encompasses 
mud-filled basins, rock ledges, boul-
der fields and the gravel and coarse 
sand bank that was formed by 

retreat of glaciers from the last ice age. The endangered northern 
right whale migrates through Stellwagen Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary.  It is an important species to protect as there are cur-
rently only about 300 right whales left in the North Atlantic.

and 
Underwater Preserve has an 
estimated 115 shipwrecks being 
well-preserved by the cold, fresh 
waters of Lake Huron within its 
448-square-mile boundary.  From 
wooden schooners to sidewheel 
steamers to modern freighters, 

the shipwrecks of Thunder Bay represent a cross-section of 
Great Lakes maritime history.  Lake Huronʼs unpredictable 
weather—its murky fog banks and sudden gales—coupled 
with rocky shoals helped Thunder Bay earn the unfortunate 
name of “shipwreck alley.”
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