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1. THE LAST STRAW




AT THE END OF
MATH CLASS, Ti4
SETS THE KIPS A

CHALLENGE. YOLUR

PURPOSE IS TO
MAKE SHAPES WITH
THESE DRINKING
STRAWS,

AND THEN TO USE
THOSE SHAPES TO MAKE
A BIGBGER OBJECT.
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I WANT TO
DO SOMETHING
DIFFICULT. AND
BEAUTIFUL! LIKE
THE STATLE OF
BERTY! /7

DIFEICULT?
< BEAUTIFUL? T —
[\ SOUNDS go0p |=——
A TOME! 4




BUT I ALSO
WANT TO BUILD
SOMETHING
REALLY
STRON&!

SOMETHING

THAT WON'T
FALL APART
WHEN PECPLE

TOUCH IT.
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IF WE WORK
TOBETHER, WE
COULD BUILD
SOMETHING
AMAZING!




IBETI
COULD MAKE
MOPELS OF

A WHOLE LOT

OF SPORT
GO0D0S.

PEOPLE
COULD BLY
THEM AS
NOVELTY
ITEMS. WHAT
Lo you
THINK?

1

NICE THINKING,
JO! THERE'S A
LOT TO FIGURE
OUT TO MAKE THAT
WORK. LET'S BE
PARTNERS!




I MUST RESEARCH
SPEED, RESISTANCE

TO STRESS AND
BOLNCE!

I'M NOT
SURE WHY,
BUT 60
FOR IT!
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YOU'VE
60T 24 HOLRS.
THE WINNERS GET
A PRIZE.

THIS IS

GONNA BE : YOU BETTER
SO MUCH ‘ ' = PLLL YOLUR _
FLN! ' ~ M WEIGHT.I'M |

~ - NOT DOING THIS J

ALL Al ONE! '




IT'S GONNA TAKE
AGES TO BUILD. WE
SHOULD GET STARTED
RIGHT AWAY,

YOU GO TRY A
FEW THINGS, AND
I'LL BE BACK WITH
THE RESEARCH
LATER.
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THE TRIANGLE
IS ONE COF THE
STRONGEST SHAPES, S0
I RECKON WE SHOULD USE
THEM AS BLUILDING
BLOCKS.

WITH YOUR

ENGINEERING
AND MY BEAUTIFUL

DESIGN, THIS IS

GONNA STAND
FOREVER!




AWKWARD MOMENTS
COME SUPPENLY.

EVEN WITH
PECPLE

YOU'VE
KNOWN
FOR YEARS.
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MEANWHILE, JO'S
FURPOSE /S CLEAR

IN HIS MIND. USE STRAWS TO

MAKE SHAPES...
USE THE SHAPES
TO MAKE BIGGER
SHAPES...

THEN SELL
THEM FOR
BUCKET LOADS
OF CASH/
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BUT HOW DO I MAKE |

AREN'T VERY

GO FASTER? STRAWS
AERODYNAMIC.
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LATER THAT EVENING, TOM AND
FARRAH'S MOPEL /S ALREADY
TALLER THAN BOTH OF THEM.

IT WAS A
REALLY GOCD
ICEA TO MAKE
THE FRAME
FIRST, TOM. I
WOLULDN'T HAVE
THOUGHT OF
THAT.

ARE YOU KIPDING? I
WOULD NEVER HAVE TRIED
SOMETHING THIS ARTY.
IT'S GONNA BE AMAZING #
BECAUSE OF YoL/ §
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WHEN JO SEES TOM AND
FARRAH'S PROJECT, HE CAN

BARELY BELIEVE HIS EYES.

JEEPERS! WHA-
UH... THAT LOOKS
GREAT, GUYS! HOW
HAVE YOU DONE
S0 MUCH!

-

SO MUCH?
WE THOUGHT
WE WERE
GOING QUITE
SLOWLY.

YEAH, AND
WE'VE BEEN
WORKING
TOGETHER

20



WORKING
TOGETHER? SOPH'S
SUPPOSED TO BE MY

PARTNER, BUT I
HAVEN'T SEEN HER
AlLL DAY,

NOT SINCE
SHE TOLD ME
I BETTER PULL
MY WEIGHT.

THAT
DOESN'T
SOUND LIKE
SOPHIE.

TELL ME ABOUT
iT! I'VE DONE THE
WHOLE PROJECT
MYSELF SO FAR!




MUCH, MUCH LATER THAT
EVENING, SOPHIE FINISHES
HER RESEARCH IN THE LIBRARY.

SPEED... BOUNCE...
RESISTANCE TO
PRESSURE... WE'RE
GONNA MAKE SLIPER-
TOoYs/

JOJO IS
GONNA LOVE
THIS!
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ALMOST
DONE JUST
A LITTLE-

23

THIS IS ALL
LOVELY, BUT
WE'RE GONNA

HAVE TO SCRAP
T, J0.

WHERE THE HECK
HAVE YOU BEEN?
AND WHAT MAKES
YOU THINK WE'RE
SCRAPPING MY
WORK?




DON'T BE
SO LAZY! I TOLD
YOU THAT YOU'D
HAVE TO PULL YOUR
WEIGHT |F YOU
WANT TO WORK
WITH ME.

WEIGHT? WHEN
YOL/ CISAPPEAR
FOR A DAY WHILE

I DO EXACTLY
WHAT WE WERE
SUPPOSED TO

po!
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WHY ARE YOU

SHOUTING AT
ME?




I'M SURE YOLR
B aars SOPH: N/ RESEARCH IS GREAT,
THE PURPOSE oF  BUT THE POINT WAS
iE FUEPOSE OF \ TO BUILD STUFF. NOT
: TO SPEND THE DAY
READING.
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I- I'M SORRY,
JO. I GUESS 1
WAS IN MY OWN
LITTLE WORLD.

IGUESS I WAS A
BIT OF A HYPOCRITE
TO TELL YOU TO
PULL YOLR WEIGHT.




FORGET IT. WE'VE
6OT A UTTLE TIME
LEFT. LET'S SEE IF WE
CAN BUILD IN SOME
OF YOLIR IDEAS.
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OH, 600D! 'COS WE
NEED TO MAKE ALL OF
THESE BALLS
AERODPYNAMIC, WHICH
MEANS-

SOPH! THESE
ARE ALL FOR
SHOW. LET'S
KEEP IT SIMPLE,
OK?




THE NEXT DAY, IT
DOESN'T TAKE LONG

TO FIND A WINNER.

QK, JO, I
THINK I GET
YOUR POINT
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2. THE TRIAL

28




BEFORE A MATH TEST, FARRAH
PAYPREAMS ABOUT HER VISIT
TO A FliLM STULPIO TOMORROW.

GET THROUGH
THE MATH TEST
FIRST AND
FOCUS ON THE
STUDIO LATER.

TIA SET UP THE
WHOLE THING. I
CAN'T WAIT!
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FIVE MINUTES THREE MINUTES...
TO 60 UNTIL THE
TEST IS OVER.

DONE!
JEEPERS,
THAT WAS
ToueH!

DONE AND
CHECKED TWICE.
THREE MINUTES TO
G0. DAYDREAM
TIME!

NOW I JUST
NEED TO CHECK
EVERYTHING ONCE
MORE, THEN I'M




LOST IN HER DAYDREAM,
FARRAH PRACTICES A
FUTURE OSCAR-WINNING
FERFORMANCE.

YOU ACT SO

RIGHTEOLISLY,
SIR, BUT yYou

NEVER QUESTION
YOUR BELIEFS!

AT THE SAME TIME, VICK] GETS
THE FEELING THAT SOMEONE /s
LOOKING AT HER WORK,

31

SOMEONE'S
CHEATING!




AND WHEN SHE

TLURNS, SHE

SEES FARRAH

STARING LAZILY _ | .

AT HER WORK. F - .
[, !+ HEY! cuT Y,

\ ITOUT!* s

-

e,

WHAT SHE DOESN'T
REALISE IS THAT FARRAH'S
MIND IS VERY FAR AWAY .

* PSST! VICKI! I
WASN'T COPYING
YOUR WORK, I
SWEAR!




WHEN THE BELL GOES, VICK!
SHOOTS OUT OF HER CHAIR
BEFORE FARRAH CAN CATCH UP.

YOU WON'T
BELIEVE WHAT

FARRAH WAS
DOING THROUGH

33



ON THEIR WAY TO THE

CAFETERIA, FARRAH TELLS
SOPHIE WHAT HAPPENED.

ITRIED TO N\
TELL HER I WAS
DAYDREAMING,

BUT SHE

WOLLPNT J
LISTEN. J

|

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT, FAZ.
NOBODY THINKS

NYOU'RE A CHEAT .

BUT SOPHIE COLLDN'T
BE MORE WRONG!










WHAT GIVES
YOU THE RIGHT
TO TREAT FARRAH
LIKE THIS?

SHE COPIED
MY MATH TEST!

THAT'S A
PRETTY SERIOUS WHAT DID you
ACCLISATION, EXPECT? A TRIAL

WITH A JUDGE

VICKI.
AND A JURY?

AND YOU HAVEN'T
EVEN GIVEN FARRAH
THE CHANCE TO
DEFEND HERSELF
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THE LIBRARY'.
5.03 FM.

* ARE YOU SURE IT
WAS A GOOD IDEA TO
APPOINT LAZ AS THE

JUDPGE? *

WELL, AT
LEAST HE DISLIKES
EVERYONE
E@UALLY.



WHAT'S YOLIR
PLAN?Z WHAT
IF THEY FIND
ME BLILTY?

WITNESS!

HEAR YE!
HEAR YE!

DON'T WORRY!
I'VE GOT A FEW
SURPRISES .

THE
PROSECUTION -
THAT'S VICK] -
WILL PRESENT

HER CASE
FIRST.




PEG, DID YOU
WRITE A MATH
TEST THIS
MORNING?

WE ALL DID.

DO you
REMEMBER ME
TELLING YOU

AFTERWARDS
THAT FARRAH IS
A CHEAT?/!
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OBJECTION, YOLUR
HONOQUR! THAT IS
IRRELEVANT/ i

JUST BECAUSE VIVKI
TOLD PEG THAT FARRAH
CHEATED, THAT DOESN'T
MAKE IT TRUE.




OBJIECTION
SUSTAINED!

GRER... NO
FURTHER
QUESTIONS.

WHEN VICKT CALLS HER NEXT WITNESS, SHE

IS MUCH MORE CONFIDENT THAT SHE'LL
GET THE ANSWERS SHE /5 LOOKING FOR.

PETE, DID YOU ~J
SEF EARRAH CHEAT Y =&
BY LOOKING AT MY

TEST?

OH, YES,
VICKI! I DID!
I SAW HER!

42



QOBJECTION!

THAT SIMPLY

CANNOT BE
TRUE.

PETE WAS IN THE FRONT
ROW. UNLESS HE SPENT THE
LESSON FACING BACKWARDS,
HE COLULDNT HAVE SEEN
ANYTHING.

A

I SORRY,
VICKI!

\

GRER...
THE DEFENSE
RESTS.
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WHEN THE NO/SE IN THE
COURT ROOM DIES
DOWN, IT'S THE
DEFENSE TEAM'S TLRN.

I WiLL

CALL MY ONLY
' WITNESS:
TIA.




TIA, DID YOU MARK
BOTH VICKI'S AND
FARRAH'S TESTS?
QBJECTION. UH-
TRRELEVANT!
WHAT HAS THAT
&80T TO DO WITH
ANYTHING?

WAS THERE ANY
SIMILARITY BETWEEN
THE TESTS?

44



THAT'S THE FIRST

SENSI/BLE QUESTION
YOU'VE ASKED.

THE TESTS
WERE NOT
SIMILAR AT ALL,
AND, BY THE
WAY, YOLU DID
VERY WELL,

/ BUT VICKI. ..
YOU AND I WILL

HAVE TO DO A
FEW EXTRA

LESSONS
TOSETHER.

FARRAH.

IF YOUR TEST
ANSWERS WERE
DIFFERENT, THEN SHE
COLUDPN'T HAVE
; GGFIEES};I{EE. COULD

QBJECTION
OVERRULED.
TiA, PLEASE
ANSWER THE
QUESTION.

45



ORPER!
r::'RﬂER-‘ THE JURY WILL
NOW TAKE LEAVE
TO DELIBERATE.
| wy =t ACTUALLY, YOLR
e 2 HONOLR, WE
DON'T NEED TO
GO ANYWHERE.

SOPH,
YOU'RE A
GENILIS!

WOOHOO!

WE HAVE OLE
VERDICT .




| FOR A FEW MOMENTS, WHILE
THE HEAD JUROR SFEAKS, THE
COLRT ROOM BECOMES GQLIET .

/ WE BELIEVE \
THAT VICKI DID

NOT PROVIDE EARRAH NOT |

SUFFICIENT

EVIDENCE TO il

CONVICT FARRAH
OF CHEATING.

AND THEN IT
ERLIPTS ABAIN.

/HOW CAN T\
[ THANK YoL,
\ ' SOPH?

SHE'S EVIL!

RIGHT TO THE

ENDS OF HER
BLUE HAIR! £

) o/ WELL, THERE IS ONE
THING. YOU THINK TIA
HAS ROOM FOR A FEW

MORE ON THAT FiLM [ j=

STLUDIO TOUR?

47




DRAMA ON
THIS SET.

THE NEXT DAY, AT
S —
I B
WE'RE “
FILMING A
COLRT ROOM

BUT YOU'RE ALL

TOO YOLUNE TO

HAVE SEEN THE
INSIDE OF A REAL

COURT ROOM

COOL AS IT
WAS, LET'S
HOPE IT'S A
LONG TIME 'TIL
WE SEE ONE
AGAIN/




3. THE ILLUSIONIST
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THE ONLY THING THE
THUNDPERBOLT KiPS
DON'T LIKE AT DR

| BRAY'S SCIENCE
OF MABIC EXPO IS
THE FOOD.

A MAGICIAN'S
MOST IMPORTANT

i TOoAD ">~ MIND HEALTHY, YOU '}
" _~"| NEED HEALTHY FOOD/!
<\ " TIA, PLEASE HELP

YOURSELF.

UH= NO
THANKS, DR
GRAY, I
JUST ATE!

ARE WE
SUPPOSED TO

VY AND TO KEEP YOLR N\ :

MAYBE WE
SHOUD FEED IT
TO THE RABBITS
HE PULLS QUT OF
HATS.




FOR TEN YEARS I HAVE
COLLECTED THESE MACHINES

AND TOOLS FROM MAGICIANS
ALL OVER THE WORLD.

MAGICIANS USE

TOOLS OF SC/ENCE TO
CREATE THE ILLUSION OF
MABIC. AND NONE OF THEM
MORE DECEIVING THAN
THOSE...

... IN THE
HALL OF
ILLUSIONS!




MANY CHARLATANS
WILL TELL YOU THAT
MAGICIANS HAVE
MYSTERIOUS
POWERS.

BUT I WILL TELL
YOU THE TRLTH:
I AM AN
ILLUS/IONIST.
MY ONLY POWER
IS A HEALTHY
MIND...

... WHICH I USE TO
SHOW OFF A FEW
CLEVER TRICKS.




ILLUSIONS:
SIBHTS THAT
TRICK YOUR THESE ARE SOME
EYES. OF THE MOST
COMMON TRICKS A
MAGICIAN LUSES.
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HOW MANY
THEY TRICK YOU ] WORDS DO
INTO ASSLMING YOU SEE, MISS
THINGS THAT AREN'T SOPHIE?
TRLUE. OBSERVE...

ONE, OF

COURSE!

54




WITH A CLICK OF HIS REMOTE CONTROL,
DR GRAY SPLITS THE COLOLIRED FART
OF THE WORD FROM THE WHITE PART.

ONLY ONE?
BUT WHICH ONE?

o THLUSION?

w
(LT

- f

"!.""J"d:

OPTICAL? OR

9N
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you
ASSUMED

I WOLLD NEVER
MAKE THAT KIND OF

THERE WAS ASSUMPTION,
ONLY ONE BECAUSE I ALWAYS
WORD. EXAMINE ALL

; PARTS OF A

N\ PROBLEM. .




IT'S JUST A LUTTLE
NALISEA CAUSED BY THE
OPTICAL ILLUSION.

ARE YOU SURE
EVERYTHING WAS
OKAY WITH LUNCH?
ONE OF MY KIDS IS
SICK.

ALL MY FOOD IS
PERFECTLY HEALTHY.
REMEMBER: HEALTHY
BODY, HEALTHY MIND!

MNED, ARE
YOU OKAY?P

I'M GONNA
THROW LUP MY
WHOLE STOMACH.
I THINK IT'S
SOMETHING I
ATE.
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HE'S QUITE LET'S GIVE HIM

SURE OF HIMSELF, THE BENEFIT OF

ISN'T HE? THE DOUBT FOR
NOW.

| NEL'S VOMITING NOISES DO NOTHING TO DAMPEN
DR GRAY'S ENTHUSIASM FOR THE NEXT ILLUSION.

MISS PEG, TELL
ME WHICH ONE OF
THESE FLOWERS
IS MOVING.

57



AS SHE LOOKS FROM ONE FLOWER TO THE NEXT, FEG CAN'T SEEM TO
WORK OUT WHICH ONES ARE MOVING AND WHICH ONES ARE STILL.

ly gy ady ald,

_/')-\ j)-\ j)—\ j)-\

aldy wly wd, d,

| J)’\ j)*\ j)’\ _))—\

THIS ONE! NO,
THAT ONE! NO,

NGO, THEY'RE

ALL MOVING!
BUT NOT AT THE
SAME TIME.
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AS PR GRAY CONTINUES, HE DOESN'T NOTICE THAT
NED IS NOT THE ONLY SICK KID IN THE CLASS.

DEAR MISS PEG, YOUR
EYES ARE PLAYING TRICKS
ON YOU. NONE OF THEM

ARE MOVING AT ALL.
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YOU ASSUMED I, OF COURSE,
THAT WHAT YOUR EYES WOLULD NEVER MAKE
TOLD YOU WAS THE TRUTH. SUCH AN ASSUMPTION,
BUT THINGS ARENT BECALUSE I ALWAYS
ALWAYS WHAT THEY GUESTION WHAT I
SEEM. SEE.
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ARE YOU
GUYS
OKAY?

THAT
HEALTH FOOD
IS SUCKING
OUT MY WILL




MORE KIDS ARE
GETTING SICK. YOU
MUST AGREE, AT LEAST,
THAT IT MIGHT BE THE

IMPOSS/BLE! THEIR PALE
COMPLEXIONS ARE A TRICK OF
THE LIGHT. AND THE ROOM IS
STUFFY. WE'LL BE OUTSIDE IN

A MINUTE.

61




IN FRONT OF THE NEXT ILLUSION, PR GRAY

CONTINLES AS THOLGH EVERYTHING /S NORMAL .

TELL ME, TOM,

WHICH OF THESE

THREE MEN IS
THE TALLEST?

5

g
Ip%ﬁ 3

o
'.i;1

?’-"u..\

I CAN'T SEE A
TRICK HERE...
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I'M AFRAID,
MASTER TOM, THAT
YOUR CHOICE IS
INCORRECT.

THEY ARE
ACTUALLY ALL THE
SAME HEIGHT. BUT
BECAUSE OF THE

ILLUSION CREATED
BY THE LINES, YOU
ASSUMED THE
oBvIoUs.

i\ \

I, OF COURSE, WOLLD
MNEVER MAKE SUCH AN
ASSUMPTION, BECALISE I
ALWAYS TAKE
MEASLIREMENTS .
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HAVING COME TO THE END OF THE
EXHIBITION, DR GRAY TAKES A BOW.

THANK YOU,
THANK YOU! you

CAN APPLALD AT
ANY MOMENT.

BUT THE SOLIND HE HEARS IS
NOT THE SOUND OF AFPLALISE.

:"‘3 [a)
.r%'&\ Jj&ﬁ ¥ }




BUT YOU'RE
MAKING SUCH A SILLY
ASSLUMPTION.

JUST BECALSE YOU
THINK YOU'RE PERFECT,
IT DOESN'T MEAN YOLR
CHEFS CAN'T SERVE

Dopey FOOD.

THAT'S IT, I'M
GETTING A REAL
DOCTOR. YOUR SO-
CALLED "HEALTH"
FOOD HAS MADE
MY KIDS fLLY

YOU CAN'T BE
SERIOUS. IT'S
HEALTH FOOD!
THE RECIPES ARE
INGENIOLS. LIKE
ME/
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AM IP WELL I'VE EXAMINED ALL
THE PARTS OF THE PROBLEM: FOOD;
ILLUSIONS; BAD LIGHT; BAD AIR; AND
SICK KIDS. AND I STILL THINK THE
FOOD'S AT FALILT.

AND I'VE
QUESTIONED EVERY
BAG OF VOMMIT I'VE

SEEN, BUT I'M
PRETTY SURE THE
KIDS ARE S/Ck!

AND I DON'T EVEN
WANT TO START
MEASLIRING THEIR
TEMPERATURES OR THE
AMOUNT OF VOMMIT
IN THE BAGS,
BECAUSE...

... AS I SAID, I'M
PRETTY SURE,

THEY'RE SICK!@t$
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PLEASE WOULD YOU SEND
AS MANY AMBLULANCES AS
POSSIBLE TO THE SCIENCE
OF MAGIC THEME PARK.

OK. URGH...
MAYBE I

WAS- LURGH...

WRONG!

68
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O
N
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O
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QK,
POISONING IS NOT

AN EXCUSE TO STOP
EATING HEALTHY
Foop!

AN HOLR LATER...




4. THE POWERBOAT
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TOM ALWAYS LOVES THINGS THAT G0 FAST. AND THE FIRST TIME
HE SEES A POWERBOAT RACE, HE FALLS IN LOVE INSTANTLY.




AS THE WINNING BOAT CROSSES THE FINISH LINE,
TOM DECIDES TO MEET THE CHIEF ENGINEER.

WHOA! SO MANY
PEOPLE WORK WITH
JUST ONE DRIVER

AND ONE BOAT.
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ONCE THE BOAT BUT INSTEAD OF
IS IN ITS SHED, ! KICKING HIM QUT,
TOM PLUCKS UP ' HE SMILES AND
THE COURAGE TO [ TLURENS AW4Y
WALK PAST THE EFROM HIS WORK.
"RESTRICTED - :

| AREA" S/GNS.

|

I'M AN
ENGINEER,
SON. WHAT I
A ,. WRITE ON HERE
EXCUSE ME. X IS FACTS.

| WHAT DO YoU
-\ WRITE ON THAT
\ CLIPBOARD?

TAKES A
B | WHILE FOR THE
Ml CHIEF ENGINEER

| 7O ANSWER.




WITHOUT ASKING HIM TO 60 ON, THE
ENGINEER TELLS HIM ALL ABOUT THE FACTS
BEHIND THE POWER OF 4 POWERBOAT .

AND I RECORD ANY
DETAIL THAT CAN MAKE
THIS BOAT FASTER AND
SAFER FOR LONGER.

I RECORD THE
TIME OF EVERY

LAP TO ONE

HUNDREDTH OF A
SECOND.

I ALSO RECORD
HOW MUCH FLEL
IS USED, DOWN
TO THE LAST
MILLILITRE.
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HOW DO YoUu
KNOW WHEN IT'S
AS FAST AS IT
CAN BE?P

I LISTEN TO
THE FACTS. AND I
TRUST MY OWN
JUDPGMENT.

WHY IS5
THIS ONE 50

IT'S A
JUNIOR
BOAT. FOR
KIDS.

WOULD ¥OU LIKE
TO WORK ON IT?
THERE'S A RACE IN
A WEEK'S TIME.
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WHEN THE ENGINEER RUNS OUT OF TIME AND TOM
RUNS OUT OF QUESTIONS, THEY REALISE THAT
THEY HAVEN'T EVEN INTRODLICED THEMSELVES.

I'M TOM,
BY THE
WAY.

é HI, TOM. I'M
PRESTON.

TIA! CAN YOU
HITCH THIS UP TO
YOUR CAR? I'LL
EXPLAIN
EVERYTHING ON
THE WAY HOME.
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INSPIRED BY THE ENGINEER, TOM WORKS
LATE INTO THE NIGHT TO GET THE BOAT
READPY FOR TESTING THE NEXT PAY.




NEXT MORNING, THE WEATHER IS PERFECT. THE WATER
IS FLAT A5 A MIRROR. AND THERE ISN'T A BREATH OF WIND.

TAKE IT SLOW, JO. WE
DON'T WANT TO BLURN HER
OUT BEFORE WE KNOW HOW
SHE WORKS.

I'M NOT
MAKING ANY
PROMISES!







JO TURNS HARD
AROLIND THE BOLY .
SENDING OUT A JET OF
WATER FROM HIS WAKE.

GREAT TIME!
HOW PID IT

80

FANTASTIC!
WHEN DO I
GO AGAIN?




LITTLE DOES TOM KNOW THAT SOMECONE |5
FOLLOWING HIS PROGRESS IN SECRET .

TURNING WAS A
BIT SCARY THOUGH.
AND IT USED A LOT

OF FUEL.

FPRESTON
SAID THAT
MIGHT
HAPPEN.
HE TOLD ME
ABOUT A FEW
THINGS THAT
MAY HELP.,
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SOME GUY WAS
WATCHING YOU WITH
BINOCLILARS FROM
THE OTHER SIDPE OF
THE DAM.

YEAH! WHAT
DO YOU THINK HE
WAS DOINGF

WHAT? YOU'RE
BEING PARANOID.
I GOTTA GET
BACK. THERE'S
WORK TO DO.

DID ¥OU SEE
THAT MAN?P




AS TOM THINKS ABOLT THE
BOAT'S PROBLEMS, HE
THINKS ABOUT PRESTON'S
ADVICE. "LISTEN TO THE

FACTS. AND TRUST
YOUR OWN JUPGMENT."

THE FACTS: IT
USED TOO MUCH
FUEL AND IT
TURNED BADLY.

MY JUDSBMENT :
IT'S TOO HEAVY.
I'LL HAVE TO STRIP

ANY PART THAT )
ISN'T TOTALLY
NECESSARY WILL

HAVE TO &0. .




EACH DAY THAT LEADS UP TO THE
RACE, THE WEATHER IS PERFECT. AND
TOM LEARNS MANY WAYS TO MAKE HIS
BOAT FASTER AND MORE STABLE.

AND EACH LAY, THE
SAME MAN WATCHES
HIM FROM ABOVE.




JEEPERS, TOM,
THAT GUY JUST

WIFPED oUT!

THIS IS A Eﬁﬂ
IDEA. WE HAVEN'T
TESTED THE BOAT IN

THIS WEATHER.

WHAT'S THE

LOOK, JO,
THE FACT |S WATER'S
WATER. WHETHER IT
UNDER THE BOAT OR
FALLING FROM
THE SKY.

SAYS THE BOAT
& WILL BE FINE.




DESFITE THE DANGEROLS
WEATHER AND JOJO'S

R N BRIE,
' : HURT IN MONTHS.
BUT THEN I GUESS IT
HASN'T RAINED IN
. MONTHS...

D /Tom, THOSE AREN

WAVES. WAVES,
TOM! I HAVEN'T
CRIVEN OVER
WAVES BEFORE.




JO, YOU AN ENGINEER MUST
DON'T HAVE ALWAYS HAVE THE
TO DRIVE. g\ COURAGE TO DEFEND
" HIS JUDEMENT. 4

HEY, LOOK! IT'S
THE GUY FROM
THE DAM WITH THE

BUT TOM, YOU'VE
HAEEL:LDEWEN AT






TO THE FACTS
L C W AND TRUST YOUR
JUDGMENT.

, 8 f""‘—“\" o
A - WHAT I SA/D,
fy / TOM, WAS LISTEN \|

BUT TODAY
YOUR FRIEND'S
JUDGMENT
SEEMS BETTER /|
THAN YOURS.

‘VE WATCHED
YOU ALL WEEK,
TOM. YOU HAVE

THE MAKINGS OF
A GREAT
ENGINEER.

BUT ONE OF THE

ANy

WHEN TO LISTEN TO Y%LLTHETEE ﬁg .H:‘:-'.d
OTHER PEOPLE'S HOW THE BOAT WILL
POINT OF VIEW. RACE IN THIS

WEATHER.




AND YOU'RE A FINE

YOUNG DRIVER, JOJO,

WHO DESERVES AN

APOLOEGY FROM HIS
BEST FRIEND.

WHY DIDN'T
THEY ASK FOR
OLIR POINT OF

VIEW?

'COS WE WOULD

HAVE SAID, LET'S
GET OUT THE RAIN
AND 50 HOME.




5.T'SIN A CAN
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THE OTHER KIPS OFTEN WONDPER WHY JOJO
SAVES HIS PENNIES. HE POES [T 50 THAT HE
CAN SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES LIKE THIS.

" SURE. I susss
IF ¥OU LIKE PLAIN
WHITE T-SHIRTS.

SOP DON'T YOU
THINK THEY'RE
cooL?

YEAH! ONE
THOUSAND
WHITE T-SHIRTS!

WHY DO YOU
NEED S0 MANY?

92



THEY'RE FOR MY
CLUSTOMERS. I'M GOING
TO START A BUSINESS
SELLING T-SHIRTS!

I FOUND THIS
GREAT DEAL ON
THE INTERNET .
SO THEY'RE NOT

FOR ME...
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LIKE A TRUE ENTREFRENELR, JOJO

AT THE PRICE I CAN
AFFORD TO SELL THEM,

EVERYONE WILL BE ABLE
TO BUY ONE. I'LL MAKE A




AND, LIKE A TRUE ENTREFRENELR,
HE HAS A SPECIFIC BOAL/

... THIS! THIS BABY IS A
1 24H-SPEED MOUNTAIN-
AND THEN I . EATING MACHINE.
CAN AFFORD :
TO BLY...
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AND, LIKE A TRUE ENTREFRENELR, HE ALL HE HAS TO PO /S MAKE SURE
HAS A PLAN TO ACHIEVE HIS GOAL. THAT HIS PLAN IS REALIST/C.

BY THIS TIME
y TOMORROW.,
- - I'LL BE
/7 IF I SELL ALL THE SHIRTS IN N\ LOADED!
{ THAT BOX AT THE RIGHT PRICE, \
\ I'lL HAVE MORE THAN ENOUGH /

CASH FOR MY BIKE.




THE NEXT DAY, AT LLUNCH.

T=-SHIRTS
FOR SALE!




BUT THE RESPONSE IS NOT
GLITE WHAT JOJO EXPECTED.

i

HEY GUYS!
WANNA BLY
A T-SHIRT?

UH, SORRY
JO. NO CASH

k-
'
e YEAH, ME

TOO... UH... MY
WALLET'S IN MY
ROOM.

AND, ALMOST AS SOON AS HE'S BEGLUN,
THE BELL RINGS FOR THE END OF
LUNCH, AND THE DRUMMING NOISE OF
RUNNING FEET FILLS THE CAFETERIA.

WHAT ABOUT YOU,
TED? THIS'LL LOOK
GREAT ON YOL.




BUT ONE PERSON STAYS.

I'LL WEAR IT
EVERY DAY!

THAT'S COOL

HEY, PEG REALLY GOOD
HEY, JO! THANKS! QUALITY.

I'LL TAKE
ONE.

OU CAN WEAR THEM
AS OFTEN AS YOQU LIKE
AHE""THE\"' WON'T
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LATER THAT
NIGHT, JOJO
LIES AND LOOKS
AT THE PICTURE
OF HIS
MOLUNTAIN BIKE.

SO7 HOW
MANY DID YOU

100

INCLUDING

THE THREE I ONLY A FEW
SOLD TO You HUNPRED MORE,
BUYSP FOLR. THEi‘;Iﬂ 5_ g#cré ‘BLI‘E

NO WONDER SHE

/BOUGHT A SHIRT. JOJO,
SHE'S HAD A CRL/SH ON
YOL SINCE HER FIRST




WHY ARE YOU
BIGGLING?

I THINK SHE
WAS MORE
INTERESTED IN
YOL/ THAN THE
SHE WAS IN THE
SHIRT.

BUT PESPITE HIS FRIENDS" BEST INTENTIONS.
JOJO FEELS LIKE HE'S UNDPER ATTACK.

MAYBE YOU
COULD TRY
SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
JTOMORROW,

YEAH, JO,
SELLING ONE
SHIRT TO PEG
IS NOT A SIGN
THAT THINGS
WENT WELL.

CHANGE
IS 6OOD!
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AND JOJO POESN'T TAKE
WELL TO BEING ATTACKED.

BUT IT WAS A MAYBE KIDS OR MAYBE WE
BREAT DAY! I WOULD PREFER COULD DO SOME

SOLD FOLR T-SHIRTS WITH TO FIND
SHIRTS! PICTURES ON EE&SL’;‘:'FJ ﬁﬁr KIDS
THEM. WANT OR WHERE
THE BEST PLACES

I WOULD HAVE , ] ARE TO SELL.

SOLD MORE '
’ OR MAYBE WE COULD
BUT NO ONE MAKE SOME KIND OF

HAD CASH ON —
THEM. PACKAGING FOR THEM.

RELAX, JO,

WE'RE JUST

TRYING TO
HELP.
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I'M NOT CHANGING
ANYTHING! MY PLAN IS
PERFECT AS IT IS.

BEFORE YOQOU CAN
EVEN SAY, "CHANGE",
I'LL GET MY BIKE.
YOLU'LL SEE!

HE'S SO FOCUSSED
ON THAT BIKE THAT
HE CAN'T SEE THAT
THINGS WENT
TERRIBLY TODAY.




LUNCH THE NEXT DAY WAS JUST BUT THEN, THROLUIGH THE HAZE OF THE HEAT,
THE SAME AS BEFORE FOR JOJO.

HE SEES SOMEONE NEW. A CLUISTOMER!
AND, SUPPENLY, THERE IS HOPE!

S50 NOW HE |5 WAITING OUTSIDE THE
SCHOOL FOR PEOFLE TO WALK BY.

AND HE WAITS.
AND WAITS,
AND WAITS ...

MAN, IT'S HOT .
THAT'S THE FIRST
PERSON I'VE SEEN IN
AN HOLUR. AND HE
31 WASN'T INTERESTED
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THE HEAT STINGS HIS EVES AS THE BUT WHEN THE
SHADOWY FIGLIRE BETS CLOSER. SHADOW EMERGES

EROM THE HAZE, HE | ,
’ CAN'T HELP THINKING HEY, JO! I CAN'T
THAT PERHAPS HIS TELL YOU HOW MUCH
ERIENDS WERE I LOVE THIS SHIRT.
RIGHT. I'LL TAKE ANOTHER.

SURE, PEG.
AND THANKS.
AGAIN.

105



P o)
- Q \ A OF DESIEN...
= £
=

MEANWHILE, THE |l h 2,
THLINCERBOLT & A 52 ’ :
KIDS HAVE A C oot i

PLAN OF . : ;

&9 / so you Buy
THEIR OWN. . YOUR CLOTHES IF THEY

WITH SOPHIE IN CHARGE |\ FE,E;T,&%-TE r»'f NN m;_‘é’”ﬂ”ﬁ T/
OF RESEARCH... SUNDAYS? = ¥ GIVE ‘EM ONE DESIGN

COLOUR. DOWN, FOUR
TO 60...

YEAH! AND IT'S
USUALLY PRETTY

COLOLRFLL
STUFF.
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50 THERE'S JUST ONE MORE PETAIL TO SORT OUT
BEFORE THE PLAN /S COMPLETE: THE MARKET!

... AND TOM IN CHARGE
OF PACKABING...

A CANNING
MACHINE... T-SHIRTS
IN A CAN” I BET NO
ONE'S THOUSGHT OF
THAT BEFORE.

THIS SUNDAY?
STARTING AT
8AM?Z WE'LL
BE THERE!
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AS PERSISTENT AS EVER, JOJO BUT, SUPDENLY, HIS DREAM /S INTERRLFTED
HANGS ON TO HIS PREAM. AND HE COMES BACK TO REALITY.

HEY! WHAT THE

HECK IS YOUR

JUST KEEP ON

TRYING., YOU'LL PROBLEM?!
SELL MORE

TOMORROW.
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IDID A
LITTLE
RESEARCH.
MOST KIDS
SEEM TO
\ LIKE SHIRTS /
A\ LIKE THAT. £

I CAME UP

WITH A FEW
DESIGNS,

BASED ON
WHAT SOPHE
FOUND OUT.

I CAME UP
WITH A WAY OF
PACKAGING
THE SHIRTS S0
THAT THEY
WOLULD STAND
our.
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JOJO STUPIES THE SHIRTS IN CANS FOR WHAT
SEEMS LIKE AGES. EVENTUALLY HE JUST STARES
INTO THE DPISTANCE.

JOP DO YOU
LIKE THEM? SAY
SOMETHING!

110

7 SAY SOMETHING?

THE ONLY THING I
CAN SAY IS THAT I'M
SORRY. THEY'RE
AWESOME.

I GUESS I
JUST NEEDED
A REALITY
CHECK.




THAT SUNDAY, AT THE MARKET
|| ON THE MAINLAND...

111

YOU KNOW THAT
BIKE WAS ALWAYS A
DREAM. BUT NOW

THAT DREAM IS
MORE REAL THAN




6. FOOD FOR THOUGHT

n2




ONE MORNING,
NOT LONE
BEFORE LLUNCH.

WHY DO You
LOOK S0
STRESSED?

YOU NEED
SOME
HELP7

13

w

THE SCHOOL'S BIGGEST

FUNDPER, MR SCHNOZ IS

COMING TODAY FOR AN
INSPECTION AND-




DID YOU SAY,
HELP? YOU
ANGELS/!

THAT HAGRID
HAS CLEANED
THE LAKE. THEN
CHECK THE
OWLS ARE IN
THEIR CAGES.

THEN CHECK IF £
CHEF |S READY

FOR LLUNCH.

I KNOW I'M STRESSED,
BUT I'D HATE TOQ BE CHEF.
MR SCHNOZ IS SUPER
FLISSY ABOUT FOOD.
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AM I DREAMING,
OR DID TIA JUST
IMAGINE SHE WAS IN
A HARRY POTTER

I THINK WE SHOULD
IGNORE THE COMMENT
ABOUT HAGRID AND THE
OWLS AND HEAD STRAIGHT
FOR THE KITCHEN.




LOOK!
THERE'S

WOW! CooL
MENL! MR
SCHNOZ |S GONNA
LOVE THIS.
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THIS IS BAD.
LUNCH IS IN ABOUT
30 MINUTES.




-
"I CAN'T COOK
FOR THE CRAZY
MR SCHNCOZ. I
CAN'T TAKE THE

PRESSLURE.
FORGIVE ME!
LOVE - CHEF"
.

"1

o

4

IF TIA FINDS
OUT, SHE'LL FLIP.
SHE ALREADY
THINKS WE'RE AT
HOBWARTS
INSTEAD OF
THUNDERBOLT.

WE CAN'T TELL TIA.
WE'LL HAVE TO STLDY
THE MENU OLIRSELVES
AND WORK OUT HOW TO
COQK LIKE CHEF.
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MEANWHILE, THE FLISSY MR
SCHNOZ ARIVES IN HIS LIMMO.

YOUR
COURTYARD
IS VERY
DUSTY.

PLEASE DON'T BE ! f '\
IN A BAD MOOD, ' PLEASE,

MR SCHNOZ. : CHEF, MAKE
_- ME PROUD!
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IDON'T
LUNDERSTAND HALF ¥

THE WORDS ON
. THAT MENL.

THEY'RE ALL

FRENCH
COOKING
METHQODS.

DPON'T WORRY,
WE'LL FIND A
BOOK THAT

EXPLAINS
EVERYTHING.

MEANWHILE, JOJO /S SURE THE OTHERS ARE THINKING TOO
NARROWLY ABOLUT THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO COOK LLINCH.

SAUTOIR?
VELOUTE?

= I DON'T
ALLIENINE UNDERSTAND ANY

OF THIS STUFF, BUT
I'M PRETTY SURE I
CAN MAKE THE
FOOD LOOK LIKE
IT DOES IN THESE
PICTURES.

AND IF IT LOOKS
RIGHT AND TASTES
6000, THEN WHO
CARES IF I CAN'T
SPEAK FRENCH?




THE FIRST COLIRSE IS EASY.

DESSERT IS EASY TOO.

SORBET? THE
PICTURE LOOKS

THAT'LL KEEP
THEM BUSY 'TIL
I FINISH THE
MAIN COURSE.

CHEF COOKED THE
SHRIMPS ALREADY. A

LITTLE PINK_ MAYONAISE LIKE /CE CREAM
AND THEN THE SHRIMP TO ME? 3 KIND OF 12
COCKTAIL IS DONE! CREAM. EH?

N WHO KNEW?P
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THE MAIN
COURSE LOOKS
TRICKY. I GLUESS
I'LL JUST HAVE

WHAT [F I THINK

TO MAKE IT
ABOUT AT ALL THE
SIMPLER. INGREDIENTS
SEPARATELY?

FIRSTLY,
WHAT'S THE MOST
FUNDAMENTAL
PART OF THIS
COURSE?

THE ANSWER:
BEEF FILLET.
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MEANWHILE, IN THE LIBRARY .

SAUTEED
POTATOES... HEY,
HAS ANYONE WORKED
OUT WHAT SALTEE
MEANS?

AND IN THE DINING ROOM. TI4 AND MR SCHNOZ
EAT LUNCH, UNAWARE THAT JOJO IS THEIR CHEF.

THE SHRIMP
COCKTAIL WAS
VERY ¢00PD. BUT
THEN, OF COLRSE,
A CHILD COULD
MAKE A SHRIMP
COCKTAIL.

/ OF COURSE! \
[ THANK GOODNESS }
WE HAVE ATOP }

\ FRENCH CHEF. /
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NOW FOR THE

REST OF THE
INGREDIENTS...

WHICH OF THESE
HAVE SOMETHING [N
COMMON? AND
WHICH ARE
DIFFERENT?

ALL THE DRY
E00DS LIKE FLOUR
AND SPICES CAN GO
TO ONE SIDE.

AND ALL THE
FRESH THINGS,
LIKE VEGETABLES
TO THE OTHER.
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NOW WHICH OF
THESE VEGETABLES
G0 TOGETHER? AND
WHICH SHOULD
BE APART?

THAT

') i
-

Ty —r
K/
VS NWANTY
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WHAT'S LEFT
OVER? MILK,
FLOUR, EGGS,
CREAM...

I'VE USED
EVERYTHING
ELSE, 50 THIS
MLUST BE THE
STUFF THAT
MAKES THE
SAUCE.
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COME ON, LET'S
607 WE'RE NEARLY
OUT OF TIME.

HAVE YOU
THOLUGHT ABOUT
THE FACT THAT WE
NOW ACTUALLY
HAVE TO COOK
THIS STUFF?

DON'T
REMING ME.

AND WHERE
THE HECK IS
Joz



A LITTLE

AND FINALLY . GARNISH... AND
PRESENTAICON. THEN WE'RE

A SPRINKLE OF DONE!

HERBS...




JEEPERS, - .

JO, WHAT
HAVE YOU
DONE/?

<

JO, YOU DON'T

KNOW 4 THING
LIT COOKING!

COOKING IS
ABOUT MORE
THAN MERE
WORPS, MY
FRIENDS.

DON'T BE S0

NARROW-
MINDED. I'VE GOT
IT COVERED!
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AS JOJO CARRIES OUT THE MAIN
COLURSE, HE CAN'T HELP NOTICING
THE ICY MOOD IN THE DINING ROOM.

129

IF MY FOOD
DOESN'T CHEER
LP THAT MAN,
THEN MY NAME
ISN'T CHEF
AUGUSTE DU
JOJO.

I HOPE YOU'RE
RIGHT. HE LOQKS
LIKE HE COULD KILL
Us WITH ONE BLOW

N OF HIS NOSE!




ALL THE IN THE ROOM -
EROM ﬂfﬁ %gam THE TIA’S HEART RACES AS
THUNDERBOLT KIDS - NOW RESTS ON SHE STUTTERS...

MR SCHNOZ'S FIRST BITE OF FOOD.

H-HOW IS IT,
MR SCHNOZ?
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BUT THE LOOK ON
HIS FACE SAYS IT ALL.

IF THE REST
OF YOUR SCHOOL
WORKS LIKE YOUR
KITCHEN, TIA, THEN
YOU CAN HAVE MY
SUPPORT FOR
YEARS TO COME!




AND PLEASE GIVE MY
COMPLIMENTS TO YOLUR
YOU ARE EXCELLENT CHEF.
RUNNING AN
QOUTSTANDING
SCHOOL, TIA.

THAT'S WHY
THEY SAY THE
WAY TO A MAN'S
HEART IS
THROUGH HIS
STOMACH?
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7. CHEMISTRY MAN

133




IN THEIR FIRST EVER
CHEMISTRY LESSON,
THE THUNDERBOLT
KIPS ARE INTRODUCED
TO CHEMISTRY MAN.

PREPARE TO BE
DAZZLED AS MY TRUSTY
SIDEKICK AND I SHOW
YOU THE SUPER POWER
OF CHEMISTRY!
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AS CHEMISTRY MAN GIVES HIS LESSON,
A FIREWORK SHOW OF CHEMCIAL
REACTIONS EXPLODES BEHIND HIM.

CHEMISTRY
YOU MUST BE
PRECISE!

ONE DECIMAL POINT
IN THE WRONG PLACE
COULD CAUSE A
CATASTROPHE!

135

YOU MUST BE
LOBGICAL! THERE
IS NO ROOM FOR

CALCULATIONS
THAT DON'T MAKE

SENSE.




THE WHOLE THING IS

MORE LIKE A MAG/C HANK you! I MUST RETIRE TO
SHOW THAN A :
SCIENCE CLASS. THANK YOU MY TRAILER

EVERYONE! ~ BRIEFLY, BUT I WILL
- "\ SEE YOU SHORTLY AT

AND YOU MUST REALISE
WHEN YOU ARE NEITHER
PRECISE NOR LOGICAL .
BECAUSE FAILURE COULD
BE DEADLY .

e —

7" HE'S A BIT
{ OVER THE TOP,
 BLT THAT WAS
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A LITTLE LATER, AFTER LLUNCH.

Y LKETHIS O now 1s 1T N o
SUNDAE, WHAT \ [ a1ADE Lip? AND WHAT
IS IT MADE OF7 L THERE ARE DOES IT

CHEMISTRY WE ASK: WHAT IS IT TCE CREAMAND _ BALLS OF ICE gy pboz
IS ABOUT MADE OF? HOW IS IT : UTS. A1 CREAM IN A =

COMPOSITION, MADE UP? AND WHAT - | eLass, WITH |

STRUCTLRE AND DOES IT DO? \ NOTSON /|
PROPERTIES. \ "5 /
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FOR THE FIRST TIME THE WHOLE
LAY, THE BOLD, CONFIPENT
CHEMISTRY MAN SEEMS
UNSLIRE OF HIMSELF - AND
PERHAPS A LITTLE NERVOLIS -
AS HE EXPLAINS THE
PROPERTIES OF AN ICE
CREAM SLINDAE.

WELL, EVEN
THOUGH IT'S
COLD, IT MAKES
YOU FEEL ALL
WARM AND

BECAUSE

IT'S S0000

DELICIOUS.

138

AND ALTHOUGH I
REALLY SHOLILON'T
EAT THESE, I CAN'T

HELP MYSELF.

IT'S THE
NUTS . THEY
MAKE ME
60... WELL...

_ NUTS!




ON THEIR WAY
BACK TO THE
NEXT CHEMISTRY
SESSION...

HE'S A LITTLE
FULL OF HIMSELF,
BUT HE'S QUITE
AMAZING WHEN
HE'S WORKING .

BUT NOTHING IS GUITE AS WEIRD

AS WHAT THEY SEE NEXT .

YEAH, BUT DID
YOU SEE HOW
NERVOUS HE GOT
OVER THAT ICE
CREAM? THAT'S
JUST WEIRD.




=
Y4=9

o=
= O




BUT THE OTHER KIDS SEEM LESS
BOTHERED BY THE SLDDEN CHANGE BUT REAL
IN CHEMISTRY MAN'S APPEARANCE. CHEMISTRY IS
el S
YES, BAS/C AND INSTINCT, NOT GENILUSES
CHEMISTRY IS LoGIC. DON'T

PRECISE AND
EVERYTHING  COMPARED LOGICAL, ﬂ?{ﬁfﬁgg E

YOU HAVE SEEN
UP ‘TIL NOW IS IETTIHEJEH ﬂé’éﬁi
CHILDSPLAY... TO TEACH YOU.
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FOR NOW, I
WILL TELL YOU
THAT IT IS AN
LUNFINISHED
EXPERIMENT.

I BET YOU'RE
WONDERING
WHAT'S LUINDER
THE SHEET.

AND HERE IS
THE FORMLULA.

WE'LL GET
TO THAT IN
A MINUTE.




BUT WHO NEEDS A
FORMULA WHEN YOU
HAVE GEN/US ON
YOUR SIDE?
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WHOA! I DON'T
KNOW WHAT THE
HECK THIS IS, BUT
IT LOOKS
COMPLICATED.

EARLIER, HE MADE
SUCH A FUSS ABOUT ¥
HOW EVEN A DECIMAL LW AND I CAN ALREADY SEE %
POINT IN THE WRONG ABOUT TEN DIFFERENCES '\
PLACE COULD CAUSE A BETWEEN WHAT'S ON THE
CATASTROPHE. BOARD AND WHAT'S ON
THIS PAPER.
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AND NOW I GIVE YOU...
MY EXPERIMENT!

/ IN A MINUTE YOU
WILL SEE HOW A FEW
SIMPLE CHEMICALS
CAN PROPEL A ROCKET
TO THE STARS/

THAT
THING'S A
PIECE OF
JUNK. WE
GOTTA GET
OUTTA
HERE!

5.
]

T DON'T WANNA JUMP TO J
CONCLLUSIONS, BUT DO YOU

THINK THIS IS WHAT HE MEANT
WHEN HE SAID NUT SUNDAES /4
MAKE HIM 80 NUTS?
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SUNDPAE OR NO SUNDAE, THE THUNDERBOLT KIPS AGREE
THAT CHEMISTRY MAN DEFINITELY HAS GONE NUTS. WAIT! WHERE
ARE YOU GOING?
YOU'LL MISS THE
LALUNCH!

YOU 6UYS GET TIA.
WE'LL TRACK DOWN
HIS SIDEKICK .
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A MINUTE LATER,
OUTSIPE TIA’S OFFICE.

HER DOOR'S

OPEN! SHE
MUST BE IN.

HE'S BONNA Y 1 sHoW
BLOW P HIM WHAT IT

THE WHOLE e
SCHOOL! %fgﬁﬂ




AT THE SAME TIME,
OUTS/PE THE
COTTAGE WHERE
CHEMISTRY MAN
AND HIS SIPEKICK
ARE STAYING...

WHAT THE
HECK
HAPPENED
TO you?
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QUICK!
UNTIE ME. 4

AND THEN
TELL ME, DID
SOMEONE
FEED HIM




HE CAN'T EAT
NUTS. HE LOVES
THEM, BUT HE'S

ALLERGIC. THEY

MAKE HIM GO

CRAZY. NUTS!
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WHAT'S IN THE
SYRINGE?

THINK OF IT AS A
SHOT OF COMMON
SENSE. IT'LL BRING

HIM BACK TO
REALITY.




STA
CALM, THIS
IS A FIRE
DRILL!

DO NOT BE
ALARMED BY THE
ROCKETS RUGGED
APPEARANCE. THERE
IS GENIUS IN - |
THESE TORN




PUT IT
COWN,
CHEMISTRY
MAN! IT'S
NOT READY.
IT DOESN'T
MAKE
SENSE TO
LIGHT IT
NOW!

IN CHEMISTRY MAN'S MIND, THE POWER OF NUTS

BATTLES WITH THE POWER OF COMMON SENSE.
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s

o

REALISING THAT HIS WORDS WILL
MAKE NO DIFFERENCE, THE FEARLESS
SIDEKICK LEAPS THROLUGH THE AlR...

1
ne

BUT WILL HE BE

QUICKER THAN
CHEMISTRY MANZ
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LATER THE
SAME DAY, IN
THE HOSPITAL.

I WAS SO
BLINDED BY MY
ARROGANCE THAT
I COULDN'T SEE
HOW ABSLIRD MY
ACTIONS WERE.

ACTUALLY MORE
LIKE "NLTTED BY
NLUTS" BUT CLOSE J©

ENOUGH. .
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8. THE ASTROLOGER

154




ONE AFTERNOON, FARRAH COMES HOME WITH A BOX

FULL OF DECORATIONS FOR HER AND SOPHIE'S ROOM.

155

I'VE DISCOVERED
A WHOLE NEW
THING CALLED
ASTROLOGY!




YOU MUST
BE JOKING/

IT CAN HELP
YOU LEARN ALL
SORTS CF
THINGS ABOUT
YOURSELF.

AND IT CAN
HELP YOU
FORETELL THE
FUTURE.
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ASTROLOBY IS
NOTHING BUT A
LOAD OF CHEAP
TRICKS TO FOOL

WEAK MINDS.

NO IT'S
NOT! THESE
THINGS ARE

PRETTY!




NO, THEY'RE UJGLY.
AND THEY'RE UGLY,
BECALISE ASTROLOGY
IS SILLY.
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WHAT DO YOU/ WHAT THE
KNOW ABOLT THE Eﬁgg&gg’%
DIFFERENCE POSED
BETWEEN LIGLY AND -
BEAUTIFLL?!




AND WHAT MAKES
YOL THE AUTHORITY

A ON ABSOLUTELY

\ EVERYTHING?!




I GUESS THE
MORAL OF THE
STORY IS: DON'T
TELL FARRAH THAT

ek Tﬂéﬁs ARE f7 ok, so maveE

THE THINGS |

FAZ! COME AREN'T UBLY. / 4
ON! WHY ARE

You SO

>
BUT THE N\

THINKING '\
BEHIND THEM /S.
\ ~AND I'LL HAVE
A\ TO SHOW HER
b THAT.




LATER THE
SAME DPAY.
I THOUGHT I'D
HELP YOU PUT
UP YOUR
ASTROLOGICAL
ORNAMENTS.

WHAT ARE
YOU DOING?




I RESEARCHED A
FEW THINGS AND NOW

BUT I THOUGHT YOU K Tréﬂmfﬁé? o

WEREN'T INTERESTED

IN ASTROLOGY.




NOW, IF YOU'LL
EXCUSE ME, I Bsn N OIEE
HAVE ATEA LEAF '
AND NOT JUST READING IN THE
ASTROLOGY. THERE ARE CAFETERIA.
OTHER SIMILAR BELIEFS JUST BECALSE
I'VE LEARNED ABOUT THERE ARE LOTS
THAT ARE ALSO... OF BOOKS ABOLT
INCREDIBLE! ASTROLOGY, I
GLEESS THAT
DOESN'T MAKE
IT TRLE...
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A FEW MINUTES LATER -
IN THE CAFETERIA. YES! I SEE IT
CLEARLY NOW.
RIGHT THERE!

I SEE
TERRIBLE
THINGS.
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OH NO... I THINK SHE'S
RIGHT. I'M GOING TO THE
DENT/IST NEXT WEEK.

A 4

7

YOU, JACK!
YOL/ WILL SOON
FEEL TERRIBLE

BUT WE'RE
ALL GOING TO
THE DENTIST
MEXT WEEK.

SHE

CANNOT BE
SERIOUS!
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I KNEW IT! A
CUP OF TEA IS
A POWERFLIL

TIA! MY
TEETH ARE

FINE, I
SWEAR!

L -"’.
¥,

. A=

TEA LEAF HAVE
TO DO WITH THE
REAL W{?ELE?

ISN'T THAT KIND N
OF A SIMPLE

WAY TO LOOK AT

THINGS?




NOT AT ALL! IT'S

ACTUALLY TERRIBLY \

COMPLEX. I JUST
DON'T HAVE TIME
TO GO INTO IT ALL

RIGHT NOW.

COME TO THE
OBSERVATORY
TONIGHT AND I'LL
TELL YOU HOW I

PREDICTED JACK'S
PAINFUL :

EXPERIENCE.

BUT JACK'S DENTIST ©
APPOINTMENT IS JUST
. A COINCIDENCE!




LATER THAT EVENING,
FARRAH FINDS HER
WAY TO THE

OBSERVATORY .

WHAT THE
HECK IS THAT
NOISE?

BEHOLD,

THEY ARE

ABOUT TO
ALIGN!




SOPH, WHAT
ON EARTH ARE
YOU DOING?!

WE'RE WAITING FOR
VENUS TO ALIGN WITH
NEPTUNE S0 WE CAN

MAKE A WISH.

IT'S VERY

ARE YOU
KIDDING? HOW
CAN THE
PLANETS AFFECT
WHAT GOES ON
DOWN HERE?

BUT THIS IS

ASTROLOGY,
FAZ!




OH... YEAH... I
FORBOT . LOOK,
I'M KINDA T/IRED.

I'LL SEE YOU

TOMORROW.

DON'T
WORRY, I'LL
MAKE A WISH

FOR YOU!

DON'T YOU
THINK YOU'RE

OVERDPOING
IT A BIT?

DO YOU THINK
SHE'S GETTING
THE MESSAGE?

THE
MESSAGE
THAT YOU'VE
GONE NUTS?
SURE!




WAKE UP!
WE HAVE TO
BE AT THE
CIRCUS IN
AN HOLUR.

NEXT MORNING,

AT THE CRACK
OF DAWN.

WHY DO WE
HAVE TO BE
HERE SO
EARLY? THE
SHOW IS ONLY
AT 2PM?P

YOU'RE
GOING TO
HAVE YOUR
FORTUNE
TCOLD.
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- = f
AT THE ENTRANCE A FEW MINUTES LATER.
TO THE FORTLNE- "P'r,
TELLER'S TENT. / -

I SEE A GIRL
WITH BLLIE
HAIR. ..

g
N \ : UH, SOPH SAID WE HAD
. ‘ AN APPOINTMENT ...

2/




SHE IS LOST.
CONFUSED!
SHE IS IN GREAT
DANGER/!

OH, PUH~-
LEASE/! IN
GREAT DANGER
OF FALLING
ASLEEP!
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I'M NOT
LISTENING TO
ANYMORE OF THIS
RLBBISH! COME
ON, SOPH, WE'RE




WHY DO YOU
LOOK SO HAPPY?
I THOUGHT YOU'D
BE OFFENDED.

ARE YOU
KIDDING? THAT
WAS BRILLIANT/
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I WAS JUST
BELIEVED IN

RLBBISH.

I JUST LIKED THE

ORNAMENTS,
SOPH...

ACTING. I WAS
AFRAID YOU REALLY

ASTROLOGY AND
ALl THAT OTHER

I JUST WANTED
TO SHOW YoUu
WHAT IT WAS ALL
REALLY ABOUT.




THE OLDER I

JUST SO YOU
I SHOULD BE MAD AT GET, THE LESS
THﬁH}? ﬁbﬂfﬁqﬁs YOU, BUT I'M ACTUALLY I UNDERSTAND

QUITE /IMPRESSED GIRLS.
S WITH YOUR ACTING.
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