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How to use this book

 

Th is b o o k co n t a in s severa l sect io n s.

 

•

 

C lick t h e Bo o km arks an d  Page b u t t o n  in  t h e t o o l b a r  t o  
d isp lay  an  elect ro n ic Tab le  o f Co n t en t s.  D o u b le -c l ic k t h e 
sm all p age ico n  t o  t h e left  o f a  b o o km ark n am e t o  ju m p  t o  
t h a t  p age in  t h e b o o k.

 

•

 

List  o f Fab les b y Tit le  list s t h e  fab les in  t h e o rd er  in  wh ich  
t h ey ap p ear  in  t h is b o o k. Select in g an y t it le  w ill t ake yo u  
t o  t h a t  fab le .  Select  t h e  t it le  o n  t h e first  p age o f t h e fab le  
t o  re t u rn  t o  t h e List  o f Fab les b y Tit le .

 

continued . . .

 

The Fox and the Crow
A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a p iece of ch eese in  its beak an d sett le on  a bran ch  of 

a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said  th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good day, 

Mistress Crow,” h e cried . “How well you  are lookin g today: h ow glossy your feath ers; 

h ow brigh t your eyes. I feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at  of oth er birds, just  as your 

figure does. Let  m e h ear bu t on e son g from  you th at  I m ay greet  you  as th e Queen  of 

Birds.” Th e Crow lifted  up  h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best , bu t  th e m om en t sh e 

open ed h er m outh  th e p iece of ch eese fell to th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e 

Fox. “Th at will do,” said  h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your ch eese I will 

give you  a p iece of advice for th e fu ture: 

Do not trust flatterers.

?
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•

 

In d ex  o f Tit les list s t h e  fab le  t it les a lp h ab et ica lly . 
Select in g an y t it le  w ill t ake yo u  t o  t h a t  fab le .  C lick t h e Go  
Back b u t t o n  in  t h e t o o l b a r  t o  re t u rn  t o  t h e In d ex  o f Tit les.

 

•

 

In d ex  o f Mo ra ls list s t h e  fab le  m o ra ls a lp h ab et ica lly . 
Select in g an y m o ra l w ill t ake yo u  t o  t h a t  fab le .  Select  t h e  
m o ra l a t  t h e  en d  o f an y fab le  t o  re t u rn  t o  t h e In d ex  
o f Mo ra ls.

 

continued . . .

The Fox and the Crow
A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a p iece of ch eese in  its beak an d sett le on  a bran ch  of 

a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said  th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good day, 

Mistress Crow,” h e cried . “How well you  are lookin g today: h ow glossy your feath ers; 

h ow brigh t your eyes. I feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at  of oth er birds, just  as your 

figure does. Let  m e h ear bu t on e son g from  you th at  I m ay greet  you  as th e Queen  of 

Birds.” Th e Crow lifted  up  h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best , bu t  th e m om en t sh e 

open ed h er m outh  th e p iece of ch eese fell to th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e 

Fox. “Th at will do,” said  h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your ch eese I will 

give you  a p iece of advice for th e fu ture: 

Do not trust flatterers.

?
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•

 

Fab le  Q u est io n s en co u rages yo u  t o  an swer  an d  ask n ew 
q u est io n s ab o u t  each  fab le .  Select  an y fab le’s q u est io n  
m ark t o  go  t o  t h a t  fab le’s q u est io n  p age. To  ret u rn  t o  t h e 
fab le ,  se lect  t h e  a rro w a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f t h e q u est io n  p age.

 

•

 

Ho w t o  Crea t e  Yo u r  O wn  Glo ssa ry  an d  Q u est io n  Pages 
t e lls yo u  h o w t o  ad d  an d  rep lace q u est io n s an d  glo ssa ry  
it em s.

 

•

 

Ho w t o  Pr in t  an d  Make Yo u r  O wn  Bo o k t e lls yo u  h o w t o  
crea t e  yo u r  o wn  p ap er  b o o k.

The Fox and the Crow
A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a p iece of ch eese in  its beak an d sett le on  a bran ch  of 

a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said  th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good day, 

Mistress Crow,” h e cried . “How well you  are lookin g today: h ow glossy your feath ers; 

h ow brigh t your eyes. I feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at  of oth er birds, just  as your 

figure does. Let  m e h ear bu t on e son g from  you th at  I m ay greet  you  as th e Queen  of 

Birds.” Th e Crow lifted  up  h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best , bu t  th e m om en t sh e 

open ed h er m outh  th e p iece of ch eese fell to th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e 

Fox. “Th at will do,” said  h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your ch eese I will 

give you  a p iece of advice for th e fu ture: 

Do not trust flatterers.

?

 

?
The Fox and�

the Crow�
1  Wh o is th e flat terer in  th e fable? 

2  Wh at is th e purpose of th e flat tery? 

3  Wh y do you  th in k th e crow en joyed bein g flat tered? 

4  Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would you  say th e m oral in  your own
words?
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INTRODUCTION

 

“Tut, tu t , ch i ld” said  th e Duc hess.
“Everyth in g’s go t a m o ral, if o n ly you  can  fin d it .”

—Lewis Carro ll, 

 

Alice’s Adventures in W onderland

 

A fable is a very sh ort story th at tells us h ow to beh ave or 
th at teach es us a lesson . Usually, but n ot always, fables 
are stories about an im als th at talk like people. Th e lesson  
th at a fable teach es us is called a m oral. It’s n ot h ard to 
fin d th e m orals in  th e fables in  th is book. Th ey are written  
in  italics (slan ted letters) at th e bottom  of th e fables.

Aesop is believed to h ave been  a Greek slave wh o m ade 
up th ese stories to m ake h is life easier. Nobody is really 
sure if Aesop m ade up th ese fables. Wh at is certain , 
h owever, is th at th e stories called Aesop’s Fables are so 
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won derful th at th ey h ave been  told over an d over again  
for th ousan ds of years.

Man y com m on  sayin gs com e from  Aesop’s Fables:

“Don ’t coun t your ch icken s before th ey h atch ,” an d
“Hon esty is th e best policy,” an d
“Look before you leap”

are fam iliar exam ples.

Wh eth er a Greek slave n am ed Aesop m ade up th ese 
stories or wh eth er m an y people livin g at differen t tim es 
m ade up th e stories is n ot im portan t. Wh at’s im portan t is 
th at th e stories h ave survived an d are worth  re-tellin g. 
Adobe System s is proud to presen t th em  in  th e n ewest 
form  of story-tellin g: th e Acrobat electron ic book.
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LIST OF FABLES by title

 

Th e W o lf an d  t h e Lam b  

 

14

 

Th e Do g an d  t h e Sh ad o w 

 

15

 

Th e Lio n ’s Sh are  

 

16

 

Th e W o lf an d  t h e Cran e 

 

18

 

Th e Man  an d  t h e Serp en t  

 

20

 

Th e To wn  Mo u se an d  
t h e Co u n t ry  Mo u se 

 

21

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e Cro w 

 

23

 

Th e Sick Lio n  

 

24

 

Th e Ass an d  t h e Lap d o g 

 

25

 

Th e Lio n  an d  t h e Mo u se 

 

27

 

Th e Swallo w an d  t h e 
O t h er  Bird s 

 

29

 

Th e Fro gs Desir in g a  Kin g 

 

30

 

Th e Mo u n t a in s in  Lab o r  

 

32

 

Th e Hares an d  t h e Fro gs 

 

33

 

Th e W o lf an d  t h e Kid  

 

34

 

Th e W o o d m an  an d  
t h e Serp en t  

 

35

 

Th e Ba ld  Man  an d  t h e Fly  

 

36

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e St o rk 

 

37

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e Mask 

 

39

 

Th e Jay an d  t h e Peaco ck 

 

40

 

Th e Fro g an d  t h e O x  

 

41

 

An d ro cles an d  t h e Lio n  

 

43

 

continued . . .
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Th e Ba t ,  t h e  Bird s, 
an d  t h e Beast s 

 

45

 

Th e Hart  an d  t h e Hu n t er  

 

47

 

Th e Serp en t  an d  t h e File  

 

48

 

Th e Man  an d  t h e W o o d  

 

49

 

Th e Do g an d  t h e W o lf 

 

50

 

Th e Belly  an d  t h e 
Mem b ers 

 

52

 

Th e Hart  in  t h e O x-St a ll 

 

54

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e Grap es 

 

55

 

Th e Ho rse, Hu n t er ,  
an d  St ag 

 

56

 

Th e Peaco ck an d  Hera  

 

58

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e Lio n  

 

59

 

Th e Lio n  an d  t h e St a t u e 

 

60

 

Th e An t  an d  t h e 
Grassh o p p er  

 

61

 

Th e Tree an d  t h e Reed  

 

63

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e Ca t  

 

64

 

Th e W o lf in  Sh eep ’s 
C lo t h in g 

 

66

 

Th e Do g in  t h e Man ger  

 

67

 

Th e Man  an d  t h e 
W o o d en  Go d  

 

68

 

Th e Fish er  

 

69

 

Th e Sh ep h erd ’s Bo y 

 

70

 

Th e Yo u n g Th ief an d  
H is Mo t h er  

 

72

 

Th e Man  an d  H is Two  W ives 

 

74

 

Th e Nu rse an d  t h e W o lf 

 

76

 

continued . . .
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Th e To rt o ise  an d  
t h e Bird s 

 

78

 

Th e Two  Crab s 

 

79

 

Th e Ass in  t h e Lio n ’s Skin  

 

80

 

Th e Two  Fello ws an d  
t h e Bear  

 

81

 

Th e Two  Po t s 

 

83

 

Th e Fo u r  O xen  an d  
t h e Lio n  

 

84

 

Th e Fish er  an d  t h e 
Lit t le  Fish  

 

85

 

Avaricio u s an d  En vio u s 

 

86

 

Th e Cro w an d  t h e Pit ch er  

 

87

 

Th e Man  an d  t h e Sa t yr  

 

89

 

Th e Go o se w it h  t h e
Go ld en  Eggs 

 

91

 

Th e Lab o rer  an d  t h e 
N igh t in ga le  

 

92

 

Th e Fo x , t h e  Ro o st er ,  an d  t h e 
Do g 

 

94

 

Th e W in d  an d  t h e Su n  

 

96

 

Hercu les an d  t h e W ago n eer  

 

97

 

Th e Man , t h e Bo y, an d  
t h e Do n key 

 

98

 

Th e Miser  an d  H is Go ld  

 

100

 

Th e Fo x  an d  
t h e Mo sq u it o es 

 

101

 

Th e Fo x  wit h o u t  a  Ta il 

 

102

 

Th e O n e-Eyed  Do e 

 

104

 

Bellin g t h e Ca t  

 

105

 

Th e Hare an d  t h e To rt o ise  

 

107

 

continued . . .
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Th e O ld  Man  an d  
Dea t h  

 

109

 

Th e Hare w it h  Man y 
Frien d s 

 

110

 

Th e Lio n  in  Lo ve 

 

112

 

Th e Bu n d le  o f St icks 

 

114

 

Th e Lio n , t h e  Fo x , 
an d  t h e Beast s 

 

115

 

Th e Mu le’s Bra in s 

 

117

 

Th e Eagle  an d  t h e 
Arro w 

 

119

 

Th e Milkm aid  an d  
Her  Pa il 

 

120

 

Th e Ca t -Maid en  

 

122

 

Th e Ho rse an d  t h e Mu le 

 

123

 

Th e Tru m p et er  Taken  
Pr iso n er  

 

124

 

Th e Bu ffo o n  an d  t h e 
Co u n t rym an  

 

125

 

Th e O ld  W o m an  an d  t h e 
W in e-Ja r  

 

127

 

Th e Fo x  an d  t h e Go a t  

 

128
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æsop’s fables
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The Wolf and the Lamb

 

On ce upon  a tim e a Wolf was lappin g at a sprin g on  a 
h illside wh en , lookin g up, wh at sh ould h e see but a Lam b 
just begin n in g to drin k a little lower down . “Th ere’s m y 
supper,” th ough t h e, “if on ly I can  fin d som e excuse to 
seize it.” Th en  h e called out to th e Lam b, “How dare you 
m uddle th e water from  wh ich  I am  drin kin g.” “Nay, 
m aster, n ay,” said Lam bikin ; “if th e water be m uddy up 
th ere, I can n ot be th e cause of it, for it run s down  from  
you to m e.” “Well, th en ,” said th e Wolf, “wh y did you call 
m e bad n am es th is tim e last year?” “Th at can n ot be,” said 
th e Lam b; “I am  on ly six m on th s old.” “I don ’t care,” 
sn arled th e Wolf, “if it was n ot you it was your fath er”; 
an d with  th at h e rush ed upon  th e poor little Lam b.

 

Any excuse w ill serve a tyran t .

 

?
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The Dog and the Shadow

 

It h appen ed th at a Dog h ad got a piece of m eat an d was 
carryin g it h om e in  h is m outh  to eat it in  peace. Now on  
h is way h om e h e h ad to cross a plan k lyin g across a run -
n in g brook. As h e crossed, h e looked down  an d saw h is 
own  sh adow reflected in  th e water ben eath . Th in kin g it 
was an oth er dog with  an oth er piece of m eat, h e m ade up 
h is m in d to h ave th at also. So h e m ade a sn ap at th e 
sh adow in  th e water, but as h e open ed h is m outh  th e 
piece of m eat fell out, dropped in to th e water, an d was 
n ever seen  again .

 

Beware lest  you lose the substance
by grasping at  the shadow.

 

?
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The Lion’s Share

 

Th e Lion  on ce wen t h un tin g with  th e Fox, th e Jackal, an d 
th e Wolf. Th ey h un ted an d th ey h un ted till at last th ey 
surprised a Stag, an d soon  took its life. Th en  cam e th e 
question  h ow th e spoil sh ould be divided. “Quarter m e 
th is Stag,” roared th e Lion ; so th e oth er an im als skin n ed 
it an d cut it in to four parts. Th en  th e Lion  took h is stan d 
in  fron t of th e carcass an d pron oun ced judgm en t: “Th e 
first quarter is for m e in  m y capacity as Kin g of Beasts; th e 
secon d is m in e as arbiter; an oth er sh are com es to m e for 
m y part in  th e ch ase; an d as for th e fourth  quarter, well, 
as for th at, I sh ould like to see wh ich  of you will dare to 

 

continued . . .



 

17

 

lay a paw upon  it.” “Hum ph ,” grum bled th e Fox as h e 
walked away with  h is tail between  h is legs; but h e spoke 
in  a low growl:

 

Y ou m ay share the labors of  the great ,  
but  you w ill not  share the rewards.

 

?
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The Wolf and the Crane

 

A Wolf h ad been  gorgin g on  an  an im al h e h ad killed, 
wh en  sudden ly a sm all bon e in  th e m eat stuck in  h is 
th roat an d h e could n ot swallow it. He soon  felt terrible 
pain  in  h is th roat, an d ran  up an d down  groan in g an d 
groan in g an d seekin g for som eth in g to relieve th e pain . 
He tried to in duce every on e h e m et to rem ove th e bon e. 
“I would give an yth in g,” said h e, “if you would take it 
out.” At last th e Cran e agreed to try, an d told th e Wolf to 
lie on  h is side an d open  h is jaws as wide as h e could. Th en  
th e Cran e put its lon g n eck down  th e Wolf’s th roat, an d 
with  its beak loosen ed th e bon e, till at last it got it out. 
“Will you kin dly give m e th e reward you prom ised?” said 
th e Cran e. Th e Wolf grin n ed an d sh owed h is teeth  an d

 

continued . . .
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said: “Be con ten t. You h ave put your h ead in side a Wolf’s 
m outh  an d taken  it out again  in  safety; th at ough t to be 
reward en ough  for you.” 

 

Grat itude and greed go not  together

 

?
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The Man and the Serpent

 

A Coun trym an ’s son  by acciden t trod upon  a Serpen t’s 
tail, wh ich  turn ed an d bit h im  so th at h e died. Th e fath er 
in  a rage got h is axe, an d pursuin g th e Serpen t, cut off part 
of its tail. So th e Serpen t in  reven ge began  stin gin g several 
of th e Farm er’s cattle an d caused h im  severe loss. Well, 
th e Farm er th ough t it best to m ake it up with  th e Serpen t, 
an d brough t food an d h on ey to th e m outh  of its lair, an d 
said to it: “Let’s forget an d forgive. Perh aps you were righ t 
to pun ish  m y son , an d take ven gean ce on  m y cattle, but 
surely I was righ t in  tryin g to reven ge h im . Now th at we 
are both  satisfied wh y can ’t we be frien ds again ?” “No, 
n o,” said th e Serpen t, “take away your gifts. You can  n ever 
forget th e death  of your son , n or I th e loss of m y tail.”

 

In juries m ay be forgiven , but  not  
forgot ten .

 

?
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The Town Mouse and
the Country Mouse

 

Now you m ust kn ow th at a Town  Mouse on ce upon  a 
tim e wen t on  a visit to h is cousin  in  th e coun try. He was 
rough  an d ready, th is cousin , but h e loved h is town  frien d 
an d m ade h im  h eartily welcom e. Bean s an d bacon , ch eese 
an d bread, were all h e h ad to offer, but h e offered th em  
freely. Th e Town  Mouse rath er turn ed up h is lon g n ose at 
th is coun try fare, an d said: “I can n ot un derstan d, Cousin , 
h ow you can  put up with  such  poor food as th is, but of 
course you can n ot expect an yth in g better in  th e coun try. 
Com e h om e with  m e an d I’ll sh ow you h ow to live. Wh en  
you h ave been  in  town  a week you will won der h ow you 
could ever h ave stood a coun try life.” No soon er said th an  
don e: th e two m ice set off for th e town  an d arrived at th e 

 

continued . . .
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Town  Mouse’s residen ce late at n igh t. “You will wan t 
som e refresh m en t after our lon g journ ey,” said th e polite 
Town  Mouse, an d took h is frien d in to th e gran d din in g 
room . Th ere th ey foun d th e rem ain s of a fin e feast, an d 
soon  th e two m ice were eatin g up jellies an d cakes an d all 
th at was n ice. Sudden ly th ey h eard growlin g an d barkin g. 
“Wh at is th at?” asked th e Coun try Mouse. “It is on ly th e 
dogs of th e h ouse,” an swered th e oth er. “On ly!” said th e 
Coun try Mouse. “I do n ot like th at m usic at m y din n er.” 
Just at th at m om en t th e door flew open , an d in  cam e two 
h uge dogs, an d th e two m ice h ad to scam per down  an d 
run  off. “Good-bye, Cousin ,” said th e Coun try Mouse. 
“Wh at! Goin g so soon ?” asked th e oth er. “Yes,” h e 
replied. “Better bean s an d bacon  in  peace th an  cakes an d 
ale in  fear.”

 

Bet ter beans and bacon  in  peace
than  cakes and ale in  fear.

 

?
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The Fox and the Crow

 

A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a piece of ch eese in  its 
beak an d settle on  a bran ch  of a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said 
th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good 
day, Mistress Crow,” h e cried. “How well you are lookin g 
today: h ow glossy your feath ers; h ow brigh t your eyes. I 
feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at of oth er birds, just 
as your figure does. Let m e h ear but on e son g from  you 
th at I m ay greet you as th e Queen  of Birds.” Th e Crow 
lifted up h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best, but th e 
m om en t sh e open ed h er m outh  th e piece of ch eese fell to 
th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e Fox. “Th at will 
do,” said h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your 
ch eese I will give you a piece of advice for th e future:

 

Do not  t rust  fl at terers.

 

?
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The Sick Lion

 

A Lion  h ad com e to th e en d of h is days an d lay sick un to 
death  at th e m outh  of h is cave, gaspin g for breath . Th e 
an im als, h is subjects, cam e roun d h im  an d drew n earer as 
h e grew m ore an d m ore h elpless. Wh en  th ey saw h im  on  
th e poin t of death  th ey th ough t to th em selves: “Now is 
th e tim e to pay off old grudges.” So th e Boar cam e up an d 
drove at h im  with  h is tusks. Th en  a Bull gored h im  with  
h is h orn s. Still th e Lion  lay h elpless before th em , so th e 
Ass, feelin g quite safe from  dan ger, cam e up, an d turn in g 
h is tail to th e Lion  kicked up h is h eels in to th e Lion . “Th is 
is a double death ,” growled th e Lion .

 

On ly cowards in sult  dying m ajesty.

 

?
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The Ass and the Lapdog

 

A Farm er on e day cam e to th e stables to see to h is beasts 
of burden ; am on g th em  was h is favorite Ass. Alon g with  
th e Farm er cam e h is Lapdog, wh o dan ced about an d 
licked h is h an d an d frisked about as h appy as could be. 
Th e Farm er felt in  h is pocket, gave th e Lapdog som e 
dain ty food, an d sat down  wh ile h e gave h is orders to h is 
son s. Th e Lapdog jum ped in to h is m aster’s lap an d lay 
th ere blin kin g wh ile th e Farm er stroked h is ears. Th e Ass, 
seein g th is, broke loose from  h is h alter an d com m en ced 
pran cin g about in  im itation  of th e Lapdog. Th e Farm er 
could n ot h old h is sides with  laugh ter, so th e Ass wen t up 
to h im , an d puttin g h is feet upon  th e Farm er’s sh oulder 

 

continued . . .
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attem pted to clim b in to h is lap. Th e Farm er’s son s rush ed 
up with  sticks an d pitch forks an d soon  taugh t th e Ass th at 
clum sy jestin g is n o joke.

 

Clum sy jest ing is no joke.

 

?
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The Lion and the Mouse

 

On ce, wh en  a Lion  was asleep, a little Mouse began  run -
n in g up an d down  upon  h im . Th is soon  waken ed th e 
Lion , wh o placed h is h uge paw upon  h im , an d open ed h is 
big jaws to swallow h im . “Pardon , O Kin g,” cried th e little 
Mouse, “forgive m e th is tim e, I sh all n ever forget it! I m ay 
be able to return  th e favor on e of th ese day?” Th e Lion  
was so tickled at th e idea of th e Mouse bein g able to h elp 
h im  th at h e lifted up h is paw an d let h im  go. Som e tim e 
after, th e Lion  was caugh t in  a trap, an d th e h un ters, wh o 
desired to carry h im  alive to th e Kin g, tied h im  to a tree 
wh ile th ey wen t in  search  of a wagon  to carry h im  on . Just 
th en  th e little Mouse h appen ed to pass by, an d seein g th e 

 

continued . . .
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sad pligh t of th e Lion , wen t up to h im  an d soon  gn awed 
away th e ropes th at boun d th e Kin g of th e Beasts. “Was I 
n ot righ t?” said th e little Mouse.

 

Lit t le f riends m ay prove great  f riends.

 

?
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The Swallow and
the Other Birds

 

It h appen ed th at a Coun trym an  was sowin g som e h em p 
seeds in  a field wh ere a Swallow an d som e oth er birds were 
h oppin g about pickin g up th eir food. “Beware of th at 
m an ,” observed th e Swallow. “Wh y, wh at is h e doin g?” 
asked th e oth ers. “Th at is h em p seed h e is sowin g; be care-
ful to pick up every on e of th e seeds, or else you will repen t 
it.” Th e birds paid n o h eed to th e Swallow’s words, an d by 
an d by th e h em p grew up an d was m ade in to cord, an d of 
th e cords n ets were m ade, an d m an y a bird th at h ad 
ign ored th e Swallow’s advice was caugh t in  n ets m ade out 
of th at very h em p. “Wh at did I tell you?” said th e Swallow.

 

Destroy the seed of  evil,
or it  w ill grow  up to be your ruin .

 

?
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The Frogs Desiring a King

 

Th e Frogs were livin g as h appy as could be in  a m arsh y 
swam p th at just suited th em . Th ey wen t splash in g about, 
carin g for n obody an d n obody troubled th em . But som e 
of th e frogs th ough t th at th is was n ot righ t, th at th ey 
sh ould h ave a kin g an d a proper con stitution , so th ey sen t 
up a petition  to Zeus to give th em  wh at th ey wan ted. 
“Migh ty Zeus,” th ey cried, “sen d un to us a kin g th at will 
rule over us an d keep us in  order.” Zeus laugh ed at th eir 
croakin g an d th rew down  in to th e swam p a h uge Log. Th e 
Frogs were frigh ten ed out of th eir lives by th e com m otion  
m ade in  th eir m idst, an d all rush ed to th e ban k to look at 
th e h orrible m on ster. But after a tim e, seein g th at it did 
n ot m ove, on e or two of th e boldest of th em  ven tured out 
towards th e Log, an d even  dared to touch  it. Still it did n ot
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m ove. Th en  th e greatest h ero of th e Frogs jum ped upon  
th e Log an d com m en ced dan cin g up an d down  upon  it; 
th ereupon  all th e Frogs cam e an d did th e sam e, an d for 
som e tim e th e Frogs wen t about th eir busin ess every day 
with out takin g th e sligh test n otice of th eir n ew Kin g Log 
lyin g in  th eir m idst. But th is did n ot suit th em , so th ey 
sen t an oth er petition  to Zeus, an d said to h im , “We wan t 
a real kin g; on e th at will really rule over us.” Now th is 
m ade Zeus an gry, so h e sen t th em  a big Stork th at soon  set 
to work gobblin g th em  all up. Th en  th e Frogs repen ted, 
but it was too late.

 

Bet ter no rule than  cruel ru le.

 

?
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The Mountains in Labor

 

On e day th e Coun tryfolk n oticed th at th e Moun tain s 
were in  labor; sm oke cam e out of th eir sum m its, th e earth  
was quakin g at th eir feet, trees were crash in g, an d h uge 
rocks were tum blin g. Th ey felt sure th at som eth in g h orri-
ble was goin g to h appen . Th ey all gath ered togeth er in  
on e place to see wh at terrible th in g th is could be. Th ey 
waited an d th ey waited, but n oth in g cam e. At last th ere 
was a still m ore violen t earth quake an d a h uge gap 
appeared in  th e side of th e Moun tain s. Th ey all fell down  
upon  th eir kn ees an d waited. At lon g last, a teen y, tin y 
m ouse poked its little h ead an d bristles out of th e gap an d 
cam e run n in g down  towards th em , an d ever after th ey 
used to say: “Much  outcry, little outcom e.”

 

Much  outcry, lit t le outcom e.

 

?
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The Hares and the Frogs

 

Th e Hares were so persecuted by th e oth er beasts th ey did 
n ot kn ow wh ere to go. As soon  as th ey saw a sin gle an im al 
approach  th em , off th ey used to run . On e day th ey saw a 
troop of wild Horses stam pedin g about, an d in  quite a 
pan ic all th e Hares scuttled off to a n earby lake, deter-
m in ed to drown  th em selves rath er th an  live in  such  a 
con tin ual state of fear. But just as th ey got n ear th e ban k 
of th e lake, a troop of Frogs, frigh ten ed in  th eir turn  by 
th e approach  of th e Hares, scuttled off, an d jum ped in to 
th e water. “Truly,” said on e of th e Hares, “th in gs are n ot 
so bad as th ey seem : th ere is always som eon e worse off 
th an  yourself.”

 

T here is always som eone worse of f  than  
yourself .

 

?
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The Wolf and the Kid

 

A Kid was perch ed on  th e top of a h ouse, an d lookin g 
down  saw a Wolf passin g un der h im . Im m ediately h e 
began  to revile an d attack h is en em y. “Murderer an d 
th ief,” h e cried, “wh y are you h ere n ear h on est folks’ 
h ouses? How dare you m ake an  appearan ce wh ere your 
vile deeds are kn own !” “Curse away, m y youn g frien d,” 
said th e Wolf. “It is easy to be brave from  a safe distan ce.”

 

It  is easy to be brave from  a safe 
distance.

 

?
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The Woodman and
the Serpent

 

On e win try day a Woodm an  was tram pin g h om e from  h is 
work wh en  h e saw som eth in g black lyin g on  th e sn ow. 
Wh en  h e cam e closer h e saw it was a Serpen t, apparen tly 
dead. But h e took it up an d put it in  h is jacket to warm  
wh ile h e h urried h om e. As soon  as h e got in doors h e put 
th e Serpen t down  on  th e h earth  before th e fire. Th e ch il-
dren  watch ed it an d saw it slowly com e to life again . Th en  
on e of th em  stooped down  to stroke it, but th e Serpen t 
raised its h ead an d put out its fan gs an d was about to stin g 
th e ch ild to death . So th e Woodm an  seized h is axe an d 
with  on e stroke cut th e Serpen t in  two. “Ah ,” said h e, “n o 
gratitude from  th e wicked.”

 

N o grat itude from  the w icked.

 

?



 

36

 

The Bald Man and 
the Fly

 

Th ere on ce was a Bald Man  wh o sat down  after work on  a 
h ot sum m er’s day. A Fly cam e up an d kept buzzin g about 
h is bald pate, stin gin g h im  from  tim e to tim e. Th e Man  
aim ed a blow at h is little en em y, but h is palm  cam e on  h is 
h ead in stead; an d again  th e Fly torm en ted h im . But th is 
tim e th e Man  was wiser, an d said: “You will on ly in jure 
yourself if you take n otice of despicable en em ies.”

 

Y ou w ill on ly in jure yourself  if  you take
not ice of  despicable enem ies.

 

?



 

37

 

The Fox and the Stork

 

At on e tim e th e Fox an d th e Stork were on  visitin g term s 
an d seem ed very good frien ds. So th e Fox in vited th e 
Stork to din n er, an d for a joke put n oth in g before h er but 
som e soup in  a very sh allow dish . Th is th e Fox could eas-
ily lap up, but th e Stork could on ly wet th e en d of h er lon g 
bill in  it, an d left th e m eal as h un gry as wh en  sh e began . 
“I am  sorry,” said th e Fox, “th e soup is n ot to your likin g.” 
“Pray do n ot apologize,” said th e Stork. “I h ope you will 
return  th is visit, an d com e an d din e with  m e soon .” So a 
day was appoin ted wh en  th e Fox sh ould visit th e Stork; 
but wh en  th ey were seated at th e table th eir din n er was 
con tain ed in  a very lon g-n ecked jar with  a n arrow m outh , 
in  wh ich  th e Fox could n ot in sert h is sn out. All h e could 
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m an age to do was to lick th e outside of th e jar. “I will n ot 
apologize for th e din n er,” said th e Stork “because on e bad 
turn  deserves an oth er.”

 

One bad turn  deserves another.

 

?
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The Fox and the Mask

 

A Fox h ad by som e m ean s got in to th e storeroom  of a 
th eatre. Sudden ly h e observed a face glarin g down  on  h im  
an d becam e very frigh ten ed; but lookin g m ore closely h e 
foun d it was on ly a Mask, such  as th e type actors use to 
put over th eir face. “Ah ,” said th e Fox, “you look very fin e. 
It’s a pity you h aven ’t got an y brain s.”

 

Outside show  is a poor subst itu te for 
inner worth .

 

?
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The Jay and the Peacock

 

A Jay ven tured in to a yard wh ere Peacocks used to walk 
an d foun d th ere a n um ber of feath ers wh ich  h ad fallen  
from  th e Peacocks wh en  th ey were m oultin g. He tied 
th em  to h is tail an d strutted down  towards th e Peacocks. 
As th e Jay approach ed, th e Peacocks discovered th e dis-
guise an d pecked at th e Jay an d plucked away h is bor-
rowed plum es. So wh en  th e Jay wen t back to th e oth er 
Jays, wh o h ad watch ed h is beh avior from  a distan ce, th ey 
were equally an n oyed with  h im  an d told h im : “It is n ot 
on ly fin e feath ers th at m ake fin e birds.”

 

It  is not  on ly fi ne feathers that  m ake 
fi ne birds.

 

?
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The Frog and the Ox

 

“Oh  Fath er,” said a little Frog to th e big on e sittin g by th e 
side of a pool, “I h ave seen  such  a terrible m on ster! It was 
as big as a m oun tain , with  h orn s on  its h ead, an d a lon g 
tail, an d it h ad h oofs divided in  two.” “Tush , ch ild, tush ,” 
said th e old Frog, “th at was on ly Farm er Wh ite’s Ox. It 
isn ’t so big eith er; h e m ay be a little bit taller th an  I, but I 
could easily m ake m yself quite as broad; just you see.” So 
h e blew h im self out, an d blew h im self out, an d blew h im -
self out. “Was h e as big as th at?” asked h e. “Oh , m uch  big-
ger th an  th at,” said th e youn g Frog. Again  th e old on e 
blew h im self out, an d asked th e youn g on e if th e Ox was 
as big as th at. “Bigger, fath er, bigger,” was th e reply. So 
th e Frog took a deep breath , an d blew an d blew an d blew, 
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an d swelled an d swelled an d swelled. An d th en  h e said: 
“I’m  sure th e Ox is n ot as big as…” but at th at very 
m om en t h e burst.

 

Self -conceit  m ay lead to self -
destruct ion .

 

?
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Androcles and the lion

 

A slave n am ed An drocles on ce escaped from  h is m aster 
an d fled to th e forest. As h e was wan derin g about th ere h e 
cam e upon  a Lion  lyin g down  m oan in g an d groan in g. At 
first h e turn ed to flee, but fin din g th at th e Lion  did n ot 
pursue h im , h e turn ed back an d wen t up to h im . As h e 
cam e n ear, th e Lion  put out h is paw, wh ich  was all swol-
len  an d bleedin g, an d An drocles foun d th at a h uge th orn  
h ad got in to it an d was causin g all th e pain . He pulled out 
th e th orn  an d boun d up th e paw of th e Lion , wh o was 
soon  able to rise an d lick th e h an d of An drocles like a dog. 
Th en  th e Lion  took An drocles to h is cave, an d every day 
used to brin g h im  m eat from  wh ich  to live. But sh ortly 
afterwards both  An drocles an d th e Lion  were captured, 
an d th e slave was sen ten ced to be th rown  to th e Lion ,
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after th e latter h ad been  kept with out food for several 
days. Th e Em peror an d all h is Court cam e to see th e spec-
tacle, an d An drocles was led out in to th e m iddle of th e 
aren a. Soon  th e Lion  was let loose from  h is den , an d 
rush ed boun din g an d roarin g towards h is victim . But as 
soon  as h e cam e n ear to An drocles h e recogn ized h is 
frien d, an d fawn ed upon  h im , an d licked h is h an ds like a 
frien dly dog. Th e Em peror, surprised at th is, sum m on ed 
An drocles to h im , wh o told h im  th e wh ole story. Wh ere-
upon  th e slave was pardon ed an d freed, an d th e Lion  let 
loose to h is n ative forest.

 

Grat itude is the sign  of  noble souls.

 

?
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The Bat, the Birds, and
the Beasts 

 

A great battle was about to h appen  between  th e Birds an d 
th e Beasts. Wh en  th e two arm ies were collected togeth er 
th e Bat h esitated about wh ich  to join . Th e Birds th at 
passed h is perch  said: “Com e with  us”; but h e said: “I am  
a Beast.” Later on , som e Beasts wh o were passin g un der-
n eath  h im  looked up an d said: “Com e with  us”; but h e 
said: “I am  a Bird.” Luckily at th e last m om en t peace was 
m ade, an d n o battle took place, so th e Bat cam e to th e 
Birds an d wish ed to join  in  th e rejoicin gs, but th ey all 
turn ed again st h im , an d h e h ad to fly away. He th en  wen t 
to th e Beasts, but soon  h ad to retreat, or else th ey would 
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h ave torn  h im  to pieces. “Ah ,” said th e Bat, “I see n ow. 
“‘He th at is n eith er on e th in g n or th e oth er h as n o 
frien ds.’”

 

He that  is neither one th ing nor the 
other has no friends.

 

?
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The Hart and the Hunter

 

Th e Hart was on ce drin kin g from  a pool an d adm irin g th e 
n oble figure h e m ade th ere. “Ah ,” said h e, “wh ere can  you 
see such  n oble h orn s as th ese, with  such  an tlers! But I 
wish  I h ad legs m ore worth y to bear such  a n oble crown . 
It’s a pity th ese legs are so slim  an d sligh t.” At th at 
m om en t a Hun ter approach ed an d sen t an  arrow wh is-
tlin g after h im . Away boun ded th e Hart, an d soon , by th e 
aid of h is n im ble legs, was n early out of sigh t of th e 
Hun ter. But n ot n oticin g wh ere h e was goin g, th e Hart 
passed un der som e trees with  bran ch es growin g low in  
wh ich  h is an tlers got caugh t so th at th e Hun ter h ad tim e 
to catch  up. “Alas! alas!” cried th e en tan gled Hart. “We 
often  despise wh at is m ost useful to us.”

 

W e of ten  despise what  is m ost  
usefu l to us.

 

?
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The Serpent and the File

 

A Serpen t in  th e course of its wan derin gs cam e in to an  
arm orer’s sh op. As h e glided over th e floor h e felt h is skin  
pricked by a file lyin g th ere. In  a rage h e turn ed upon  it 
an d tried to dart h is fan gs in to it, but h e could do n o h arm  
to th e h eavy iron  an d h ad soon  to give over h is wrath .

 

It  is useless at tacking the in sensible.

 

?
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The Man and the Wood

 

A Man  cam e in to a Wood on e day with  an  axe in  h is h an d 
an d begged all th e Trees to give h im  a sm all bran ch , 
wh ich  h e wan ted for a particular purpose. Th e Trees were 
good-n atured an d gave h im  on e of th eir bran ch es. Wh at 
did th e Man  do but put it in to an  axe h ead, an d soon  set 
to work cuttin g down  tree after tree. Th en  th e Trees saw 
h ow foolish  th ey h ad been  in  givin g th eir en em y th e 
m ean s of destroyin g th em selves. 

 

Beware what  you give to fu ture 
enem ies. 

 

?
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The Dog and the Wolf

 

A gaun t Wolf was alm ost dead with  h un ger wh en  h e h ap-
pen ed to m eet a House-dog wh o was passin g by. “Ah , 
Cousin ,” said th e Dog. “I kn ew your irregular life will 
soon  be th e ruin  of you. Wh y do you n ot work steadily as 
do I, an d get your food regularly given  to you?” “I would 
h ave n o objection ,” said th e Wolf, “if I could on ly get a 
ch an ce.” “I will easily arran ge th at for you,” said th e Dog. 
“Com e with  m e to m y m aster an d you sh all sh are m y 
work.” So th e Wolf an d th e Dog wen t towards th e town  
togeth er. On  th e way th ere th e Wolf n oticed th at th e h air 
on  a certain  part of th e Dog’s n eck was very m uch  worn  
away, so h e asked h im  h ow th at h ad com e about. “Oh , it 
is n oth in g,” said th e Dog. “Th at is on ly th e place wh ere 
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th e collar is put on  at n igh t to keep m e ch ain ed up; it 
ch afes a bit, but on e soon  gets used to it.” “Is th at all?” 
said th e Wolf. “Th en  good- bye to you, Master Dog.”

 

Bet ter starve free than  be a fat  slave.

 

?
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The Belly and the 
Members

 

On e fin e day it occurred to th e Mem bers of th e Body th at 
th ey were doin g all th e work an d th e Belly was h avin g all 
th e food. So th ey h eld a m eetin g, an d after a lon g discus-
sion , decided to strike work till th e Belly con sen ted to take 
its proper sh are of th e work. So for a day or two, th e Han ds 
refused to take th e food, th e Mouth  refused to receive it, 
an d th e Teeth  h ad n o work to do. But after a day or two 
th e Mem bers began  to fin d th at th ey th em selves were n ot 
in  a very active con dition : th e Han ds could h ardly m ove, 
an d th e Mouth  was all parch ed an d dry, wh ile th e Legs 
were un able to support th e rest. So th us th ey foun d th at 
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even  th e Belly in  its dull quiet way was doin g n ecessary 
work for th e Body, an d th at all m ust work togeth er or th e 
Body will go to pieces.

 

A ll m ust  work  together.

 

?
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The Hart in the Ox-Stall

 

A Hart h otly pursued by a Hun ter’s h oun ds fled for refuge 
in to an  ox-stall, an d buried itself in  a large bale of h ay, 
leavin g n oth in g to be seen  but th e tips of its h orn s. Soon  
after th e Hun ter cam e an d asked if an y on e h ad seen  th e 
Hart. Th e stable boys, wh o h ad been  restin g after th eir 
din n er, looked roun d, but could see n oth in g, an d th e 
Hun ters wen t away. Sh ortly afterwards th e Master cam e 
in , an d lookin g roun d, saw th at som eth in g un usual h ad 
taken  place. He poin ted to th e h ay an d said: “Wh at are 
th ose two curious th in gs stickin g out of th e h ay?” 
An d wh en  th e stable boys wen t to look th ey discovered 
th e Hart.

 

N oth ing escapes the m aster’s eye.

 

?
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The Fox and the Grapes

 

On e h ot sum m er’s day a Fox was strollin g th rough  an  
orch ard till h e cam e to a bun ch  of Grapes just ripen in g on  
a vin e wh ich  h ad been  train ed over a lofty bran ch . “Just 
th e th in g to quen ch  m y th irst,” said th e Fox. Drawin g 
back a few paces, h e took a run  an d a jum p, but just 
m issed th e bun ch . Turn in g roun d again  with  a On e, Two, 
Th ree, h e jum ped up, but with  n o greater success. Again  
an d again  h e tried after th e tem ptin g m orsel, but at last 
h ad to give it up. As th e Fox walked away with  h is n ose in  
th e air, h e said: “I am  sure th ey are sour.”

 

It  is easy to despise what  
you cannot  get .

 

?
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The Horse, Hunter,
and Stag

 

A quarrel h ad arisen  between  th e Horse an d th e Stag, so 
th e Horse cam e to a Hun ter to ask h is h elp to take reven ge 
on  th e Stag. Th e Hun ter agreed, but said: “If you desire to 
con quer th e Stag, you m ust perm it m e to guide you with  
th ese rein s, an d allow th is saddle to be placed upon  your 
back so th at I m ay keep steady upon  you as we follow after 
th e en em y.” Th e Horse agreed to th e con dition s, an d th e 
Hun ter soon  saddled an d bridled h im . With  th e aid of th e 
Hun ter th e Horse soon  overcam e th e Stag, an d said to th e 
Hun ter: “Now, get off an d rem ove th ose th in gs from  m y
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m outh  an d back.” “Not so fast, frien d,” said th e Hun ter. 
“Now th at I’ve got you un der bit an d spur I prefer to keep 
you th at way.”

 

If  you allow  people to use you 
for your own  purposes, they w ill use 

you for theirs.

 

?
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The Peacock and Hera

 

A Peacock on ce placed a petition  before Hera desirin g to 
h ave th e voice of a n igh tin gale in  addition  to h is oth er 
attraction s; but Hera refused h is request. Wh en  h e per-
sisted an d poin ted out th at h e was h er favorite bird, sh e 
said: “Be con ten t with  your lot. On e can n ot be first in  
everyth in g.”

 

One cannot  be fi rst  in  everyth ing.

 

?
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The Fox and the Lion

 

Wh en  th e Fox first saw th e Lion  h e was terribly frigh ten ed 
an d ran  away an d h id h im self in  th e woods. Next tim e 
h owever, wh en  th e Fox cam e n ear th e Kin g of Beasts, h e 
stopped at a safe distan ce an d watch ed h im  pass by. Th e 
th ird tim e th ey cam e n ear on e an oth er th e Fox wen t 
straigh t up to th e Lion  an d passed th e tim e of day with  
h im , askin g th e Lion  h ow h is fam ily was farin g an d wh en  
h e m igh t h ave th e pleasure of seein g h im  again . Th en , 
turn in g h is tail, th e Fox parted from  th e Lion  with out 
m uch  cerem on y.

 

Fam iliarity breeds con tem pt .

 

?
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The Lion and the Statue

 

A Man  an d a Lion  were discussin g th e relative stren gth  of 
m en  an d lion s in  gen eral. Th e Man  con ten ded th at h e an d 
h is fellows were stron ger th an  lion s by reason  of th eir 
greater in telligen ce. “Com e n ow with  m e,” h e cried, “an d 
I will soon  prove th at I am  righ t.” So h e took h im  in to th e 
public garden s an d sh owed h im  a statue of Hercules over-
com in g th e Lion  an d tearin g h is m outh  in  two. “Th at is 
all very well,” said th e Lion , “but proves n oth in g, for it 
was a m an  wh o m ade th e statue.”

 

W e can  easily represen t  th ings
as we w ish  them  to be.

 

?
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The Ant and 
the Grasshopper

 

On e sum m er’s day a Grassh opper was h oppin g about, 
ch irpin g an d sin gin g to its h eart’s con ten t. An  An t passed 
by, bearin g alon g with  great toil an  ear of corn  h e was tak-
in g to th e n est. “Wh y n ot com e an d ch at with  m e,” said 
th e Grassh opper, “in stead of toilin g an d workin g in  th at 
way?” “I am  h elpin g to lay up food for th e win ter,” said 
th e An t, “an d recom m en d you to do th e sam e.” “Wh y 
both er about win ter?” asked th e Grassh opper. “We’ve got 
plen ty of food at presen t.” But th e An t wen t on  its way 
an d con tin ued its toil. Wh en  th e win ter cam e th e Grass-
h opper h ad n o food an d foun d itself dyin g of h un ger 
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wh ile it saw th e an ts distributin g corn  an d grain  from  th e 
stores th ey h ad collected in  th e sum m er. Th en  th e Grass-
h opper kn ew:

 

It  is best  to prepare for the days of  
necessity.

 

?
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The Tree and the Reed

 

“Well, little on e,” said a Tree to a Reed th at was growin g 
at its foot, “wh y do you n ot plan t your feet deeply in  th e 
groun d, an d raise your h ead boldly in  th e air as do I?” “I 
am  con ten ted with  m y lot,” said th e Reed. “I m ay n ot be 
so gran d, but I th in k I am  safer.” “Safe!” sn eered th e Tree. 
“Wh o sh all pluck m e up by th e roots or bow m y h ead to 
th e groun d?” But it soon  h ad to repen t of its boastin g, for 
a h urrican e arose wh ich  tore it up from  its roots an d cast 
it a useless log on  th e groun d, wh ile th e little Reed, ben d-
in g to th e force of th e win d, soon  stood uprigh t again  
wh en  th e storm  h ad passed over.

 

Obscurity of ten  brings safety.

 

?



 

64

 

The Fox and the Cat

 

A Fox was boastin g to a Cat of its clever devices for escap-
in g its en em ies. “I h ave a wh ole bag of tricks,” th e Fox 
said, “wh ich  con tain s a h un dred ways of escapin g m y 
en em ies.” “I h ave on ly on e,” said th e Cat, “but I can  gen -
erally m an age with  th at.” At th at very m om en t th ey 
h eard th e cry of a pack of h oun ds com in g towards th em , 
an d th e Cat im m ediately scam pered up a tree an d h id h er-
self in  th e bough s. “Th is is m y plan ,” said th e Cat. “Wh at 
are you goin g to do?” Th e Fox th ough t first of on e way, 
th en  of an oth er, an d wh ile h e was debatin g th e h oun ds 
cam e n earer an d n earer, an d at last th e Fox in  h is con fu-
sion  was caugh t up by th e h oun ds an d soon  killed by th e 
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h un tsm en . Th e Cat, wh o h ad been  lookin g on , said: 
“Better on e safe way th an  a h un dred on  wh ich  you can -
n ot reckon .”

 

Bet ter one safe way than  a hundred
on  wh ich  you cannot  reckon .

 

?
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The Wolf in Sheep’s 
Clothing

 

A Wolf foun d great difficulty in  gettin g at th e sh eep 
owin g to th e vigilan ce of th e sh eph erd an d h is dogs. But 
on e day it foun d th e skin  of a sh eep th at h ad been  flayed 
an d th rown  aside, so it put it on  over its own  pelt an d 
strolled down  am on g th e sh eep. Th e Lam b th at belon ged 
to th e sh eep, wh ose skin  th e Wolf was wearin g, began  to 
follow th e Wolf in  th e Sh eep’s cloth in g; so, leadin g th e 
Lam b a little apart, h e soon  m ade a m eal of h er, an d for 
som e tim e after h e succeeded in  deceivin g th e sh eep, an d 
en joyin g h earty m eals.

 

Appearances are decept ive.

 

?
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The Dog in the Manger

 

A Dog lookin g out for its aftern oon  n ap jum ped in to th e 
Man ger of an  Ox an d lay th ere cozily upon  th e straw. 
But soon  th e Ox, return in g from  its aftern oon  work, cam e 
up to th e Man ger an d wan ted to eat som e of th e straw. 
Th e Dog in  a rage, bein g awaken ed from  its slum ber, 
stood up an d barked at th e Ox, an d wh en ever it cam e n ear 
attem pted to bite it. At last th e Ox h ad to give up th e 
h ope of gettin g at th e straw an d wen t away m utterin g: 
“Ah , people often  grudge oth ers wh at th ey can n ot en joy 
th em selves.”

 

People of ten  grudge others
what  they cannot  en joy them selves.

 

?
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The Man and 
the Wooden God

 

In  th e old days m en  used to worsh ip ston es an d idols, an d 
prayed to th em  to give th em  luck. It h appen ed th at a Man  
h ad often  prayed to a wooden  idol h e h ad received from  
h is fath er, but h is luck n ever seem ed to ch an ge. He prayed 
an d h e prayed, but still h e rem ain ed as un lucky as ever. 
On e day in  th e greatest rage h e wen t to th e Wooden  God 
an d with  on e blow swept it down  from  its pedestal. Th e 
idol broke in  two, an d wh at did h e see? An  im m en se n um -
ber of coin s flyin g all over th e place.

 

[Create your own  m oral.]

 

?
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The Fisher

 

A Fish er on ce took h is bagpipes to th e ban k of a river an d 
played upon  th em  with  th e h ope of m akin g th e fish  rise, 
but n ot on e fish  put its n ose out of th e water. So h e cast 
h is n et in to th e river an d soon  drew it forth  filled with  
fish . Th en  h e took h is bagpipes again , an d, as h e played, 
th e caugh t fish  leapt up in  th e n et. “Ah , you dan ce n ow 
wh en  I play,” said h e. “Yes,” said an  old Fish : “Wh en  you 
are in  a person ’s power you m ust do as th ey bid.”

 

W hen  you are in  a person ’s power
you m ust  do as they bid.

 

?
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The Shepherd’s Boy

 

Th ere was on ce a youn g Sh eph erd Boy wh o ten ded h is 
sh eep at th e foot of a m oun tain  n ear a dark forest. It was 
rath er lon ely for h im  all day, so h e th ough t upon  a plan  
by wh ich  h e could get a little com pan y an d som e excite-
m en t. He rush ed down  towards th e village callin g out 
“Wolf, Wolf,” an d th e villagers cam e out to m eet h im , 
an d som e of th em  stopped with  h im  for a con siderable 
tim e. Th is pleased th e boy so m uch  th at a few days after-
wards h e tried th e sam e trick, an d again  th e villagers cam e 
to h is h elp. But sh ortly after th is a Wolf actually did com e 
out from  th e forest, an d began  to worry th e sh eep, an d th e 
boy of course cried out “Wolf, Wolf,” still louder th an  
before. But th is tim e th e villagers, wh o h ad been  fooled 
twice before, th ough t th e boy was again  deceivin g th em ,
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an d n obody stirred to com e to h is h elp. So th e Wolf m ade 
a good m eal off th e boy’s flock, an d wh en  th e boy com -
plain ed, th e wise m an  of th e village said: “A liar will n ot 
be believed, even  wh en  h e speaks th e truth .”

 

A  liar w ill not  be believed,
even  when  he speaks the tru th .

 

?



 

72

 

The Young Thief and
His Mother

 

A youn g Man  h ad been  caugh t in  a darin g act of th eft an d 
h ad been  con dem n ed to be executed for it. He expressed 
h is desire to see h is Moth er an d to speak with  h er before 
h e was led to execution , an d of course th is was gran ted. 
Wh en  h is Moth er cam e to h im  h e said: “I wan t to wh isper 
to you,” an d wh en  sh e brough t h er ear n ear h im , h e 
n early bit it off. All th e bystan ders were h orrified an d 
asked h im  wh at h e could m ean  by such  brutal an d in h u-
m an  con duct. “It is to pun ish  h er,” h e said. “Wh en  I was 
youn g I began  with  stealin g little th in gs, an d brough t 
th em  h om e to Moth er. In stead of rebukin g an d pun ish in g 
m e, sh e laugh ed an d said: ‘It will n ot be n oticed.’ It is 
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because of h er th at I am  h ere today.” “He is righ t, 
wom an ,” said th e Priest. “Train  up a ch ild in  th e way 
h e sh ould go, an d wh en  h e is old h e will n ot depart 
th erefrom .”

 

T each  a ch ild well.

 

?
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The Man and His Two 
Wives

 

In  th e old days, wh en  m en  were allowed to h ave m an y 
wives, a m iddle-aged Man  h ad on e wife th at was old an d 
on e th at was youn g; each  loved h im  very m uch , an d 
desired to see h im  like h erself. Now th e Man ’s h air was 
turn in g grey, wh ich  th e youn g Wife did n ot like, as it 
m ade h im  look too old for h er h usban d. So every n igh t 
sh e used to com b h is h air an d pick out th e wh ite on es. But 
th e elder Wife saw h er h usban d growin g grey with  great 
pleasure, for sh e did n ot like to be m istaken  for h is 
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m oth er. So every m orn in g sh e used to arran ge h is h air 
an d pick out as m an y of th e black on es as sh e could. 
Th e con sequen ce was th e Man  soon  foun d h im self 
en tirely bald.

 

Y ield to all and you w ill soon
have noth ing to yield.

 

?
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The Nurse and the Wolf

 

“Be quiet n ow,” said an  old Nurse to a ch ild sittin g on  h er 
lap. “If you m ake th at n oise again  I will th row you to th e 
Wolf.” Now it ch an ced th at a Wolf was passin g close 
un der th e win dow as th is was said. So h e crouch ed down  
by th e side of th e h ouse an d waited. “I am  in  good luck 
today,” th ough t h e. “It is sure to cry soon , an d a dain tier 
m orsel I h aven ’t h ad for m an y a lon g day.” So h e waited, 
an d h e waited, an d h e waited, till at last th e ch ild began  
to cry, an d th e Wolf cam e forward before th e win dow an d 
looked up to th e Nurse, waggin g h is tail. But all th e Nurse 
did was to sh ut down  th e win dow an d call for h elp, an d 
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th e dogs of th e h ouse cam e rush in g out. “Ah ,” said th e 
Wolf as h e galloped away “En em ies’ prom ises were m ade 
to be broken .”

 

Enem ies’ prom ises were m ade to be 
broken .

 

?



 

78

 

The Tortoise and
the Birds

 

A Tortoise desired to ch an ge its place of residen ce, so h e 
asked an  Eagle to carry h im  to h is n ew h om e, prom isin g 
h er a rich  reward for h er trouble. Th e Eagle agreed, an d 
seizin g th e Tortoise by th e sh ell with  h er talon s, soared 
aloft. On  th eir way th ey m et a Crow, wh o said to th e 
Eagle: “Tortoise is good eatin g.” “Th e sh ell is too h ard,” 
said th e Eagle in  reply. “Th ose rocks would crack th e 
sh ell,” was th e Crow’s an swer; an d th e Eagle, takin g th e 
h in t, let fall th e Tortoise on  a sh arp rock, an d th e two 
birds m ade a h earty m eal of th e Tortoise.

 

N ever soar alof t  on  an  enem y’s w ings.

 

?



 

79

 

The Two Crabs

 

On e fin e day two Crabs cam e out from  th eir h om e to take 
a stroll on  th e san d. “Ch ild,” said th e m oth er, “you are 
walkin g un gracefully. You sh ould accustom  yourself to 
walkin g straigh t forward with out twistin g from  side to 
side.” “Pray, m oth er,” said th e youn g on e, “do but set th e 
exam ple yourself, an d I will follow you.”

 

Exam ple is the best  precept .

 

?
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The Ass in the Lion’s Skin

 

An  Ass on ce foun d a Lion ’s skin  wh ich  th e h un ters h ad 
left out in  th e sun  to dry. He put it on  an d wen t towards 
h is n ative village. All fled at h is approach , both  m en  an d 
an im als, an d h e was proud th at day. In  h is deligh t h e 
lifted up h is voice an d brayed, but th en  everyon e kn ew 
h im , an d h is own er cam e up an d gave h im  a soun d cud-
gelin g for th e frigh t h e h ad caused. An d sh ortly afterwards 
a Fox cam e up to h im  an d said: “Ah , I kn ew you by your 
voice.”

 

Fine clothes m ay disguise,
but  silly words w ill disclose a fool.

 

?
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The Two Fellows and
the Bear

 

Two Fellows were travelin g togeth er th rough  a wood, 
wh en  a Bear rush ed out upon  th em . On e of th e travelers 
h appen ed to be in  fron t, an d h e seized h old of th e bran ch  
of a tree, an d h id h im self am on g th e leaves. Th e oth er 
th rew h im self flat down  upon  th e groun d, with  h is face in  
th e dust. Th e Bear, com in g up to h im , put h is m uzzle 
close to h is ear, an d sn iffed an d sn iffed. But at last with  a 
growl h e sh ook h is h ead an d slouch ed off, for bears will 
n ot touch  dead m eat. Th en  th e fellow in  th e tree cam e 
down  to h is com rade, an d, laugh in g, said “Wh at was it 
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th at Master Bear wh ispered to you?” “He told m e,” 
said th e oth er, “n ever trust a frien d wh o deserts you at 
a pin ch .”

 

N ever t rust  a f riend
who deserts you at  a pinch .

 

?
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The Two Pots

 

Two Pots h ad been  left on  th e ban k of a river, on e of brass, 
an d on e of earth en ware. Wh en  th e tide rose th ey both  
floated off down  th e stream . Now th e earth en ware pot 
tried its best to keep aloof from  th e brass on e, wh ich  cried 
out: “Fear n oth in g, frien d, I will n ot strike you.” “But I 
m ay com e in  con tact with  you,” said th e earth en ware pot. 
“Wh eth er I h it you, or you h it m e, I sh all suffer for it.”

 

T he strong and the weak
cannot  keep com pany.

 

?
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The Four Oxen and
the Lion 

 

A Lion  used to prowl about a field in  wh ich  four Oxen  
used to dwell. Man y a tim e h e tried to attack th em , but 
wh en ever h e cam e n ear th ey turn ed th eir tails to on e 
an oth er so th at wh ich ever way h e approach ed th em  h e 
was m et by th e h orn s of on e of th em . At last, h owever, 
th ey began  quarrelin g am on g th em selves, an d each  wen t 
off to pasture alon e in  a separate corn er of th e field. Th en  
th e Lion  attacked th em  on e by on e an d soon  m ade an  en d 
of all four.

 

Un ited we stand, divided we fall.

 

?
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The Fisher and 
the Little Fish

 

It h appen ed th at a Fish er, after fish in g all day, caugh t 
on ly a little Fish . “Pray, let m e go, m aster,” said th e Fish . 
“I am  m uch  too sm all for your eatin g just n ow. If you put 
m e back in to th e river I sh all soon  grow, th en  you can  
m ake a fin e m eal of m e.” “Nay, n ay, m y little Fish ,” 
said th e Fish er. “I h ave you n ow. I m ay n ot catch  you 
h ereafter.”

 

A  lit t le th ing in  hand is worth  m ore
than  a great  th ing in  prospect .

 

?
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Avaricious and Envious

 

Two n eigh bors cam e before Zeus an d prayed h im  to gran t 
th eir h earts’ desire. Now th e on e was full of avarice, an d 
th e oth er eaten  up with  en vy. So to pun ish  th em  both , 
Zeus gran ted th at each  m igh t h ave wh atever h e wish ed 
for h im self, but on ly on  con dition  th at th e oth er h ad 
twice as m uch . Th e Avaricious n eigh bor prayed to h ave a 
room  full of gold. No soon er said th an  don e; but all h is 
joy was turn ed to grief wh en  h e foun d th at h is en vious 
n eigh bor h ad two room s full of th e precious m etal. Th en  
cam e th e turn  of th e En vious n eigh bor wh o could n ot 
bear to th in k th at h is n eigh bor h ad an y joy at all. So h e 
prayed th at h is Avaricious n eigh bor m igh t h ave on e of h is 
own  eyes put out, by wh ich  m ean s h e h im self becam e 
totally blin d.

 

V ices are their own  pun ishm en t .

 

?
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The Crow and the 
Pitcher

 

A Crow, h alf-dead with  th irst, cam e upon  a Pitch er wh ich  
h ad on ce been  full of water, but wh en  th e Crow put its 
beak in to th e m outh  of th e Pitch er h e foun d th at on ly 
very little water was left an d th at h e could n ot reach  far 
en ough  down  to get at it. He tried, an d h e tried, but at last 
h ad to give up in  despair. Th en  a th ough t cam e to h im , 
an d h e took a pebble an d dropped it in to th e Pitch er. 
Th en  h e took an oth er pebble an d dropped it in to th e 
Pitch er. Th en  h e took an oth er pebble an d dropped th at 
in to th e Pitch er. Th en  h e took an oth er pebble an d 
dropped th at in to th e Pitch er. Th en  h e took an oth er peb-
ble an d dropped th at in to th e Pitch er. At last, at last, h e 
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saw th e water m oun t up n ear h im , an d after castin g in  a 
few m ore pebbles h e was able to quen ch  h is th irst an d 
save h is life.

 

Lit t le by lit t le does the trick .

 

?
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The Man and the Satyr

 

A Man  h ad lost h is way in  a wood on e bitter win ter’s 
n igh t. As h e was roam in g about, a Satyr cam e up to h im , 
an d fin din g th at h e h ad lost h is way, prom ised to give 
h im  a lodgin g for th e n igh t an d guide h im  out of th e for-
est in  th e m orn in g. As h e wen t alon g to th e Satyr’s cell, 
th e Man  raised both  h is h an ds to h is m outh  an d kept on  
blowin g at th em . “Wh at do you do th at for?” said th e 
Satyr. “My h an ds are n um b with  th e cold,” said th e Man , 
“an d m y breath  warm s th em .” After th is th ey arrived at 
th e Satyr’s h om e, an d soon  th e Satyr put a sm okin g dish  
of porridge before h im . But wh en  th e Man  raised h is 
spoon  to h is m outh  h e began  blowin g upon  it. “An d wh at 
do you do th at for?” said th e Satyr. “Th e porridge is too 
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h ot, an d m y breath  will cool it.” “Out you go,” said th e 
Satyr. “I will h ave n oth in g to do with  a m an  wh o can  
blow h ot an d cold with  th e sam e breath .”

 

[Create your own  m oral.]
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The Goose With the
Golden Eggs

 

On e day a coun trym an  goin g to th e n est of h is Goose 
foun d th ere an  egg all yellow an d glitterin g. Wh en  h e 
picked it up it was as h eavy as lead an d h e was goin g to 
th row it away because h e th ough t a trick h ad been  played 
upon  h im . But h e took it h om e on  secon d th ough t, an d 
soon  foun d to h is deligh t th at it was an  egg of pure gold. 
Every m orn in g th e sam e th in g occurred, an d h e soon  
becam e rich  by sellin g h is eggs. As h e grew rich  h e grew 
greedy; an d th in kin g to get at on ce all th e gold th e 
Goose could give, h e killed it an d open ed it, on ly to fin d 
n oth in g.

 

Greed of ten  overreaches it self .
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The Laborer and
the Nightingale

 

A Laborer lay listen in g to a Nigh tin gale’s son g th rough out 
th e sum m er n igh t. So pleased was h e with  it th at th e n ext 
n igh t h e set a trap for it an d captured it. “Now th at I h ave 
caugh t th ee,” h e cried, “th ou sh alt always sin g to m e.” 
“We Nigh tin gales n ever sin g in  a cage,” said th e bird. 
“Th en  I’ll eat th ee,” said th e Laborer. “I h ave always h eard 
th at a n igh tin gale on  toast is a dain ty m orsel.” “Nay, kill 
m e n ot,” said th e Nigh tin gale, “but let m e free, an d I’ll tell 
th ee th ree th in gs far better worth  th an  m y poor body.” 
Th e Laborer let h im  loose, an d th e Nigh tin gale flew up to 
a bran ch  of a tree an d said: “Never believe a captive’s 
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prom ise; th at’s on e th in g. Th en  again : Keep wh at you 
h ave. An d th ird piece of advice is: Sorrow n ot over wh at 
is lost forever.” Th en  th e son gbird flew away.

 

Sorrow  not  over what  is lost  forever.

 

?
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The Fox, the Rooster,
and the Dog

 

On e m oon lit n igh t a Fox was prowlin g about a farm er’s 
h en -coop an d saw a Rooster roostin g h igh  up beyon d h is 
reach . “Good n ews, good n ews!” h e cried. “Wh y, wh at is 
it?” asked th e Rooster. “Kin g Lion  h as declared a un iversal 
truce. No beast m ay h urt an oth er h en ceforth , but all sh all 
dwell togeth er in  broth erly frien dsh ip.” “Wh y, th at is 
good n ews,” said th e Rooster, “an d I see som eon e com in g 
with  wh om  we can  sh are th e good tidin gs.” An d so sayin g 
h e cran ed h is n eck forward an d preten ded to look far 
away. “Wh at is it you see?” said th e Fox. “My m aster’s 
Dog is com in g towards us,” th e Rooster said. Th e Fox 
began  to turn  away as soon  as h e h eard about th e dog. 
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“Will you n ot stop an d con gratulate th e Dog on  th e reign  
of un iversal peace?” “I would gladly do so,” said th e Fox, 
“but I fear h e m ay n ot h ave h eard of Kin g Lion ’s decree.” 

 

Cunn ing of ten  outw its it self .

 

?
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The Wind and the Sun

 

Th e Win d an d th e Sun  were disputin g wh ich  was th e 
stron ger. Sudden ly th ey saw a traveler com in g down  th e 
road, an d th e Sun  said: “I see a way to decide our dispute. 
Wh ich ever of us can  cause th at traveler to take off h is 
cloak sh all be regarded as th e stron ger. You begin .” So th e 
Sun  retired beh in d a cloud, an d th e Win d began  to blow 
as h ard as it could upon  th e traveler. But th e h arder h e 
blew th e m ore closely did th e traveler wrap h is cloak 
roun d h im , till at last th e Win d h ad to give up in  despair. 
Th en  th e Sun  cam e out an d sh on e in  all h is glory upon  
th e traveler, wh o soon  foun d it too h ot to walk with  h is 
cloak on .

 

Kindness ef fects m ore than  severity.

 

?
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Hercules and
the Wagoneer

 

A Wagon eer was on ce drivin g a h eavy load alon g a very 
m uddy way. At last h e cam e to a part of th e road wh ere 
th e wh eels san k h alf-way in to th e m ire, an d th e m ore th e 
h orses pulled, th e deeper san k th e wh eels. So th e Wag-
on eer th rew down  h is wh ip, an d kn elt down  an d prayed 
to Hercules th e Stron g. “O Hercules, h elp m e in  th is m y 
h our of distress,” quoth  h e. But Hercules appeared to h im , 
an d said: “Tut, m an , don ’t sprawl th ere. Get up an d put 
your sh oulder to th e wh eel.”

 

Fate helps them  that  help them selves.

 

?
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The Man, the Boy, and
the Donkey

 

A Man  an d h is son  were on ce goin g with  th eir Don key to 
m arket. As th ey were walkin g, a coun trym an  passed th em  
an d said: “You fools, wh at is a Don key for but to ride 
upon ?” So th e Man  put th e Boy on  th e Don key an d th ey 
wen t on  th eir way. But soon  th ey passed a group of m en , 
on e of wh om  said: “See th at lazy youn gster, h e lets h is 
fath er walk wh ile h e rides.” So th e Man  ordered h is Boy to 
get off, an d got on  h im self. But th ey h adn ’t gon e far wh en  
th ey passed two wom en , on e of wh om  said to th e oth er: 
“Sh am e on  th at lazy lout to let h is poor little son  trudge 
alon g.” Well, th e Man  didn ’t kn ow wh at to do, but at last 
h e took h is Boy up before h im  on  th e Don key. By th is 
tim e th ey h ad com e to th e town , an d th e passersby began  
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to jeer an d poin t at th em . Th e Man  stopped an d asked 
wh at th ey were scoffin g at. Th e m en  said: “Aren ’t you 
ash am ed of yourself for overloadin g th at poor don key of 
yours?” Th e Man  an d Boy got off an d tried to th in k wh at 
to do. Th ey th ough t an d th ey th ough t, till at last th ey cut 
down  a pole, tied th e don key’s feet to it, an d raised th e 
pole an d th e don key to th eir sh oulders. Th ey wen t alon g 
am id th e laugh ter of all wh o m et th em  till th ey cam e to 
Market Bridge, wh en  th e Don key, gettin g on e of h is feet 
loose, kicked out an d broke free, th en  ran  away wildly 
n ever to be seen  again  by th e Man  or h is Boy. “Th at will 
teach  you,” said an  old m an  wh o h ad followed th em : 
“Please all, an d you will please n on e.”

 

Please all,  and you w ill please none.
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The Miser and His GolD

 

On ce upon  a tim e th ere was a Miser wh o used to h ide h is 
gold at th e foot of a tree in  h is garden . Every week h e used 
to go an d dig it up an d gloat over h is gain s. A robber, wh o 
h ad n oticed th is, wen t an d dug up th e gold an d escaped 
with  it. Wh en  th e Miser n ext cam e to gloat over h is trea-
sures, h e foun d n oth in g but th e em pty h ole. He tore h is 
h air, an d raised such  an  outcry th at all th e n eigh bors 
cam e aroun d h im , an d h e told th em  h ow h e used to com e 
an d visit h is gold. “Did you ever take an y of it out?” asked 
on e of th em . “Nay,” said h e, “I on ly cam e to look at it.” 
“Th en  com e again  an d look at th e h ole,” said a n eigh bor, 
“it will do you just as m uch  good.”

 

W ealth  unused m igh t  as well not  ex ist .
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The Fox and
the Mosquitoes

 

After crossin g a river, a Fox got its tail en tan gled in  a bush  
an d could n ot m ove. A n um ber of Mosquitoes seein g its 
pligh t settled upon  it an d en joyed a good m eal un dis-
turbed by its tail. A Hedgeh og strollin g by took pity upon  
th e Fox an d wen t up to it: “You are in  a bad way, n eigh -
bor,” said th e Hedgeh og. “Sh all I relieve you by drivin g off 
th ose Mosquitoes wh o are suckin g your blood?” “Th an k 
you, Master Hedgeh og,” said th e Fox, “but I would rath er 
n ot.” “Wh y, h ow is th at?” asked th e Hedgeh og. “Well, 
you see,” was th e an swer, “th ese Mosquitoes h ave h ad 
th eir fill; if you drive th ese away, oth ers will com e with  
fresh  appetite an d bleed m e to death .”

 

[Create your own  m oral.]
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The Fox Without a Tail

 

It h appen ed th at a Fox caugh t its tail in  a trap, an d in  
strugglin g to release h im self lost all of it but th e stum p. At 
first h e was ash am ed to sh ow h im self am on g h is fellow 
foxes. But at last h e determ in ed to put a bolder face upon  
h is m isfortun e, an d sum m on ed all th e foxes to a gen eral 
m eetin g to con sider a proposal wh ich  h e h ad to place 
before th em . Wh en  th ey h ad assem bled togeth er th e Fox 
proposed th at th ey sh ould all do away with  th eir tails. He 
poin ted out h ow in con ven ien t a tail was wh en  th ey were 
pursued by th eir en em ies, th e dogs; h ow m uch  it was in  
th e way wh en  th ey desired to sit down  an d h old a frien dly 
con versation  with  on e an oth er. He failed to see an y 
advan tage in  carryin g about such  a useless en cum bran ce.
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“Th at is all very well,” said on e of th e older foxes; “but I 
do n ot th in k you would h ave asked us to dispen se with  
our ch ief orn am en t if you h ad n ot lost yours.”

 

Do not  t rust  in terested advice.

 

?
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The One-Eyed Doe

 

A Doe h ad h ad th e m isfortun e to lose on e of h er eyes, an d 
could n ot see an y on e approach in g h er on  th at side. So to 
avoid an y dan ger sh e always used to feed on  a h igh  cliff 
n ear th e sea, with  h er soun d eye lookin g towards th e lan d. 
By th is m ean s sh e could see wh en ever th e h un ters 
approach ed h er on  lan d, an d often  escaped. But th e h un t-
ers foun d out th at sh e was blin d of on e eye, an d h irin g a 
boat rowed un der th e cliff wh ere sh e used to feed an d sh ot 
h er from  th e sea. “Ah ,” cried sh e with  h er dyin g voice, 
“you can n ot escape your fate.”

 

Y ou cannot  escape your fate.
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Belling the Cat

 

Lon g ago, th e m ice h ad a gen eral coun cil to con sider wh at 
m easures th ey could take to outwit th eir com m on  en em y, 
th e Cat. Som e said th is, an d som e said th at; but at last a 
youn g m ouse got up an d said h e h ad a proposal to m ake, 
wh ich  h e th ough t would m eet th e case. “You will all 
agree,” said h e, “th at our ch ief dan ger con sists in  th e sly 
an d treach erous m an n er in  wh ich  th e en em y approach es 
us. Now, if we could receive som e sign al of h er approach , 
we could easily escape from  h er. I ven ture, th erefore, to 
propose th at a sm all bell be procured an d attach ed by a 
ribbon  roun d th e n eck of th e Cat. By th is m ean s we 
sh ould always kn ow wh en  sh e was about, an d could easily 
retire wh ile sh e was in  th e n eigh borh ood.” Th is proposal 
m et with  gen eral applause, un til an  old m ouse got up an d
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said: “Th at is all very well, but wh o is to bell th e Cat?” 
Th e m ice looked at on e an oth er an d n obody spoke. Th en  
th e old m ouse said: “It is easy to propose im possible 
rem edies.”

 

It  is easy to propose im possible 
rem edies.

 

?
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The Hare and 
the Tortoise

 

Th e Hare was on ce boastin g of h is speed before th e oth er 
an im als. “I h ave n ever yet been  beaten ,” said h e, “wh en  I 
put forth  m y full speed. I ch allen ge an y on e h ere to race 
with  m e.” Th e Tortoise said quietly, “I accept your ch al-
len ge.” “Th at is a good joke,” said th e Hare, “I could dan ce 
roun d you all th e way.” “Silen ce your boastin g till you’ve 
beaten  m e,” an swered th e Tortoise. “Sh all we race?” So a 
course was fixed an d a start was m ade. Th e Hare darted 
alm ost out of sigh t at on ce, but soon  stopped an d, to 
sh ow h is con tem pt for th e Tortoise, lay down  to h ave a 
n ap. Th e Tortoise plodded on  an d plodded on , an d wh en  
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th e Hare awoke from  h is n ap, h e saw th e Tortoise just n ear 
th e win n in g-post an d could n ot run  up in  tim e to save th e 
race. Th en  said th e Tortoise: “Ploddin g win s th e race.”

 

Plodding w ins the race.
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The Old Man and Death

 

An  old laborer, ben t double with  age an d toil, was gath er-
in g sticks in  a forest. At last h e grew so tired an d h opeless 
th at h e th rew down  th e bun dle of sticks, an d cried out: “I 
can n ot bear th is life an y lon ger. Ah , I wish  Death  would 
on ly com e an d take m e!” Just after h e spoke, Death , a 
grisly skeleton , appeared an d said to h im : “Wh at would 
you like of m e, Mortal? I h eard you call m e.” “Please, sir,” 
replied th e woodcutter, “would you kin dly h elp m e to lift 
th is bun dle of sticks on  to m y sh oulder?”

 

W e would of ten  be sorry
if  our w ishes were grat ifi ed.
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The Hare With Many 
Friends

 

A Hare was very popular with  th e oth er beasts wh o all 
claim ed to be h er frien ds. But on e day sh e h eard th e 
h oun ds approach in g an d h oped to escape th em  by th e aid 
of h er m an y Frien ds. So sh e wen t to th e h orse, an d asked 
h im  to carry h er away from  th e h oun ds on  h is back. But 
h e declin ed, statin g th at h e h ad im portan t work to do for 
h is m aster. “I’m  sure,” h e said, “th at th e bull would com e 
to your assistan ce.” Sh e th en  applied to th e bull, an d 
h oped th at h e would repel th e h oun ds with  h is h orn s. 
Th e bull replied: “I am  very sorry, but I h ave an  appoin t-
m en t with  a lady; but I feel sure th at our frien d th e goat 
will do wh at you wan t.” Th e goat, h owever, feared th at
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h is back m igh t do h er som e h arm  if h e took h er upon  it. 
Th e ram , h e felt sure, was th e proper frien d to apply to. So 
sh e wen t to th e ram  an d told h im  th e case. Th e ram  
replied: “An oth er tim e, m y dear frien d. I do n ot like to 
in terfere on  th e presen t occasion , as h oun ds h ave been  
kn own  to eat sh eep as well as h ares.” Th e Hare th en  
applied, as a last h ope, to th e calf, wh o regretted th at h e 
was un able to h elp h er, as h e did n ot like to take th e 
respon sibility upon  h im self, as so m an y older person s h ad 
declin ed th e task. By th is tim e th e h oun ds were quite 
n ear, an d th e Hare took to h er h eels an d luckily escaped.

 

She that  has m any friends, has no 
friends.
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The Lion in Love

 

A Lion  on ce fell in  love with  a beautiful m aiden  an d 
proposed m arriage to h er paren ts. Th e old people did n ot 
kn ow wh at to say. Th ey did n ot like to give th eir daugh ter 
to th e Lion , yet th ey did n ot wish  to en rage th e Kin g of 
Beasts. At last th e fath er said: “We feel h igh ly h on ored by 
your Majesty’s proposal, but you see our daugh ter is a 
youn g girl, an d we fear th at as th e object of your affection  
you m igh t possibly do h er som e in jury. Migh t I ven ture to 
suggest th at your Majesty sh ould h ave your claws 
rem oved, an d your teeth  extracted, th en  we would gladly 
con sider your proposal again .” Th e Lion  was so m uch  in  
love th at h e h ad h is claws trim m ed an d h is big teeth  taken  
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out. But wh en  h e cam e again  to th e paren ts of th e youn g 
girl th ey sim ply laugh ed in  h is face, for h e was n o lon ger 
fearsom e.

 

Love can  tam e the w ildest .
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The Bundle of Sticks

 

An  old m an  on  th e poin t of death  sum m on ed h is son s 
aroun d h im  to give th em  som e partin g advice. He ordered 
h is servan ts to brin g in  a bun dle of sticks, an d said to h is 
eldest son : “Break it.” Th e son  strain ed an d strain ed, but 
with  all h is efforts was un able to break th e bun dle. Th e 
oth er son s also tried, but n on e of th em  was successful. 
“Un tie th e sticks,” said th e fath er, “an d each  of you take 
a stick.” Wh en  th ey h ad don e so, h e called out to th em : 
“Now, break,” an d each  stick was easily broken . “You see 
m y m ean in g,” said th eir fath er.

 

Un ion  gives strength .
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The Lion, the Fox, and
the Beasts

 

Th e Lion  on ce an n oun ced h e was death ly sick an d sum -
m on ed th e an im als to com e an d h ear h is last Will an d 
Testam en t. So th e Goat cam e to th e Lion ’s cave an d lis-
ten ed for a lon g tim e. Th en  a Sh eep wen t in , an d th en  a 
Calf cam e up to receive th e last wish es of th e Lord of th e 
Beasts. But soon  th e Lion  seem ed to recover, an d cam e to 
th e m outh  of h is cave, an d saw th e Fox, wh o h ad been  
waitin g outside for som e tim e. “Wh y do you n ot com e to 
pay your respects to m e?” said th e Lion  to th e Fox. “I beg 
your Majesty’s pardon ,” said th e Fox, “but I n oticed th e 
tracks of th e an im als th at h ave already com e to you; an d 
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wh ile I see m an y h oof-m arks goin g in , I see n on e com in g 
out. Un til th ose th at h ave en tered your cave com e out, I 
prefer to rem ain  in  th e open  air.”

 

It  is easier to get  in to the enem y’s toils
than  out  again .
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The mule’s Brains

 

Th e Lion  an d th e Fox wen t h un tin g togeth er. Th e Lion , 
on  th e advice of th e Fox, sen t a m essage to th e Mule, pro-
posin g to m ake an  allian ce between  th eir two fam ilies. 
Th e Mule cam e to th e place of m eetin g, overjoyed at th e 
prospect of a royal allian ce. But wh en  h e cam e th ere th e 
Lion  sim ply poun ced on  th e Mule, an d said to th e Fox: 
“Here is our din n er for today. You watch  it wh ile I go an d 
h ave a n ap an d don ’t you dare touch  m y prey.” Th e Lion  
wen t away an d th e Fox waited; but fin din g th at h is m aster 
did n ot return , h e ven tured to take out th e brain s of th e 
Mule an d ate th em  up. Wh en  th e Lion  cam e back h e soon  
n oticed th e absen ce of th e brain s, an d asked th e Fox in  a
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terrible voice: “Wh at h ave you don e with  th e brain s?” 
“Brain s, your Majesty! it h ad n on e, or it would n ever h ave 
fallen  in to your trap.”

 

W it  has always an  answer ready.
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The Eagle and the Arrow

 

An  Eagle was soarin g th rough  th e air wh en  sudden ly it 
h eard th e wh izz of an  Arrow, an d felt itself woun ded to 
death . Slowly it fluttered down  to th e earth , with  its life-
blood pourin g out of it. Lookin g down  upon  th e Arrow 
with  wh ich  it h ad been  pierced, it foun d th at th e sh aft of 
th e Arrow h ad been  feath ered with  on e of its own  plum es. 
“Alas!” it cried, as it died. “We often  give our en em ies th e 
m ean s for our own  destruction .”

 

W e of ten  give our enem ies
the m eans for our own  destruct ion .
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The Milkmaid and
Her Pail

 

A Milkm aid was walkin g to m arket carryin g h er m ilk in  a 
pail on  h er h ead. As sh e wen t alon g sh e began  calculatin g 
wh at sh e would do with  th e m on ey sh e would get for th e 
m ilk. “I’ll buy som e fowls from  Farm er Brown ,” said sh e, 
“an d th ey will lay eggs each  m orn in g, wh ich  I will sell to 
th e parson ’s wife. With  th e m on ey th at I get from  th e sale 
of th ese eggs I’ll buy m yself a n ew dress an d a n ew h at; 
an d wh en  I go to m arket, won ’t all th e youn g m en  com e 
up an d speak to m e! Polly Sh aw will be th at jealous…but 
I don ’t care. I sh all just look at h er an d toss m y h ead like 
th is.” As sh e spoke sh e tossed h er h ead back, th e Pail fell 
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off, an d all th e m ilk was spilt. So sh e h ad to go h om e an d 
tell h er m oth er wh at h ad occurred. “Ah , m y ch ild,” said 
th e m oth er. “Do n ot coun t your ch icken s before th ey are 
h atch ed.” 

 

Do not  coun t  your ch ickens
before they are hatched.
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The Cat-Maiden

 

Th e gods were on ce disputin g wh eth er it was possible for 
a livin g bein g to ch an ge its n ature. Zeus said “Yes,” but 
Ven us said “No.” So, to test th e question , Zeus turn ed a 
Cat in to a Maiden , an d gave h er to a youn g m an  for a 
wife. Th e weddin g was duly perform ed an d th e youn g 
couple sat down  to th e weddin g feast. “See,” said Zeus to 
Ven us, “h ow becom in gly sh e beh aves. Wh o could tell 
th at yesterday sh e was but a Cat? Surely h er n ature is 
ch an ged?” “Wait a m in ute,” replied Ven us, an d let loose 
a m ouse in to th e room . No soon er did th e bride see th is 
th an  sh e tried to poun ce upon  th e m ouse. “Ah , you see,” 
said Ven us.

 

[Create your own  m oral.]
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The Horse and the Mule

 

A Horse an d a Mule were travelin g togeth er, th e Horse 
pran cin g alon g in  its fin e trappin gs, th e Mule carryin g 
with  difficulty th e h eavy weigh t in  its pan n iers. “I wish  I 
were you,” sigh ed th e Mule; “n oth in g to do an d well fed, 
an d all th at fin e h arn ess upon  you.” Next day, h owever, 
th ere was a great battle, an d th e Horse was woun ded to 
death  in  th e fin al ch arge of th e day. His frien d, th e Mule, 
h appen ed to pass by sh ortly afterwards an d foun d h im  on  
th e poin t of death . “I was wron g,” said th e Mule. “Better 
h um ble security th an  gilded dan ger.”

 

Bet ter hum ble security than  gilded 
danger.
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The Trumpeter Taken 
Prisoner

 

A Trum peter durin g a battle ven tured too n ear th e en em y 
an d was captured by th em . Th ey were about to proceed to 
put h im  to death  wh en  h e begged th em  to h ear h is plea 
for m ercy. “I do n ot figh t,” said h e, “an d in deed carry n o 
weapon ; I on ly blow th is trum pet, an d surely th at can n ot 
h arm  you; th en  wh y sh ould you kill m e?” “You m ay n ot 
figh t yourself,” said th e oth ers, “but you en courage an d 
guide your m en  to th e figh t.”

 

W ords m ay be deeds.
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The Buffoon and
the Countryman

 

At a coun try fair th ere was a Buffoon  wh o m ade all th e 
people laugh  by im itatin g th e cries of various an im als. He 
fin ish ed off by squeakin g so like a pig th at th e spectators 
th ough t th at h e h ad a porker con cealed about h im . But a 
Coun trym an  wh o stood by said: “Call th at a pig’s squeak! 
Noth in g like it. You give m e till tom orrow an d I will sh ow 
you wh at it’s like.” Th e audien ce laugh ed, but n ext day, 
sure en ough , th e Coun trym an  appeared on  th e stage, an d 
puttin g h is h ead down  squealed so h ideously th at th e 
spectators h issed an d th rew ston es at h im  to m ake h im  
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stop. “You fools!” h e cried. “See wh at you h ave been  
h issin g,” an d h eld up a little pig wh ose ear h e h ad been  
pin ch in g to m ake h im  utter th e squeals.

 

People of ten  applaud an  im itat ion
and h iss the real th ing.
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The Old Woman and
the Wine-Jar

 

You m ust kn ow th at som etim es old wom en  like a glass of 
win e. On e of th is sort on ce foun d a win e-jar lyin g in  th e 
road, an d eagerly wen t up to it h opin g to fin d it full. But 
wh en  sh e took it up sh e foun d th at all th e win e h ad been  
drun k out of it. Still sh e took a lon g sn iff at th e m outh  of 
th e jar. “Ah ,” sh e cried, “Wh at m em ories clin g aroun d th e 
in strum en ts of our pleasure.”

 

W hat  m em ories cling around
the in strum en ts of  our pleasure.
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The Fox and the Goat

 

By an  un lucky ch an ce a Fox fell in to a deep well from  
wh ich  h e could n ot get out. A Goat passed by sh ortly 
afterwards, an d asked th e Fox wh at h e was doin g down  
th ere. “Oh , h ave you n ot h eard?” said th e Fox; “th ere is 
goin g to be a great drough t, so I jum ped down  h ere in  
order to be sure to h ave water by m e. Wh y don ’t you com e 
down  too?” Th e Goat th ough t well of th is advice, an d 
jum ped down  in to th e well. But th e Fox im m ediately 
jum ped on  h er back, an d by puttin g h is foot on  h er lon g 
h orn s m an aged to jum p up to th e edge of th e well. 
“Good-bye, frien d,” said th e Fox, “rem em ber n ext tim e, 
‘Never trust th e advice of a person  in  difficulties.’”

 

N ever t rust  the advice of  a person  in  
dif f icult ies.
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A liar will n ot be believed, even  wh en  h e speaks th e 
truth .
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A little th in g in  h an d is worth  m ore th an  a great th in g 
in  prospect.
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All m ust work togeth er.
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Appearan ces are deceptive.
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Better bean s an d bacon  in  peace th an  cakes an d ale 
in  fear.
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Better h um ble security th an  gilded dan ger.
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Better n o rule th an  cruel rule.
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•

 

Better on e safe way th an  a h un dred on  wh ich  you 
can n ot reckon .

 

•

 

Better starve free th an  be a fat slave.

 

•

 

Beware lest you lose th e substan ce by graspin g at th e 
sh adow.

 

•

 

Beware wh at you give to future en em ies. 

 

•

 

Clum sy jestin g is n o joke. 

 

•

 

Cun n in g often  outwits itself.

 

•

 

Destroy th e seed of evil, or it will grow up to be 
your ruin .

 

•

 

Do n ot coun t your ch icken s before th ey are h atch ed.

 

•

 

Do n ot trust flatterers. 

 

•

 

Do n ot trust in terested advice.
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•

 

En em ies’ prom ises were m ade to be broken .

 

•

 

Exam ple is th e best precept.

 

•

 

Fam iliarity breeds con tem pt.

 

•

 

Fate h elps th em  th at h elp th em selves.

 

•

 

Fin e cloth es m ay disguise, but silly words will disclose 
a fool.

 

•

 

Gratitude an d greed go n ot togeth er.

 

•

 

Gratitude is th e sign  of n oble souls.

 

•

 

Greed often  overreach es itself. 

 

•

 

He th at is n eith er on e th in g n or th e oth er h as n o 
frien ds.

 

•

 

If you allow people to use you for your own  purposes, 
th ey will use you for th eirs.
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•

 

In juries m ay be forgiven , but n ot forgotten .

 

•

 

It is best to prepare for th e days of n ecessity.

 

•

 

It is easier to get in to th e en em y’s toils th an  out again .

 

•

 

It is easy to be brave from  a safe distan ce.

 

•

 

It is easy to despise wh at you can n ot get.

 

•

 

It is easy to propose im possible rem edies.

 

•

 

It is n ot on ly fin e feath ers th at m ake fin e birds.

 

•

 

It is useless attackin g th e in sen sible.

 

•

 

Kin dn ess effects m ore th an  severity.

 

•

 

Little by little does th e trick.

 

•

 

Little frien ds m ay prove great frien ds.

 

•

 

Love can  tam e th e wildest.
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•

 

People often  applaud an  im itation  an d h iss th e real th in g.

 

•

 

Much  outcry, little outcom e.

 

•

 

Never soar aloft on  an  en em y’s win gs.

 

•

 

Never trust a frien d wh o deserts you at a pin ch .

 

•

 

Never trust th e advice of a person  in  difficulties. 

 

•

 

No gratitude from  th e wicked.

 

•

 

Noth in g escapes th e m aster’s eye.

 

•

 

Obscurity often  brin gs safety.

 

•

 

On e bad turn  deserves an oth er.

 

•

 

On e can n ot be first in  everyth in g.

 

•

 

On ly cowards in sult dyin g m ajesty.

 

•

 

Outside sh ow is a poor substitute for in n er worth .
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•

 

People often  grudge oth ers wh at th ey can n ot en joy 
th em selves.

 

•

 

Please all, an d you will please n on e.

 

•

 

Ploddin g win s th e race.

 

•

 

Self-con ceit m ay lead to self-destruction .

 

•

 

Sh e th at h as m an y frien ds, h as n o frien ds.

 

•

 

Sorrow n ot over wh at is lost forever. 

 

•

 

Teach  a ch ild well.

 

•

 

Th e stron g an d th e weak can n ot keep com pan y.

 

•

 

Th ere is always som eon e worse off th an  yourself.

 

•

 

Un ion  gives stren gth .

 

•

 

Un ited we stan d, divided we fall.
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•

 

Vices are th eir own  pun ish m en t.

 

•

 

We can  easily represen t th in gs as we wish  th em  to be.

 

•

 

We often  despise wh at is m ost useful to us.

 

•

 

We often  give our en em ies th e m ean s for our 
own  destruction .

 

•

 

We would often  be sorry if our wish es were gratified.

 

•

 

Wealth  un used m igh t as well n ot exist.

 

•

 

Wh at m em ories clin g aroun d th e in strum en ts of 
our pleasure.

 

•

 

Wh en  you are in  a person ’s power you m ust do as 
th ey bid.

 

•

 

Wit h as always an  an swer ready. 

 

•

 

Words m ay be deeds.
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•

 

Yield to all an d you will soon  h ave n oth in g to yield.

 

•

 

You can n ot escape your fate. 

 

•

 

You m ay sh are th e labors of th e great, but you will n ot 
sh are th e rewards.

 

•

 

You will on ly in jure yourself if you take n otice of 
despicable en em ies.

 

•

 

[

 

Create your own  m oral. (1)

 

]

 

•

 

[

 

Create your own  m oral. (2)

 

]

 

•

 

[

 

Create your own  m oral. (3)

 

]

 

•

 

[

 

Create your own  m oral. (4)

 

]
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HOW TO CREATE 
YOUR OWN GLOSSARY 
AND QUESTION PAGES

 

Th e Question  pages in  th is book are on ly an  exam ple 
wh at you can  do with  on lin e books usin g Acrobat soft-
ware. You can  easily add question s to th ose we’ve sup-
plied, or you m igh t wan t to replace our question s en tirely. 
You can  also add a Glossary an d lin k words in  th e fables 
to th eir defin ition s. 

You can  also use Acrobat Exch an ge to add n otes to pages 
th at can  be saved with  th e book an d prin ted as a separate 
file. You m igh t wan t to use n otes to defin e a word or 
ph rase, to ask a question , or just to com m en t on  som e-
th in g in  th e book. After addin g your n otes, you can  use 
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th e Create Notes File com m an d to create a list of all 
th e n otes in  th e file: th is procedure is a quick way, for 
exam ple, to create a Glossary you can  save an d prin t as 
a separate file.

Addin g or replacin g pages in  th is book is a th ree-step 
process:

 

1

 

Use a word processin g program  to create a docum en t 
with  your question  or glossary pages.

 

2

 

Use th e PDF Writer (in stalled with  th e Acrobat 
Exch an ge program ) to create a PDF file from  your 
docum en t.

 

3

 

Use th e Exch an ge program  to delete th e origin al 
question  pages an d add th e pages you m ade.
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STEP 1: CREATE A DOCUM ENT

 

You can  use an y word processin g or page layout program  
to create your question  docum en t. Th e floppy disk con -
tain in g Aesop's Fables, h owever, in cludes a Microsoft

 



 

 
Word tem plate file for n ew question  pages an d for Glos-
sary pages. If you use Microsoft Word, you can  use th e 
tem plate files to create pages th at look like th e origin als.

 

Note: The Microsoft W ord template files do not use the same 
fonts and graphic elements that were used to create the fables. 
If you have a page layout program, you can create pages that 
look more like the fable pages.

 

To use the M icrosoft Word template:

 

1

 

Copy th e tem plate file from  th e distribution  disk 
to your h ard disk. For Win dows, th e tem plate files are 
called QUESTION.DOC an d TEMPLATE.DOC. For th e 
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Macin tosh , th e tem plates files are called Question  Tem -
plate an d Glossary Tem plate.

 

2

 

In  Microsoft Word, open  th e tem plate file, an d th en  
open  a n ew file.

 

3

 

Select all th e text on  th e tem plate page an d ch oose 
Copy from  th e Edit m en u.

 

4

 

Select th e n ew file, an d ch oose Paste from  th e Edit 
m en u. A copy of th e tem plate page is in serted at th e 
begin n in g of your docum en t.

 

5

 

To create addition al pages, ch oose Page Break from  th e 
In sert m en u an d th en  ch oose th e Paste com m an d for each  
page you plan  to m ake. Don ’t worry about m akin g 
en ough  pages. You can  always m ake m ore if you n eed 
th em .

 

6

 

For each  n ew page, replace th e filler text with  your 
own  text. Save th e file.
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To create question or glossary pages with another 
word processor:

 

You can  use an y word processor or page layout program  
to m ake question  or glossary pages. Keep in  m in d, h ow-
ever, th e followin g poin ts:

 

•

 

Use a fon t th at is available on  th e viewin g com puters. 
Th e Acrobat Reader program  can  m ake substitute fon ts, 
but substitute fon ts require m em ory an d slow docum en t 
display. Th e question  tem plate file uses Helvetica for titles 
an d question s.

 

•

 

Use a poin t size th at is easy to read on -screen . Th e orig-
in al question  pages use 14-poin t type for th e question s.

 

•

 

Rem em ber to put a “Return  to fable” lin e at th e en d 
of your question s. Later you will use th is lin e to create a 
lin k button  th at lin ks th e question s to th e correspon din g 
fable.
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STEP 2: CREATE A PDF FILE

 

Use th e in struction s on  th e back of your Acrobat Exch an ge 
Quick Referen ce card or in  th e Exch an ge on lin e guide to 
learn  h ow to create a PDF file from  your question  pages.

 

STEP 3: INSERT THE NEW PAGES

 

To add n ew pages to th e fables, open  th e fables docum en t 
with  th e Exch an ge program  an d follow th ese steps:

 

1

 

If you wan t to replace pages, delete th e origin als. Ch oose 
Delete Page from  th e Edit m en u an d select a sin gle page or 
a ran ge of pages to delete.

 

2

 

Ch oose In sert from  th e File m en u to add pages to th e 
fables. Iden tify th e PDF file you m ade from  your question  
or glossary pages an d tell th e Exch an ge program  wh ere in  
th e fables docum en t to in sert th e n ew pages.
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3

 

Ch oose Crop Pages from  th e Edit m en u to trim  th e 
in serted pages to th e size of th e fable pages. For a stan dard 
US letter page, th e correct crop m argin s for th e fables are

Left: 50 Top: 72 Righ t: 79 Bottom : 332

 

Note: For Shakespeare’s Sonnets, change the Left value to 90 
and the Right value to 89.

 

4

 

Use th e lin k tool in  th e Exch an ge program  to create 
h ypertext lin ks between  th e n ew pages an d th e fables.

 

•

 

To lin k th e fables to th e question s, click th e lin k tool, 
double-click th e lin k button  surroun din g th e question  
m ark on  th e fable page, go to th e question  page, an d set 
th e n ew lin k destin ation . Reverse th is procedure for lin k-
in g th e question s to th e fables.
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•

 

To lin k a word in  a fable to th e word’s defin ition  in  th e 
Glossary, use th e tech n ique described above for lin kin g 
question  pages to th e fables. You m igh t, h owever, wan t to 
create a visible lin k button  aroun d th e defin ed term . With  
visible lin k button s, readers can  tell at a glan ce wh ich  
words are defin ed in  th e Glossary. 

 

Note: If you link more than one occurrence of a word to the 
Glossary, instruct your readers to use the Go Back button (or 
command) to return from the Glossary to the fable they 
were reading.

 

See th e Exch an ge on lin e guide for m ore in form ation  
about usin g th e lin k tool.
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How to Print and 
Make Your Own Book

 

You can  prin t all or an y part of Aesop’s Fables to m ake 
your own  book. Ch oose th e fables you wan t in  your book, 
an d th en  prin t th em . For th e best results, use a laser 
prin ter. If you wan t to in clude question s for th e fables, 
prin t th ose pages, too.

Prin t th e pages at full size; do n ot ch oose th e prin tin g 
option  “Sh rin k to Fit.” Th e book can  be prin ted on  laser 
prin ters capable of black-an d-wh ite, grayscale, an d color.
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1

 

Prin t th e pages. Put th e pages in  order. Use scissors 
to cut out th e page. Cut aroun d th e black border on  th e 
page.

The Fox and the Crow
A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a p iece of ch eese in  its beak an d sett le on  a bran ch  of 

a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said  th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good day, 

Mistress Crow,” h e cried . “How well you  are lookin g today: h ow glossy your feath ers; 

h ow brigh t your eyes. I feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at  of oth er birds, just  as your 

figure does. Let  m e h ear bu t on e son g from  you th at  I m ay greet  you  as th e Queen  of 

Birds.” Th e Crow lifted  up  h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best , bu t  th e m om en t sh e 

open ed h er m outh  th e p iece of ch eese fell to th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e 

Fox. “Th at will do,” said  h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your ch eese I will 

give you  a p iece of advice for th e fu ture: 

Do not trust fl atterers.

?

21
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2

 

Begin n in g with  th e first page, paste th e back of th e 
even -n um bered page to th e back of th e odd-n um bered 
page so th at th e borders are align ed. Pages 1 an d 2 go 
togeth er, th en  pages 3 an d 4, 5 an d 6, an d so forth . Make 
sure th at th e pages are pasted togeth er correctly.

The Fox and the Crow

A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a p iece of ch eese in  its beak an d sett le on  a bran ch  of 

a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said  th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good day, 

Mistress Crow,” h e cried . “How well you  are lookin g today: h ow glossy your feath ers; 

h ow brigh t your eyes. I feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at  of oth er birds, just  as your 

figure does. Let  m e h ear bu t on e son g from  you th at  I m ay greet  you  as th e Queen  of 

Birds.” Th e Crow lifted  up  h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best , bu t  th e m om en t sh e 

open ed h er m outh  th e p iece of ch eese fell to th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e 

Fox. “Th at will do,” said  h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your ch eese I will 

give you  a p iece of advice for th e fu ture: 

Do not trust flatterers.

?

21 The Si
ck Lion

A Lion  h ad com e to th e en d of h is d
ays an d lay sick un to death  at  th

e m outh  of h is cave, 

gaspin g for breath . Th e an im als, h
is su

bjects, c
am e roun d h im  an d drew n earer as h e 

grew m ore an d m ore h elp less. W
h en  th ey saw h im  on  th e poin t  of death  th ey th ough t to

 

th em selves: “Now is t
h e t im

e to pay off o
ld  grudges.” So th e Boar cam e up an d drove at  

h im  with  h is tu
sks. T

h en  a Bull gored h im  with  h is h
orn s. Still 

th e Lion  lay h elp less 

before th em , so
 th e Ass, f

eelin g quite safe fro
m  dan ger, cam e up, an d turn in g h is ta

il to
 

th e Lion  kicked up h is h
eels in

to th e Lion . “Th is is
 a double death ,” growled th e Lion . 

Only cowards in
sult dying majesty

.

?

22

Glue alon g edges
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3

 

After th e pages h ave dried, use a paper h ole pun ch  or 
bin der h ole pun ch  to put two h oles in to each  sh eet at th e 
sam e location  th rough out th e book.

The Fox and the Crow
A Fox on ce saw a Crow fly off with  a p iece of ch eese in  its beak an d sett le on  a bran ch  of 

a tree. “Th at’s for m e,” said  th e Fox, an d h e walked up to th e foot of th e tree. “Good day, 

Mistress Crow,” h e cried . “How well you  are lookin g today: h ow glossy your feath ers; 

h ow brigh t your eyes. I feel sure your voice m ust surpass th at  of oth er birds, just  as your 

figure does. Let  m e h ear bu t on e son g from  you th at  I m ay greet  you  as th e Queen  of 

Birds.” Th e Crow lifted  up  h er h ead an d began  to caw h er best , bu t  th e m om en t sh e 

open ed h er m outh  th e p iece of ch eese fell to th e groun d, on ly to be sn apped up by th e 

Fox. “Th at will do,” said  h e. “Th at was all I wan ted. In  exch an ge for your ch eese I will 

give you  a p iece of advice for th e fu ture: 

Do not trust flatterers.

?

21
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4

 

Bin d th e book by in sertin g a strin g, sh oelace, or piece of 
leath er th rough  th e h oles of th e pages an d tyin g a firm  
kn ot. Be sure to put th e pages in  order (th e odd-n um bered 
page sh ould always be facin g you). Wh en  th e pages h ave 
been  boun d, use scissors to trim  away an y paper th at 
sticks out from  th e rest. Use crayon s or m arkers to color 
your favorite fables or draw your own  illustration s.

æsop’s fables
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FABLE Questions
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?

 

The Wolf and 
the Lamb

 

1

 

Wh o is th e tyran t in  th e fable? Wh y?

 

2

 

Give an  exam ple of yourself, or som eon e else, wh o h as 
acted like a tyran t at on e tim e or an oth er.

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Dog and 
the Shadow

 

1

 

Wh y did th e dog try to take th e m eat from  h is reflec-
tion ? Was h e h un gry?

 

2

 

Do you th in k a dog would really do th is? Wh y or wh y 
n ot?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?
The Lion’s Share

1 Wh y did th e fox walk away with  h is tail between  h is 
legs?

2 Did th e fox deserve to h ave part of th e reward?

3 Wh o do you th in k is sayin g th e m oral at th e en d of th e 
story?

4 Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Wolf and 
the Crane

 

1

 

Wh y do you th in k th e cran e h elped th e wolf?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e cran e ask th e wolf for th e reward?

 

3

 

Was th e wolf righ t in  refusin g to give a reward to th e 
cran e? Wh y?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Man and 
the Serpent

 

1

 

Wh y did th e m an  brin g h on ey an d food to th e sn ake?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e sn ake refuse th e food an d h on ey from  th e 
m an ?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Town Mouse and 
the Country Mouse

 

1

 

Wh y did th e m ice go to th e city?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e coun try m ouse go back h om e?

 

3

 

Wh at is th e differen ce between  th e coun try m ouse an d 
th e town  m ouse?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Fox and 
the Crow

 

1

 

Wh o is th e flatterer in  th e fable?

 

2

 

Wh at is th e purpose of th e flattery?

 

3

 

Wh y do you th in k th e crow en joyed bein g flattered?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?



 

165

 

?

 

The Sick Lion

 

1

 

Wh y did th e oth er an im als attack th e lion ?

 

2

 

Wh y was th e ass th e last an im al to attack?

 

3

 

A m odern  sayin g is “Don ’t kick a person  wh en  th ey’re 
down .” Is th at sim ilar to th is m oral? Wh y? In  wh at way is 
it differen t?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?



 

166

 

?

 

The Ass and 
the Lapdog

 

1

 

Wh y did th e ass im itate th e dog?

 

2

 

Wh at h appen ed to th e ass? Wh y?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Lion and 
the Mouse

 

1

 

Wh y did th e lion  let th e m ouse go?

 

2

 

How did th e m ouse h elp th e lion ? Wh y?

 

3

 

Wh o learn ed som eth in g in  th is fable—th e m ouse or th e 
lion ? Wh at did h e learn ?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Swallow and 
the Other Birds

 

1

 

Wh at is th e seed of evil in  th e fable? Wh y?

 

2

 

Wh at did th e swallow tell th e oth er birds to do? Wh y?

 

3

 

Wh at are som e exam ples of seeds of evil in  th e world 
today?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Frogs Desiring 
a King

 

1

 

Wh y do you th in k Zeus sen t th e frogs a log in stead of a 
kin g?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e frogs ask for a secon d kin g?

 

3

 

Wh y did Zeus get an gry?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Mountains 
in Labor

 

1

 

Wh at did th e coun try folk th in k would h appen ?

 

2

 

Wh y is th is fable called “Th e Moun tain s in  Labor?”

 

3

 

Suppose th e m oun tain  actually did blow up. Can  you 
th in k of a differen t m oral to fit th at en din g of th e fable?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Hares and 
the Frogs

 

1

 

Wh y did th e h ares wan t to drown  th em selves? 

 

2

 

Wh y did th ey decide n ot to?

 

3

 

Wh at an im als m igh t th e frogs see th at would m ake 
th em  say th e sam e th in g th e h ares said?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Wolf and 
the Kid

 

1

 

Wh y did th e kid yell at th e wolf from  th e top of th e 
h ouse?

 

2

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Woodman and 
the Serpent

 

1

 

Wh y did th e woodm an  pick up th e serpen t from  th e 
sn ow?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e sn ake wan t to bite th e ch ildren ?

 

3

 

Wh at did th e woodm an  learn  in  th e fable?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Bald Man 
and the Fly

 

1

 

Wh y did th e m an  h it h im self on  th e h ead?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e m an  stop h ittin g h im self?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Fox and 
the Stork

 

1

 

How did th e fox trick th e stork?

 

2

 

How did th e stork get back at th e fox?

 

3

 

Wh y did th e fox an d stork play tricks on  each  oth er?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The fox and 
the mask

 

1

 

Wh y was th e fox afraid wh en  h e first saw th e m ask?

 

2

 

Wh at did th e fox m ean  wh en  h e said, “It’s a pity you 
h aven ’t got an y brain s?”

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The jay and 
the peacock

 

1

 

Wh y did th e peacocks pull th e feath ers off th e jay?

 

2

 

Wh y were th e oth er jays an n oyed?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Frog and 
the Ox

 

1

 

Wh y did th e little frog th in k h e h ad seen  a m on ster?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e fath er frog try to sh ow h is son  th at th e ox 
was n ot so big?

 

3

 

Wh y did th e fath er frog burst?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

Androcles

 

1

 

Wh y did An drocles h elp th e lion ?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e lion  becom e An drocles’ frien d?

 

3

 

Wh at do you th in k th e em peror learn ed wh en  An dro-
cles told h im  th e wh ole story?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Bat, the Birds, 
and the Beasts

 

1

 

Wh y didn ’t th e bat wan t to join  th e birds or th e beasts?

 

2

 

Wh y did both  th e birds an d th e beasts turn  th e bat away 
wh en  h e tried to join  th em ?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Hart and 
the Hunter

 

1

 

Wh y did th e h art wish  for sturdier legs?

 

2

 

How did th e h un ter catch  up with  th e h art?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Serpent and 
the File

 

1

 

Wh y did th e sn ake attack th e file?

 

2

 

Wh at do you th in k “attackin g th e in sen sible” m ean s?

 

3

 

Wh at are som e oth er exam ples of “attackin g th e in sen -
sible?”

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Man and 
the Wood

 

1

 

Do you th in k th e trees sh ould h ave been  suspicious 
wh en  th ey saw th e m an  with  on ly th e axe h ead?

 

2

 

How could th e trees h ave avoided bein g cut down  by 
th e m an ’s axe?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Dog and 
the Wolf

 

1

 

Wh y did th e h ouse-dog wan t to h elp th e wolf?

 

2

 

Fin d th e fable “Th e Town  Mouse an d Coun try Mouse” 
an d com pare its story an d m oral with  th e story an d m oral 
of “Th e Dog an d th e Wolf.”

 

3

 

Wh y did th e wolf leave th e h ouse-dog?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Belly and 
the Members

 

1

 

Wh at did th e oth er body parts wan t th e belly to do?

 

2

 

How did th ey try to force th e belly to do wh at th ey 
wan ted?

 

3

 

Wh at did th e body parts learn ?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Hart in 
the Ox-Stall

 

1

 

Wh y do you th in k th e m aster was able to fin d th e h art?

 

2

 

Wh y didn ’t th e stable boys or th e h un ter see th e h art?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Fox and 
the Grapes

 

1

 

Wh y did th e fox walk away from  th e grapes?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e fox say th e grapes were sour?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?



 

188

 

?

 

The Horse, Hunter, 
and Stag

 

1

 

Wh y did th e h orse go to th e h un ter?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e h un ter h elp th e h orse?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Peacock 
and hera

 

1

 

Wh at did th e peacock wan t from  Hera?

 

2

 

Wh y did Hera refuse?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Fox and 
the Lion

 

1

 

Wh y was th e fox afraid wh en  h e first saw th e lion ?

 

2

 

How did th e fox feel about th e lion  after th e th ird 
m eetin g?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Lion and 
the Statue

 

1

 

Wh y do you th in k th e statue sh owed th e m an  bein g 
stron ger?

 

2

 

If th e lion  m ade th e statue, do you th in k th e statue 
would h ave been  differen t? How?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Ant and the 
Grasshopper

 

1

 

Wh y did th e an t tell th e grassh opper to put food away 
for th e win ter?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e grassh opper die?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Tree and 
the Reed

 

1

 

Wh at did th e tree tell th e reed?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e reed feel safer th an  th e tree?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Fox and 
the Cat

 

1

 

Wh at did th e fox tell th e cat?

 

2

 

Wh y didn ’t th e fox escape th e h oun ds?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Wolf in 
Sheep’s Clothing

 

1

 

How did th e wolf trick th e lam b?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e lam b th in k th e wolf was on e of th e sh eep?

 

3

 

Wh at are som e exam ples of th in gs th at look safe but 
m ay be dan gerous?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Dog in the 
Manger

 

1

 

How was th e dog usin g th e m an ger?

 

2

 

How did th e ox wan t to use th e m an ger?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Man and the 
Wooden God

 

1

 

Wh at did th e m an  wan t from  th e wooden  idol?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e m an  get an gry?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. Wh at do you 
th in k would be a good m oral for th is fable?



 

198

 

?

 

The Fisher

 

1

 

On ce th e fish er h ad caugh t th e fish  in  h is n et, th e fish  
did wh atever th e fish er asked. Wh y?

 

2

 

Did th e fish  wan t to dan ce?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Shepherd’s Boy

 

1

 

Wh y did th e boy lie?

 

2

 

Wh at are som e oth er problem s th e boy could h ave 
caused? Was h is own  life in  dan ger?

 

3

 

Wh y didn ’t th e villages believe th e boy th e last tim e h e 
cried wolf? 

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Young Thief 
and His Mother

 

1

 

How could th e m oth er h ave h elped h er son  wh en  h e 
stole sm all th in gs as a boy?

 

2

 

Wh y do you th in k th e m oth er did n ot pun ish  h er son  
wh en  h e stole th in gs?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Man and 
His Two Wives

 

1

 

Wh at did th e m an  yield?

 

2

 

Can  a person  look both  old an d youn g at th e sam e 
tim e?

 

3

 

Could th is story h ave been  about a wom an  wh o h ad 
two h usban ds? 

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Nurse and 
the Wolf

 

1

 

Did th e n urse really m ean  to th row th e ch ild to th e 
wolf? 

 

2

 

Wh y did th e wolf believe th e n urse?

 

3

 

How was th e n urse an  en em y to th e wolf?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

Tortoise and 
the Birds

 

1

 

Wh at was th e tortoise’s m istake?

 

2

 

How could th e tortoise h ave reach ed its n ew h om e 
safely?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Two Crabs

 

1

 

Could th e m oth er crab walk straigh t forward if sh e 
wan ted to?

 

2

 

Wh at does th e word “accustom ” m ean  as it is used in  
th is fable?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Ass in the 
Lion’s Skin

 

1

 

Wh y was th e don key proud of h im self?

 

2

 

Wh y wasn ’t th e fox fooled?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Two Fellows 
and the Bear

 

1

 

Wh at does th e ph rase “in  a pin ch ” m ean ?

 

2

 

Did th e bear really wh isper th ose words to th e secon d 
fellow?

 

3

 

Wh at would th e first fellow h ave don e if h e were a true 
frien d?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Two Pots

 

1

 

Wh at is an  earth en ware pot m ade of? Wh y would it 
break m ore easily th an  a brass pot?

 

2

 

Wh y wasn ’t th e brass pot worried about h ittin g th e 
earth en ware pot?

 

3

 

Give som e exam ples of som e stron g an d weak th in gs 
th at can n ot keep com pan y.

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Four Oxen 
and the Lion

 

1

 

Wh y couldn ’t th e lion  kill th e oxen  wh en  th ey all stood 
togeth er?

 

2

 

How could th e oxen  h ave stayed alive?

 

3

 

Wh en  people becom e divided, do th ey becom e stron ger 
or weaker?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Fisher and 
the Little Fish

 

1

 

Do you th in k th e little fish  would h ave allowed itself to 
get caugh t later in  th e year?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e little fish  ask th e fish er to let h im  go?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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Avaricious 
and Envious

 

1

 

In  th e en d, did eith er n eigh bor win ? Wh y?

 

2

 

Wh y wasn ’t th e n eigh bor satisfied with  th e two room s 
of gold?

 

3

 

Bad h abits an d vices are th e subject of m ost of Aesop’s 
Fables. Can  you n am e som e oth er vices in  th e fables th at 
m ake bad th in gs h appen ?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Crow and 
the Pitcher

 

1

 

Wh at would h ave h appen ed to th e crow if h e h ad 
becom e im patien t an d left th e pitch er?

 

2

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Man and 
the Satyr

 

1

 

Was th e m an ’s breath  really h ot an d cold?

 

2

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. Wh at do you 
th in k would m ake a good m oral for th is fable?
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?

 

The Goose With the 
Golden Eggs

 

1

 

Wh at was th e m an  h opin g to fin d in side th e goose?

 

2

 

Did th e m an  get an y m ore golden  eggs after killin g th e 
goose?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Laborer and 
the Nightingale

 

1

 

Th ere are th ree popular m orals to th is fable: “Never 
believe a captive’s prom ise,” “Keep wh at you h ave,” an d 
“Sorrow n ot over wh at is lost forever.” Wh ich  of th e 
m orals do you prefer? Wh y?

 

2

 

Wh y sh ouldn ’t th e laborer h ave trusted th e n igh tin -
gale?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Fox, the Rooster, 
and the Dog

 

1

 

How did th e rooster outwit th e fox? Did h e really see h is 
m aster’s dog?

 

2

 

Lyin g, exaggeratin g, an d m an y oth er ways of 
presen tin g yourself falsely to oth ers is a com m on  th em e 
in  Aesop’s Fables. Can  you th in k of oth er exam ples of th is 
th em e in  th e oth er fables?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Wind and 
the Sun

 

1

 

Wh at does th e sun  represen t?

 

2

 

Wh y couldn ’t th e win d blow th e m an ’s coat off?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

Hercules and the 
Wagoneer

 

1

 

Wh y didn ’t Hercules h elp th e wagon eer?

 

2

 

Wh at did Hercules wan t th e wagon eer to do?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Man, the Boy, 
and the Donkey

 

1

 

Wh y did th e m an  an d th e boy tie th e don key on  th e 
pole?

 

2

 

Wh at does Aesop m ean  (in  th e m oral) th at if you try to 
please everyon e you will please n o on e?

 

3

 

How are th e m an  an d th e boy in  th is fable like th e m an  
in  “Th e Man  an d His Two Wives?”

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Miser and 
His Gold

 

1

 

Wh y did th e m iser look at h is gold all th e tim e?

 

2

 

How could th e m iser h ave avoided h avin g h is gold 
stolen ?

 

3

 

Wh at did th e m iser use h is gold for? Wh at m igh t h e 
h ave used it for?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Fox and the 
Mosquitoes

 

1

 

Wh y does th e h edgeh og offer to h elp th e fox?

 

2

 

Wh y does th e fox refuse h is h elp?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. Wh at do you 
th in k would m ake a good m oral for th is fable?
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?
The Fox Without 

a Tail
1 Wh y did th e fox try to con vin ce th e oth er foxes to give 
up th eir tails?

2 Wh en  th e fox m et with  th e oth er foxes h e was 
“lobbyin g” for a decision . Wh at does “lobbyin g” m ean ?

3 People wh o lobby for som eth in g are n ot always as m oti-
vated by person al in terest as th e fox was. How can  you 
decide wh eth er people are lobbyin g with out person al 
ben efit in  m in d?

4 Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The One-Eyed Doe

 

1

 

Wh at does th e word “fate” m ean  in  th e m oral of th e 
fable?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e doe feel sh e was safe?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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Belling the Cat

 

1

 

Wh at was wron g with  th e idea of bellin g th e cat?

 

2

 

Wh at oth er “im possible rem edies” m igh t th e m ice h ave 
proposed?

 

3

 

Fin d th e fable “Th e Crow an d th e Pitch er.” Th e crow 
faced a problem  but foun d a rem edy. How was th e crow’s 
solution  differen t from  th e solution  suggested by th e 
youn g m ouse?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Hare and 
the Tortoise

 

1

 

A h are can  run  m uch  faster th an  a tortoise. Wh y did th e 
tortoise win ?

 

2

 

Can  you th in k of oth er activities in  wh ich  a slow an d 
steady pace will win  over a fast an d im patien t pace?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Old Man 
and Death

 

1

 

Did th e woodcutter really wish  to die?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e woodcutter m ake a wish  h e didn ’t wan t to 
com e true?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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?

 

The Hare With 
Many Friends

 

1

 

Were an y of th e an im als truly th e h are’s frien ds?

 

2

 

Wh y didn ’t th e an im als wan t to h elp th e h are?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Lion in 
Love

 

1

 

How m igh t th e lion  h ave argued for th e daugh ter’s 
h an d with out trim m in g h is claws or rem ovin g h is teeth ?

 

2

 

Wh y didn ’t th e girl’s paren ts let th e lion  m arry th eir 
daugh ter after h e trim m ed h is claws an d rem oved h is 
teeth ?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Bundle of 
Sticks

 

1

 

Wh y is it easier for all th e son s to break th e sticks in di-
vidually th an  for on e of th e son s to break th e bun dle?

 

2

 

How are th e old m an ’s son s like th e sticks?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Lion, the Fox, 
and the Beasts

 

1

 

Wh at h appen ed to th e an im als wh o wen t in to th e lion ’s 
cave?

 

2

 

Wh y didn ’t th e fox believe th e lion  was death ly ill?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The mule’s Brains

 

1

 

Wh y sh ouldn ’t th e m ule h ave trusted th e lion ?

 

2

 

How did th e fox’s wit get h im  wh at h e wan ted?

 

3

 

Do you th in k th e lion  will fall for th e fox’s wit?

 

4

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Eagle and 
the Arrow

 

1

 

Wh at h ad th e eagle given  th e h un ter th at led to th e 
eagle’s destruction ?

 

2

 

Wh o is th e eagle’s en em y in  th e fable?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Milkmaid 
and Her Pail

 

1

 

How did th e m aid th in k th e pail of m ilk would lead to 
a dress an d h at?

 

2

 

How could th e m aid h ave saved th e pail of m ilk?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Cat-Maiden

 

1

 

Wh at did Zeus believe? Wh at did Ven us believe?

 

2

 

How did th ey settle th e argum en t? Wh o was righ t?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. Wh at do you 
th in k would m ake a good m oral for th is fable?
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The Horse and 
the Mule

 

1

 

Wh y did th e m ule en vy th e h orse?

 

2

 

Th e m ule said th e h orse h ad n oth in g to do, but th at was 
wron g. Wh at did th e h orse do?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Trumpeter 
Taken Prisoner

 

1

 

Wh y didn ’t th e trum peter th in k h is en em ies sh ould kill 
h im ?

 

2

 

How did th e trum peter’s playin g h is trum pet h arm  h is 
en em ies?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Buffoon and 
the Countryman

 

1

 

How did th e buffoon  m ake people laugh ?

 

2

 

Wh at did th e coun trym an  say about th e buffoon ? How 
did h e prove it?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Old Woman and 
the Wine-Jar

 

1

 

Wh at was th e old wom an  rem em berin g wh en  sh e 
sm elled th e win e jar?

 

2

 

Do you rem em ber certain  th in gs wh en  you sm ell som e-
th in g like fresh ly cut grass, sm oke from  a fireplace, or a 
certain  kin d of food?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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The Fox and 
the Goat

 

1

 

Wh y did th e goat jum p in to th e well?

 

2

 

Wh y did th e fox wan t th e goat to jum p in to th e well?

 

3

 

Click th e arrow below to reread th e fable. How would 
you say th e m oral in  your own  words?
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