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A |ong time ago, In the vast City of
Johqnnesburg, a baby gir| was born.

That baby was me. My mom called me

Miriam. Miriam Makeba.




Mom was a sangoma, but she also
worked to make other peop|e's homes
neat and clean. It was hard for my
mom to earn enough for both of us. She
starteo se||ing homemade beer to bring
IN More money.




The laws of the land said that se||ing
homemade beer was wrong. The po|ice
sent my mom 1o joi| for six |ong months.
| was on|y 18 deys old, and needed my
mom. So even though | was just a baby,

| went to jail too.




As a little gir| | loved to siNg. When
| was older, | helped my mom clean

houses. Singing songs as | worked made

the chores go faster and the doys seem

brighfer. Singing made me happier than
| can explain.




| sang in my church, and this made
others happy too. Music has the power
TO |oring peop|e Togefher. When we were

singing we felt brave and strong.
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Peop|e said my voice was d giﬂ and my
songs were speci0|. | sang with other
musicians and our music was heard all
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over the world.




My home was Sophiofown, a |o|0|ce
of culture and music. Sophiqfown, a
p|0ce where South Africans could make
MUSIC N hormony and dance Togefher.
But the peop|e who ruled the land at
the time did not like this Togefherness.
Those rulers didn't want black and white

peop|e to be friend:s. \




| knew it was wrong to freat people
diﬁcerenﬂy because of their skin colour.
| did not hide my beliefs, and so those
peop|e N Charge wanted me out
of the country.
When | was singing in America, | was
told | could never return home.




Peop|e all over the world heard my story.
My songs and my story he|ped many
to see how there was no fairness in
South Africa for those with black skin. |
decided fo go on singing and Jre||ing the
truth about my counfry, no maftter what.
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The world loved my music and | was
welcomed in many countries. | won
awards and sang for Important peop|e
all over the g|o|oe. My life was good, but
somefhing was missing. | could not siNng
N my home country, and peop|e there
were not free.




Then a wonderful o|0y dawned when
Nelson Mandela became presiderfr
of South Africa. New peop|e were In
chorge and the unfair laws |oe|onged to
the oast. | ﬁnc“y went home with new
hope In my heart.




After that | coulo sing in @ free, fair
country. Peop|e of different skin colours
could enjoy music together. | helped
make this hoppen because | was brave
and strong. | sang the truth in all of

my songs.
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Learn about the amazing life of o
ittle gir| who grew up fo use her giﬁ

of singing 1o he||o bring freedom to
South Africa.

i

ISBN 978099465313907

M 27 J ‘
J TBDQQQ‘LEIQDT“




This book is shared online by Free Kids Books at https://www.freekidsbooks.org
in terms of the creative commons license provided by the publisher or author.

want to fund more books Like this?

https://www.freekidsbooks.org
Slmply great free books -

Preschool, early grades, picture books, learning to read,
early chapter books, middle grade, young adulft,

Pratham, Book Dash, Mustardseed, Open Equal Free, and many more!

Legal Note:

This book is in CREATIVE COMMONS - Awesome!! That means you can share, reuse it, and in some cases republish it,
but only in accordance with the terms of the applicable license (not all CCs are equal!), attribution must be provided, and
any resulting work must be released in the same manner.

Please reach out and contact us if you want more information: https://www.freekidsbooks.org/about

Image Attribution: Annika Brandow, from You! Yes You! CC-BY-SA.
This page is added for identification.



https://www.freekidsbooks.org/
https://www.freekidsbooks.org/
https://www.freekidsbooks.org/about

	singing-the-truth_cover_no-spine_22092014 - Copy
	singing-the-truth_interior_20141003
	singing-the-truth_cover_no-spine_22092014

