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“One, two, three/ Tom said, as he counted the flies in
his bedroom.

“Tom, don't eat food in your room, please,” his mom
put her hands on her hips and tried not to lose her
temper. “I've told you tons of times! You always leave
your bedroom in such a mess; you should clean it up!”



Tom looked around his room.

His stuff was scattered everywhere,
from the bed right to the door.

A few stray white bread crumbs lay on the floor.

It wasn’t a bedroom to be proud of.
Tom didn’t care what his room looked like though.




He picked up some bread from the floor
and ate it on his bed.

Suddenly, he heard a tiny voice say, “Don't eat it, it has germs.”
Tom looked around his room wondering where the tiny voice
had come from.

He didn't find anyone so he kept eating the bread.




But something happened.

Tom found himself becoming smaller and smaller, he
ended up as small as an ant.

His bed became bigger and bigger,
bigger than an ocean.

Tom tried to jump to the floor,
but the floor was too far for him.

It was like he was stuck in the middle of the ocean.




“Do you need help?”the tiny voice spoke again.

“Who are you? Where are you?”Tom asked.

n”

“Lift your head, please; I'm sitting near the window.
“Oh, my!" Tom cried out.

He found a huge spider stting on her web;
the spider was busying wrapping up a fly.
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“How can you help me?”Tom asked.

The spider dropped a line of web in front of Tom. “Grab the
line and I'll put you on the windowsill”

“You're not going to eat me, right?” Tom asked, feeling scared.
“No, we've been friends for a long time,’ the spider said.

“Because flies love your place, I've moved inside as my job’s
to catch flies”
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Tom climbed up the line of web and pulled the line taut.
The spider dragged the line upward.
Tom closed his eyes and held his breath.

He felt like he was riding a roller coaster at a park, but it
wasn't fun anymore.
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“Here we are," the spider cheered.

Tom opened his eyes and found that he was standing
on the windowsill.

“Since your room is too messy, | need to clean it up.
| suggest you should go to visit the home of the ant
tonight,” the spider said.

“But it’s still too high from the floor," Tom felt hopeless.
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The spider didn’t hear him and left.

A soft wind blew at nightfall. Tom could smell the flowers in
the air. But at the moment, Tom felt so depressed and lonely.

“Welcome to my home,” a bee’s head peeped out from a flower and
she rolled her eyes at Tom.

“Your home?”Tom felt curious.
“My name is Little Dot Little Dot flew over Tom’s head and

said, “I know you, youre Tom. [|'ve seen you several times in
your yard before.”
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Little Dot used her feet and lifted Tom up.

Tom felt a strong wind against his face, and saw the
flowers like big lanterns swaying under him.

Little Dot flew high and low to avoid the leaves.

Finally, Little Dot stopped in front of a rock and
knocked on the door.
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“This is your home?” Tom looked up and down the rock,
it looked like a castle.

“Yes, usually we build our home in rock crevices and hollow
trees, which we believe are appropriate for our colony.” Little
Dot explained.
Another bee opened the door, and let them inside.

“Oh, your home is just like a huge storage area,” Tom

saw the bees arranging their belongings into boxes
one by one.
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All the bees were very busy.

Some were cleaning the boxes.

Some were carrying the honey.

Some were splashed water around the room.

“We really need water, as it helps keep our home cool and
allows the nurse bees to give raw honey to our babies,” Little
Dot explained.

- - -

- o -
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Tom looked around, and was shocked by what he saw.
In their home, everywhere was very clean and tidy.
Also, the smell was really sweet.

“We've three huge rooms in our home, Little Dot
showed Tom around. “This room is our storage room;
we put our products here, such as honey and pollen.”

Tom saw a lot of boxes with labels on.

The boxes were all neatly arranged in lines.
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“This is our baby room,” Little Dot guided Tom to another bigger room
in the center.

“Please be quiet, a nurse bee came out and put her finger to
her mouth. She stared at Tom, “Who's he?”

“Nice to meet you!” Tom said and smiled, but the nurse bee

grabbed his arm and smelt him, “We need to clean him in
case he has any germs!”
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“No, | don’t have any germs,”Tom cried and struggled.

He tried to run away, but the nurse bee asked someone
else to catch him.

Tom ran very fast, not even turning around and
looking back once.

He could hear the bees shouting.
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Finally, Tom found an empty box and climbed inside.

He held his breath and waited for the bees to go away.

After a while, Tom stretched his head out and found no
bees around him.

He jumped outside and walked to the corner.

He found the biggest room, which was about three times
bigger than the other rooms.

But it was dark. He couldn’t see anything inside.
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Tom entered the room on tiptoe.

Unaware, Tom heard something crack, he seemed to have
stepped on something.

“Who's there?” the voice was so angry.

A huge bee showed up in front of Tom. This bee had a larger
belly and stronger legs than all the other bees.
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“Hey, who let you into my home? This is my room. I'm
the queen and it's my sleeping time,” she said in an
arrogant voice.

The bees running after Tom heard the queen’s voice.
They all came to her room and waited outside.
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brought him to our home,” Little Dot said with a
trembling voice, “It's too cold outside; please just let him
sleep over for one night.”

“Shut up!” the queen snapped sounding annoyed. “You
know our rules; we don’t like strangers. You two will
need to be punished.

The queen turned her body around, “Take them to the
storage area.”




The other bees came over and dragged Little Dot and Tom to the
storage area and put them inside.

Tom felt sorry for Little Dot.
“Sorry, | didn't mean to bring you any trouble,” Tom said.

“Don’'t blame yourself’ Little Dot said, “We can stay together and
have a lot of fun. By the way, I'm a worker bee, working is my life.”
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The storage area was a bit cold and wet. But Tom quite
liked the place.

“The surface is really smooth,” Tom touched the wall gently.
“We, the worker bees started to paint our home. Little Dot

said proudly, “We covered the wall by using a thin layer of
propolis. This can prevent the wall from the harmful germs.”
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Little Dot put on some gloves and started to clean the
boxes.

“Why do you build so many boxes?”Tom asked.
“Our boxes is called honeycomb by human. They are to be used
to store nectar, pollen, water, honey and our babies in,’ Little Dot

said.“The boxes are so important for our survival; we need to store
lots of honey for the winter.”
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“Why are the boxes a hexagonal shape?” Tom wanted
to take one of them and reached out to touch one of
the boxes.

“Don't touch it!” Little Dot said. “We can build

honeycombs from squares or circles, but the hexagon
is the strongest.”
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Tom suddenly realized that he hadn’t eaten for a long time, he felt so
hungry.

His stomach started growling.

“Usually we don't allow any eating of the food from storage,” Little

Dot said, opening one of a box. “We collect the sugary juice from the
heart of flowers to make honey!”
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After eating, Tom wanted to help Little Dot to clean the storage
area.

Tom felt so guilty because he didn't know how to clean.
He never did it by himself at home.

He felt so clumsy.

Finally, he spilled honey from a box that he was cleaning. The
strong sweet smell flooded out into the whole home.
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The alarm bell started to ring.
Tom saw an army of bees running out like little soldiers with arms.

“Something’s going wrong, Tom, hurry!” Little Dot dragged Tom to
the corner.

“What happened? What are they doing?”Tom asked.

“The guard bees always protect our home. They can sting intruders
and also emit a scent to warn us of potential danger.”
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Little Dot jumped up onto a shelf and looked outside.

“Oh no! It's a honeyguide. It can find our home by its advanced
sense of smell”

“That’s the reason you wanted me to clean up to get rid of the sweet
smell. All I did was make it worse by breaking the box,” Tom said.

All at once, Tom felt everywhere around him shaking like there was
an earthquake.

He was knocked to the floor. Little Dot tried to catch him but failed.




Tom jumped up on his feet and followed Little Dot

outside, as he was running he slipped over and lay on
the ground.

He saw the honeyguide flip its wings and insert its beak
into the rock crevice.

Little Dot stung the bird's head bravely, and then she
tried her best to lift Tom from the floor.
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Finally, Little Dot dropped Tom on the flower outside
of Tom's home.

From far away, Tom could see the bee’s home.

It looked like an abandoned castle, which toppled
down to the ground.
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Tom felt so sorry for Little Dot’s suffering.

He felt ashamed of himself.

“It's not your fault. The smell is so strong that the bird can find
us very easily,” Little Dot said.

“What about your home?”Tom worried.

“It'll be rebuilt soon. We're very strong,” Little Dot tried to show Tom her
muscles but failed and laughed.
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“I'm very weak; | will die after stinging someone.! Little Dot
closed her eyes. “A worker bee’s life is very short. But it has a lot
of meaning when I've a friend like you Tom, see you tomorrow.”

Tom couldn't take his eyes off his little bee friend.

He didn't know how long he stayed there until he felt the night
wind blow his hair again.
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The next morning, Tom woke up and found himself
asleep on the ground.

He thought of his little bee friend.

Tom searched everywhere, under all of the flowers.
Finally, he saw a tiny figure around the corner.

Little Dot’s body was stiff, withered and cold.

Tom picked a leaf and covered the Little Dot’s body.

He cut a small box into a hexagonal shape, and put
Little Dot inside.
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Tom went back inside his home, as soon as he stepped inside
he changed back to his normal size again.

He started to clean his room.

He arranged his belongings in closet neatly, like Little Dot had
taught him.

In honor of his friend Little Dot, Tom built a scarecrow outside
the bees'home.

From that moment on, no birds or other animals dared to close
to their home.
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The spider moved out, because without all the flies
to catch she lost her job.

But she felt very happy to live outside the window
and watch her friend, Tom.
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zuizhong  xidaodian r jiangtang mufang zai ta jia mén qgidan de hua shang

m&, NRIURZ WHEA KT TR E L.

céng hén yuan chu tang mu hai néng kan dao mi féng de jia

MARZAL, e REE 2 IR 2K

na I jiuxiang yi chu bei yi qi dechéngbdo fanluo zai le di shang

AR — A peist 5T I &, BIVEAE 1L

59




tang muU weixidaodian r de zao yu gan dao féi chang nan guo
9/ 5D LIE BB FEE T

ta wei zi  ji gan dao xid kui
ftloN B B ZE TR .
zhé bl shi ni de cuo féng chdo de wei dao shi rd ci de qiadnglie

AR BV AL, SRR

xiao dian r shuo

niao hén réong

yl jiu hui fa xian wod men
Gyl RIEAT, 7 /UL

ni  de jia zén me ban tang mu you xin de wen

“DRIIK BT 7 LA

ta jiang hui beichéng jian wo men féi chang qidng zhuang

“eoeyrE B, RAEAEEE . 7 AN EJLER miE

zhan shi ta de ji rou queméi you i qi le

JEoR LA, A 1T, AR TR

xido dian r xiang xiang tang mu

ta xiao le qi Iai

60




wo shi rd c de xiruo zai zhé le bié ren hou wo jiu hui si qu

“Poe bt Yy, £ TR NE, HEiatE. 7

xido dian r bi shangle ta de yan jing yl  zhigong féng de shéng ming féi chang duan
NELHE T ERES . “— R TR AEa EWE
zan dan shi wo deshéngming you legéngdud de yi i yin wéi wo you yi gé xiang

g, R dr A A TEZHEN, FAERA — MR
ni zhé yang de péngydu

PRIZAFE R A A o

tangmi  ming tian jian

i, R, 7

tang mii yi zhi kan zhe xido didn r

i —EBEE/DE )L

ta bu zhi daoshi jianguo le dud jili  zhi dao ta gin ddo wanféngzai ¢ ging fi zhe
fANFIERT (Al T 2 A, H 2R R X R TE

ta de tou fa

(DAY @

62




di ér tian zdo shang tang mulxing lai bing fa xian zi ji shui zai di shang
HRE B, HIEEERIFAI A AR .
ta xiang qi le ta de xidohud ban r

AR 1 AR A MK FE L

tang muU souxun le méi ge di fang

DR S TR T

zui zhong zai yi ge jido luo I ta kan dao le vyi geé hén xidode shénying
=) A S . / =%

W&, fE—PMA%E, mER T MR
xido dian r de shén ti bianléngle jiang ying le ki weéi le

INROLERZRA T BT MiZE T .
tang mu jidn qi yi pian shi yé gii z3i le xifodisn r de shénshang
A e A L v s A ARANY =W 0 = ol
ta hdizud le yi ge liu jifo xingde hé zi bs xiZodidn r fang zai le I mian

e T — AN &E T, C/h R JURHE 1 B,

65



tang mi hui dao le ta de ji ta yé hui fu le ta yuanlai de yang zi
IR TS, KR TR SR BT
ta kai shi ging N ta de fang jian

ft T 4675 BRARL Y B3 1] o

ta b3 gui chu i de dong xi shou shi dézhéng zhéngqi qf jit xiang xido disn
fFEAEA B R R PR 5 B 5, B A
ér jido géi ta de yi yang

JLB L) —

wei le  ji nian péng ydu xido dian tang mi zai mi féng jid mén kdu

N T LSRN EIL, HIAEEER ]

jian le yi gé dao cio rén

27— MEEAN.

cong na yi hou  rén hé nido r hé qi ta de dongwu dou bu gin
MIABCAJE ,  AFAT & J LAR FAth ) S Y0 ERAN B

kao jin mi féng de jia le

SR EENR 1.

66




zhi zhid yé ban Ili le ta de fangjian yin wei méi you le cang ying ta
WK R B AR PR, RONRCR TS, b
shi qu le ta degong zuo

RE T M) TAE,

dan shi ta zhu zaichuang hu wai mian méi tian kan zhe ta de péng you tang

(Hx, WAEEE AR REER MBI

ta gan dao shi rd ¢ de kuai le

th b RSB J2 AN L AR AR

68




About the author

The avthor Yan Li alwaus loves to write about humans beinas and nature.
O?er\in up nature to our children has many benefits. Em\orac.inj nature can
shoW children the inner workin3$ of life, 2n \Drir\j ur\olerskar\dir\3 and concern
for our environment.

Children can also learn about love, (:rier\dski?, self-sacrifice, and tolerance, and
a\avrec.ia’ce small things from ex?lorin nature. In social insect colonies, Worker
bees devote their wWhole lives 4o \»lorf(3 2s qardeners and protect their hives and
larva.  Beetles have the 3rea{:es’c Yk‘jsic.aps’crer\jck and act as the cleaners for
nature.

Recause Yan Li' s book is written in two lanﬁua es, Enﬁlisk and Chinese, it iS

Hér other books for children
include” I 2 bird cant flu, TRe Small wWorld, Let's Sir\3 jou home, I'm 2 an:
\(ir\j, Tree of life and WQa’c'S the best costume.

also 2 qreat choice for the lanéuajes learners.



By Yan Li
Hustrated by Louli El Chayal




This edition of this free ebook was
brought to you by -

https://www.freekidsbooks.org

Preschool, early grades, picture books, learning to read,
early chapter books, wmiddle grade, young adult

Copyright — Legal Notice
This book has a standard copyright. The permission to publish this
FKB version has been provided by the author or publisher to
https://www.FreeKidsBooks.org. The book may not be re-posted
online without the author's express permission.



https://www.freekidsbooks.org/
https://www.FreeKidsBooks.org/

