
Liza Esterhuyse
Andre Kieswetter

Nick Mulgrew

the Lion who 
Wouldn't Try



this book belongs to

the Lion who 
Wouldn't Try





The Lion Who Wouldn't Try
Illustrated by Andre Kieswetter
Written by Liza Esterhuyse
Designed by Nick Mulgrew
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Cape Town on 5 March 2016.

ISBN: 978-1-928365-93-8

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy 
and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt (remix, 
transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even 
commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you 
follow the following license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, 
and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable 
manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your 
use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license 
permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of 
the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an 
applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the 
permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such 
as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material.

the Lion who 
Wouldn't Try

by

Liza Esterhuyse
Andre Kieswetter

&  Nick Mulgrew



It was a sunny day in the jungle. 

All the animals were out playing.



“Come play with me, Lion,” said Cheetah.  
“Catch me if you can!”

zoom-zoom! went Cheetah.

“I don’t want to play,” said Lion. “I’ll lose.”



“Come play with me, Lion,” said Elephant.  
“We can throw rocks!”

ka-pow! ka-pow! went Elephant.

“I don’t want to play,” said Lion. “I’ll lose.”



“Come play with us, Lion!” said the monkeys. 
“Who can eat the most bananas?”

pop! pop! pop! went the monkeys.

“I don’t want to play,” said Lion. “I’ll lose.”



“Come play with me, Lion," said Springbok.  
“Let’s jump high!”

zoop! zoop! zoop! went Springbok.

“I don’t want to play,” said Lion. “I’ll lose.”



“Come play with me, Lion,” said Crocodile. 
“It’s a swimming competition!”

splash! splash! went Crocodile.

“I don’t want to play,” said Lion. “I’ll lose.”



Elephant and Crocodile had the swimming  
competition without Lion.

Crocodile was quicker than Elephant, 
but each time Crocodile got ahead, 
Elephant tickled him! 

tee-hee-hee! went Elephant and 
Crocodile.



Lion sat sadly by himself, watching Crocodile and 
Elephant swim.



“Why are you sad, Lion?” asked Mouse.

“Because I don't want to play,” said Lion. 
“I'll lose."





Lion slipped on a banana peel!

wheeeeee! went Lion.

“That looks like fun!” said all the other animals.



Lion played,  
and he was happy.
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