How Turtle
Cracked

by Joseph Bruchac
Retold by Rosie McCormick
Tlustrated by Gail McIntosh

and Barbara Gibson
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One autumn day, Turtle was talking
with the birds. They said, “Winter is
coming. Soon it's going to be very
cold here. Were getting ready to fly
south where it is warm.”
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“Can I come with you?” asked
Turtle. At first, the birds said, "No!”
Turtle pleaded, “There must be
some way I can go with you!”
Finally, the birds agreed.
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“Use your mouth to hold on
tightly fo this stick,” the birds
explained. Turtle did just that.

Then the two big birds grabbed
the ends of the stick. Soon

they were adll high in the sky—
including Turtle.
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Turtle had never been so high off the
ground before. He could look down and
see how small everything looked. He
wondered how far they had come, and
how far they had to go.



Turtle fried to get the birds” attention.
He rolled his eyes at them, but they
did not notice. He waved his legs too.

Frustrated, Turtle opened his mouth fo
speak. At that moment he let go of the
stick and began to fall He fell down from
the sky and hit the ground hard.
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Turtle’s body ached. He ached
so much he did not notice that
his shell had cracked all over. He
crawled info a pond and swam
down fo the bottom.

There he dug a hole in the mud
and slept all winter long.



In the spring, Turtle woke
up. He was very proud of
the cracks on his shell.

Ever since then, every turtle’s shell
looks like it has cracks all over it.
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Turtle’s body ached. He ached
so much he did not notice that
his shell had cracked all over. He
crawled info a pond and swam
down fo the bottom.

THE END
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Dear Family Member,

Today your child listened to the story "How Turtle Cracked His Shell.” Read the abridged
story below to your child and then help your child do the accompanying activity page.
Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this week.

How Turtle Cracked His Shell
by Joseph Bruchac

Retold by Rosie McCormick

Tllustrated by Gail McIntosh and
Barbara Gibson

One autumn day, Turtle was talking
with the birds. They said, “Winter is
coming. Soon it's going to be very
cold here. We're getting ready to fly
south where it is warm.’

“Can | come with you?” asked Turtle.
At first, the birds said, “No!” Turtle
pleaded, “There must be some way
| can go with you!”Finally, the birds
agreed.

“Use your mouth to hold
on tightly to this stick,"the
birds explained. Turtle did
just that.

Then the two big birds
grabbed the ends of the
stick. Soon they were all high
in the sky—including Turtle.
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Turtle had never been so high off the ground before.
He could look down and see how small everything
looked. He wondered about how far they had come,
and how far they had to go.

Turtle tried to get the birds’ attention. He rolled
- his eyes at them, but they did not notice.
He waved his legs too.

Frustrated, Turtle opened
his mouth to speak. At that
moment he let go of the

- stickand began to fall' He
fell down from the sky and
hit the ground hard.

Turtle’s body ached. He ached
so much he did not notice that
his shell had cracked all over. He
crawled into a pond and swam
down to the bottom.

There he dug a hole in the mud
and slept all winter long.

In the spring, Turtle woke
up. He was very proud of the
cracks on his shell.

Ever since then, every turtle’s
shell looks like it has cracks
all over it.
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CREDITS

Every effort has been taken to trace and acknowledge copyrights. The editors tender their apologies for any accidental
infringement where copyright has proved untraceable. They would be pleased to insert the appropriate acknowledgment in any
subsequent edition of this publication. Trademarks and trade names are shown in this publication for illustrative purposes only
and are the property of their respective owners. The references to trademarks and trade names given herein do not affect their
validity.

WRriTERS

How Turtle Cracked His Shell adapted by Rosie McCormick
from How the Turtle Flew South for the Winter by Joseph
Bruchac courtesy of Fulcrum Publishing, Inc.

All other stories adapted and retold by Rosie McCormick, Linda
Bevilacqua, and Susan Hitchcock
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Creative Commons Licensing
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.
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You are free:
to Share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work
to Remix — to adapt the work

Under the following conditions:
Attribution — You must attribute the work in the
following manner:

This work is based on an original work of the Core
Knowledge® Foundation made available through
licensing under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. This
does not in any way imply that the Core Knowledge
Foundation endorses this work.

Noncommercial — You may not use this work for
commercial purposes.

Share Alike — If you alter, transform, or build upon this
work, you may distribute the resulting work only under
the same or similar license to this one.

With the understanding that:
For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to
others the license terms of this work. The best way to
do this is with a link to this web page:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Copyright @ 2014 Core Knowledge Foundation
www.coreknowledge.org

All Rights Reserved.

Core Knowledge Language Arts, Listening & Learning,
and Tell It Again! are trademarks of the Core Knowledge
Foundation.

Trademarks and trade names are shown in this boaok strictly
for illustrative and educational purposes and are the property
of their respective owners. References herein should not

be regarded as affecting the validity of said trademarks and
trade names.
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