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When the room felt different
At bedtime, Mara's room looked different from the way it
looked in the afternoon. The chair by the window became a tall
shape. The stack of books became a lumpy hill. The space
under the desk seemed much wider than it had been before.

Mara knew what everything was. Chair. Books. Desk. Curtains.
Still, the dark made the spaces between them feel big. "Please
leave the night-light on," she told Dad. "Of course," Dad said.
He tucked the blanket around her feet and left the door open a
little. "I will be right down the hall."

Goodnight Little Hero 3



A tap at the window
Dad had taken only three steps when something tapped the
glass. Tap. Tap-tap. On the branch outside sat a small round
owl with bright eyes and a folded paper map under one wing.

"Excuse me," the owl whispered through the open window.
"My name is Olive. I think I misplaced the dark." Mara blinked.
"All of it?" "Not all of it," Olive said. "Just the soft pieces that
belong in this room. Without them, the moon cannot find the
right places to shine."
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The first quiet piece
Mara stayed tucked safely in bed while Olive opened the map.
It showed the room in silver lines, but several spots were
blank. "We can look from here," Mara said. She pointed toward
the curtain where a shadow folded like cloth.

Olive fluttered over and lifted one corner with her beak.
Behind it was a soft patch of dark filled with the hush of leaves
outside. "That is one," Olive said. She pressed it onto the map.
The blank spot turned midnight blue, with a tiny opening for
moonlight.
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The dark was not empty
The next piece waited beneath the chair. Mara did not reach
for it. She turned the night-light so Olive could see. The owl
hopped down, collected the piece, and shook off a bit of dust.

This patch held the small tick-tick of the clock. Another piece
rested beside the books and held the faint sound of pages
settling. The dark was not empty at all. It had leaves, clocks,
paper, and the quiet sound of Mara breathing beneath her
blanket.
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One place they did not rush
Only one blank spot remained on Olive's map. It matched the
closet. Mara's hands tightened around the blanket. "I do not
want to look in there," she said.

Olive nodded. "Then we do not rush." She perched beside the
night-light. Together they waited while the warm glow reached
the closet door. Mara could see her red sweater, two shoes,
and the basket of stuffed animals. Olive picked up the last dark
piece from beside the basket. Nothing chased it. Nothing
jumped. It was simply another quiet fold of night.
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A map with room for light
Olive laid the finished map across the windowsill. The dark
pieces joined like a soft blue blanket. They did not cover
everything. Small openings remained for the moon, the
hallway, and Mara's night-light.

"The dark is still big," Mara said. "Yes," Olive answered. "Big
enough for moths to rest, crickets to sing, and stars to be
noticed." Mara studied the map. "It can be big and still have
little lights." Olive smiled. "Exactly."
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A brave goodnight
Dad came back to check on her. Mara told him about Olive and
the missing pieces. He looked at the windowsill. A tiny gray
feather rested beside the lamp. "Should I close the door?" he
asked.

"Leave it open a little," Mara said. The room had not become
smaller, and the dark had not disappeared. But Mara knew its
pieces now: curtain, chair, books, closet, window, owl. Dad
read one more page. Outside, Olive tucked the map beneath
her wing. Inside, the night-light made one warm circle. Mara
took one slow breath and said a very brave goodnight.
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Color Olive's Night
Map
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Make your child the hero of
the next story

Goodnight Little Hero creates personalized bedtime stories
using your child's name, age, and favorite things. Try one free

story, or print any of the 50 free coloring pages.

Try a free story:
goodnightlittlehero.com/try

Print 50 free coloring pages:
goodnightlittlehero.com/coloring
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